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FOLLOW-UP FACTSHEET ON REPORT NO. 26/09
CASE 12.440
WALLACE DE ALMEIDA
(Brazil)
I. Summary of Case
	Victim(s): Wallace de Almeida
Petitioner(s): Ivanilde Telacio dos Santos, Rafaela Telacio dos Santos, Rosana Tibuci Jacob, Fagner Gomes dos Santos, Núcleo de Estudios Negros (NEN) and Center for Global Justice (CJG)

State: Brazil 

Merits Report No: 26/09, published on March 20, 2009
Admissibility Report No: Analyzed in Merits Report No. 26/09
Themes: Right to Life / Right to Humane Treatment / Right to a Fair Trial / Right to Judicial Protection / Right to Equal Protection / Racial discrimination / Investigation and Due Diligence
Facts: On September 13, 1998, military police agents murdered Wallace de Almeida, an 18-year-old afro-descendant youth, a soldier in the Army. At the time of the merits of the case were being decided, the police investigation had not yet concluded, nor has the Prosecutor’s Office filed charges in the justice system. The events in question reportedly took place in the context of an escalation in police/military violence, resulting from the policy that the state of Rio de Janeiro has been using in this area since late 1994. The petitioners also alleged that the case involved racial and social factors, in that they report that the victims of this kind of alleged extrajudicial execution are afro-descendants and poor. 
Rights violated: The Commission concluded the existence of a violation of the rights to life, personal integrity, judicial guarantees, equality, and judicial protection that are enshrined, respectively, in Articles 4, 5, 8, 24 and 25 of the American Convention. This is with the understanding that in terms of state responsibility for violation of Articles 4, 5 and 24 of the American Convention, the injured party is Wallace de Almeida, while with respect to violations of Articles 8 and 25, consistent with Article 1(1) of the Convention, the injured parties are his relatives. The Commission also determined that there had been a violation of the obligations imposed by Article 1(1) of the American Convention to respect and guarantee the rights established therein, by Article 2, which establishes the duty to adopt domestic law provisions to render effective the rights contained in the Convention, and by Article 28 on the obligation of both the federal government and the state of Rio de Janeiro to comply with the provisions contained in the Convention.


II. Recommendations 

	Recommendations
	State of compliance in 2019

	1. That a thorough, impartial and effective investigation of the facts, be conducted by independent judicial bodies of the civilian/military police, in order to establish and punish those responsible for the acts involved in the murder of Wallace de Almeida, and the impediments that kept both an effective investigation and prosecution from taking place.
	Pending compliance

	2. Fully compensate the relatives of Wallace de Almeida both morally and materially for the human rights violations established in this report, and in particular,
	Partial compliance

	3. Adopt and implement the measures needed for effective implementation of the provision in Article 10 of the Brazilian Code of Criminal Procedure,
	Substantial partial compliance

	4. Adopt and implement measures to educate court and police officials to avoid actions involving racial discrimination in police operations, in investigations, in proceedings and in criminal convictions.
	Partial compliance


III.  Procedural Activity
1. On May 7, 2018, the IACHR held a working meeting with the parties during its 168th Period of Sessions, regarding the follow-up on the recommendations issued in Merits Report No. 26/09.
2. In 2019, the IACHR requested from the State updated information on compliance with the recommendations issued in Merits Report No. 26/09 on July 10. On August 9, 2019, the State asked for an extension and submitted said information on October 2, 2019.
3. On July 10, 2019, the IACHR requested from the petitioner updated information on compliance with the recommendations issued in Merits Report No. 26/09. As of the closing of this report, the commission had not received said information. 
IV.  Analysis of the information presented
4. The Commission considers that the information presented by the State in 2019 is relevant given that it is up to date on measures adopted regarding compliance with at least one of the recommendations issued in Merits Report No. 26/09. 
V.  Analysis of compliance with the recommendations
5. The Commission takes note of the request for closure of the case. However, based on articles 41 and 48 of the Rules of Procedure of the IACHR, the Commission will evaluate the effects of said request with respect to each of the recommendations issued in the Merits Report No. 26/09.
6. Regarding Recommendation 1, in 2018, the State reiterated that on September 21, 2010 a criminal investigation was opened to clarify the facts of the case. The Brazilian State indicated that despite the fact that those allegedly responsible formed part of the military police, as members of the 19th Battalion, the case was handled through the civilian justice system, thanks to the 1996 legislative reform of Article 9 of the Military Criminal Code, which provides that intentional crimes against life committed against civilians will be tried in the civilian justice system. Nevertheless, on August 25, 2014, a court ruling found that there was insufficient evidence to determine who had fired the shot that caused the death of Mr. Wallace. In response, the Office of Public Advocacy [Defensoria Pública] filed an appeal, which was rejected. This case was closed on July 8, 2015. Despite the outcome, the Brazilian State argued before the IACHR that the appeal had been heard by independent and impartial courts. Furthermore, the State pointed out that neither the Public Defender’s Office nor the Prosecutor’s Office had appealed the lower court’s decision before the superior courts. The State underscored that both Offices are independent and autonomous, and both have the highest technical capacity, sufficient to determine the necessity of interposing available appeals. In 2019, the State reiterated its request that the case be closed because this recommendation had been totally complied.

7. On August 8, 2018, the petitioners indicated that the Brazilian State had not guaranteed an effective and impartial investigation. In particular, they questioned the impartiality of the Institute of Forensic Medicine, because it is subordinate to the Civil Police. They also expressed concern about the fact that police agents identified by witnesses as the alleged perpetrators of the murders had not be properly prosecuted because of the slowness of the investigative and prosecutorial proceedings. The representatives also indicated that in many cases agents are promoted even when they are involved in other homicides, or despite their being the object of proceedings or complaints. This is the case of one of the main suspects in the death of Wallace who, according to the representatives, was the commander of “Shock Batallion”, one of the most lethal, and who has been promoted to the rank of Inspector-General of the Military Police.  In 2019, the petitioners did not present information regarding the compliance with this recommendation. 
8. The IACHR reminds the State that, in addition to opening an investigation by its own initiative in cases of human rights violations, in use-of-force cases the investigation must comply with certain standards, including that it must “allow determination of the degree and type of participation of each person involved, either materially or intellectually and, thereby establish the liabilities, as appropriate
. Regarding the liability of superior officers, the Commission has emphasized the provisions in Principles of use of force, as these pertain to the liability that is created by giving illegal use-of-force orders. Furthermore, the principles establish that States must adopt the necessary measures to ensure that superior officers assume applicable liability when they are aware, or should have been aware, that their subordinate agents have employed illegal use of force and firearms, and they have not taken all measures at their disposal to impede, eliminate, or report such use”
.

9. In the instant case, the IACHR observes that the only criminal case to be prosecuted to punish the individual responsible for the deeds was disposed in 2015, with an acquittal. This case sought only to punish the individual who fired the shot at Mr. Wallace de Almeida. The IACHR takes note that three years after that verdict, the State had not taken any further measure to determine the liability of other state agents or superior officers involved in the facts of the case.

10. Furthermore, in the Merits Report No. 26/09, the IACHR highlighted that the State was implementing a policy of bonuses and promotion for bravery in service, fostering the commission of human rights abuses against alleged criminal suspects. Both racial and social issues were involved in the situation, as the fact that Wallace de Almeida was black, poor and a resident of a marginal area led to his being left to die unaided by the police who wounded him 
. The IACHR cautions that the State did not consider these factors either, as part of the proceedings to establish criminal liability and clarify of the facts. Consequently, 20 years later, the death of Mr. Wallace de Almeida remains unpunished.

11. Regarding the effects of the victim’s next of kin giving up and the State’s request that the case be closed, the IACHR considers that the State’s duty to comply with this recommendation remains until the State has clarified the facts and established the liabilities of all agents involved in the alleged extrajudicial execution of Mr. Wallace de Almeida. Consequently, the IACHR concludes that compliance with Recommendation 1 is pending.

12. Regarding Recommendation 2, during 2018, the State reiterated that on June 25, 2009, in the Palace of Guanabara, Rio de Janeiro, the Governor announced the payment of indemnification to the victim’s next of kin. At that event, the state Secretariat of Social Assistance and Human Rights, the Commander General of the Military Police, and the Governor of the State offered formal apologies to Wallace’s mother. In 2019, the State reiterated the information presented in previous years. 
13. In previous years, the petitioners underscore that the State of Brazil just offered some reparations to the family of Wallace de Almeida, in the form of compensation. The State also organized on June 25, 2009, a ceremony where the Governor of the State of Rio de Janeiro announced the payment of compensation to the family members of Wallace Almeida and offered a formal apology. However, the petitioners consider that these measures do not constitute sufficient reparations, since the family members could not speak in the formal ceremony and the payment of compensation is not enough to consider this aspect of the recommendations completely complied with.

14. In the framework of the Working Meeting held between the parties during the 168th Period of Session of the IACHR, the petitioners referred that the relatives of Mr. Wallace de Almeida have suffered other situations of violations of human rights by the State. In the context of the Working Meeting, the petitioners committed themselves to consult the family about another possible measure of satisfaction that meets their interests. Notwithstanding the foregoing, on August 8, 2018, the petitioners informed the desire of the victim's relatives to close the case before the IACHR based on article 41 of the of the Rules of Procedure of the IACHR. In 2019, the petitioners did not present information regarding the compliance with this recommendation. 
15. Based on the foregoing, the IACHR concludes that Recommendation 2 is partially complied. In addition, taking into consideration the request for closure of the case and the information provided on the alleged violations of the human rights of the relatives of Mr. Wallace de Almeida, the IACHR decides to close the monitoring of compliance with this recommendation.

16. Regarding Recommendation 3, in 2018, the Brazilian State communicated to the IACHR that the analysis of compliance with this recommendation must take into account the position taken previously by the petitioners, namely, that the time frame established Article 10 of the Brazilian Code of Criminal Procedure could end up being, in some cases, excessively short and, therefore, could lead to flawed investigation or dismissal of the case owing to the insufficiency of evidence. Furthermore, the State reported a set of actions it has taken that are related to compliance with this recommendation. As a result of Resolution No. 20, of May 28, 2007, the National Council for the Prosecutor’s Office (CNMP, the acronym in Portuguese), authorized the Prosecutor’s Office to examine and oversee police investigations, monitor their progress, and issue recommendations. The Prosecutor’s Office has the prerogative to introduce administrative proceedings for deficiencies and irregularities identified by external control of police activity. The Prosecutor’s Office also has access to investigation files and can request information about actions that have not been completed within the legal time frame. Likewise, in the framework of the CNMP, the Commission on the Prison System, under the [office of] External Control of Police and Activity and Public Safety, is responsible for enforcing Resolution No. 20/2007. This agency, on its own, represents another action by the Brazilian State to ensure speedy investigation processes.

17. Regarding national legislation, the Statute of the Order of Attorneys of Brazil (Law No. 8.903, of June 4, 1994, as recently amended by Law No. 13/245, of January 12, 2016) guarantees the right of attorneys to examine, without notary powers, the complete, continuous, and conclusive records of any institution that is responsible for investigations of any kind, and to copy portions and take notes. The law sets forth that, for investigation files that are subject to confidentiality, a lawyer must present a power of attorney signed by the client. According to the State, that this is another legal tool for proper compliance with the rules of police investigation, given that control over the production of evidence reinforces compliance within the time frame defined in Article 10 of the Code of Penal Procedure.

18. With regards to the Legislative Branch, the State reported that legislative Bills No. 5776/13, which regulates the time frames for police investigations, and No. 8.045, which establishes rules for criminal investigation, in particular having to do with time frames for criminal investigations, are both making their way through the legislative process. The State also implemented the National Strategic Plan for Justice and Public Safety, which seeks to increase the effectiveness of public safety programs through cross-cutting involvement of all the actors in the justice system, setting goals to streamline and increase the effectiveness of investigations, filing of charges, and prosecution and trial for criminal homicide cases.

19. Further, Resolution No. 2.021, of December 30, 2015, of the Prosecutor’s Office for the State of Rio de Janeiro, established the Specialized Action Group for Public Safety (GAESP, the acronym in Portuguese). On May 17, 2017, this Group submitted a report to the Attorney General, which stated that GAESP had built a database of military and civil police agents involved in cases that deal with police-related deaths. The database contains records of 485 police agents, 119 of which are involved in more than one ongoing case. Other outcomes of work done by this Group include: (i) 40 meetings with various bodies tied to the state government, the Secretariat of Public Safety, the Military Police, the Civil Police, representatives of civil society, and other bodies of the Prosecutor’s Office; (ii) issuance of recommendations, in particular the recommendation by the commander general of the Military Police, in compliance with the TAC, that all military police agents who are responsible for police work during public protests be identified alphanumerically; (iii) participation in skills training for military police agents, offered by the Military Police of the State of Rio de Janeiro (PMERJ, the acronym in Portuguese) at the Center for Specialized Instruction in Weaponry and Shooting (CIEAT, the acronym in Portuguese), and participation in the officer training course and the course of higher learning for police agents; and (iv) data about deaths that result from police intervention entered into the Death Records System. In 2019, the State reiterated the information presented in previous occasions.
20. The IACHR estimates that actions taken by the State in compliance with Recommendation 3 of the Report on Merits No. 26/09, as guarantees of non-recurrence, contribute substantively to prevent the recurrence of similar events. In particular, the IACHR acknowledges the efforts of the Brazilian State related to legal and institutional strengthening of police investigation processes, as well as the actions it has taken to achieve effective implementation of Article 10 of the Brazilian Code of Criminal Procedure. These acknowledgements notwithstanding, there are legislative processes in the works that, according to the State, are still pending in terms of compliance with this recommendation. Consequently, regardless of the fact that the victim’s next of kin have given up, the IACHR concludes that compliance with this recommendation is substantial partial.

21. Regarding Recommendation 4, during 2018, the Brazilian State reported a set of actions that target justice and police officials, for the purpose of preventing acts of racial discrimination in police operations, investigations, and criminal prosecutions and sentencing. The Brazilian State referred to the addition of the National Plan for the Prevention of Violence (Plano Juventude Viva), in August 2017, which emphasizes fighting racism as a situational determinant. Plano Juventude Viva, which is in the final phase of restructuring, focuses on youths, mainly black, between 15 and 29 years of age, who are socially vulnerable or at risk of exposure to violence who live in municipalities that have the highest homicide rates for this age bracket. The State provided details on how the Committee, which was formed within the framework of this Plan, functions and the goals it is pursuing.

22. Additionally, according to the State, the National Secretariat for Policies that Promote Racial Equality, under the Ministry of Human Rights (SNPPIR/MDH, the acronym in Portuguese) has been developing a set of affirmative actions aimed at confronting racism. It is also working together with the bodies that promote racial equality to increase awareness and alignment with the National System to Promote Racial Equality (SINAPIR), which is regulated by Decree No. 8.136/2013. The SINAPIR is a form of organization and engagement that seeks to implement a set of policies and services designed to overcome racial inequalities in Brazil. Its purpose is to effectively guarantee equal opportunity, defend rights, and combat discrimination and other forms of intolerance, on behalf of Brazil’s black population. Regarding efforts to combat racism, in 2017-2018, the SNPPIR/MDH administered the Course for Mediators and Social Peacemakers, to train public safety agents and community leaders in conflict mediation at their places of influence, and to inform the population and public safety agents about racism. To date, almost 3,000 individuals in 13 states of the federation have been certified. Likewise, as an emblematic action, the State made reference to the methodology of the Work Plan of the OBSERVARIO, the purpose of which is to guarantee, based on ethno-racial benchmarks, the trustworthiness and safety of the population in general, and in particular, of the black population.

23. Regarding the specific actions of SENASP/MSP, the State indicated that the National Curricular Matrix of Training Activities for Public Safety Professionals (MCN, the Portuguese acronym) guides the training activities of professionals in the civil and military police forces and military firefighters, based on ethics principles such as the “compatibility between human rights and efficient policing”. Between 2004 and 2011, the SENASP/MSP, with support from the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), trained approximately 11,481 public safety professionals in the “Human Rights Training Workshops”, which represents an investment of R$ 1.55 billion [reais]. The State also indicated that that National Network for Remote Education in Public Safety (EaD/SENASP Network), is a great tool for continual training. Currently, the EaD/SENASP Network offers 73 courses to over 700,000 users (civil and military police agents, and military firefighters, municipal security guards, forensic professionals, federal police, corrections officers, and others). The EaD/SENASP network supported over 115,000 training sessions between 2010 and 2018, on the topic of human rights, engagement, and protection of vulnerable groups, representing an investment of approximately R$ 5.7 billion [reais]. The State also pointed to the launch of the Guidebook for Police Engagement and the Protection of Human Rights of Vulnerable Persons, in 2010 and 2013 (2nd edition). With over 70,000 issues distributed, the Guidebook covers theoretical and practical aspects in support of public safety professionals in the exercise of their duties related guaranteeing fundamental rights. In 2013, the SENASP/MSP reported having presented workshops on “Public Safety and the Promotion of Racial Equality”, and, together with the Miami Police Department (2015 and 2016), two joint sessions with of the course, “The Police and Promotion of Racial Equality”, in which 79 public safety operators received training.

24. Another body, the Office of the Superintendent for Valuation and Prevention, under the Office of the Under-secretary of Education, Valuation, and Prevention, under the State Secretariat for Security of the State of Rio de Janeiro (SSEVP, the Portuguese acronym), is implementing actions to defend human rights and vulnerable groups as part of the agenda of the Strategic Plan for the Security System of the State of Rio de Janeiro. In January 2018, the SSEVP signed a Technical Cooperation Agreement with the International Committee of the Red Cross (CICR, the Portuguese acronym), which seeks to upgrade the knowledge of public safety professionals regarding international human rights standards. These standards were included in the first edition of the Training Course for Soldiers and Praças [lowest-ranking military personnel] (CFSd, the Portuguese acronym), and in 12 subjects of the Superior Integrated Superior Course for Police (CSPI, the Portuguese acronym). Another outcome of this Plan has been the training of 638 civil and military police agents.

25. The Under-Secretariat for Education, Valuation, and Prevention, together with the Municipal Secretariat for Education in Rio de Janeiro and the Civil Police of the State of Rio de Janeiro, are involved in a project in which civil police agents of the Papo de Responsa Project reach out to municipal schools to set up dialogues with 9th-Grade students who are in the Youth and Adult Education Program (PEJA, the Portuguese acronym) and the Acelera Project, on the subject of drug-use prevention. This program helps to strengthen security-related prevention programs designed for teenagers and youth, in particular as these relate to reducing murder rates and preventing violence overall. More than 1,500 students in the municipal schools of Rio de Janeiro have already participated in this project.

26. Regarding compliance with this recommendation, the petitioners reported to the IACHR on the increase of cases of writs of resistance (in Portuguese, “autos de resistência”). Between 2010 and 2018, 5,850 individuals were murdered by the police in Rio de Janeiro. There were 1,127 deaths in 2017, and between January and August 2018 there were 607 deaths. According to the representatives of the victims, the State continues to use collective warrants of search and seizure. Additionally, the petitioners report that despite a variety of protests in 2017 to push for approval of Bill No. 182/2015, which regulates procedures in cases writs of resistance, this project was withdrawn from the discussion without explanation. Later, the then-president of the Legislative Assembly, who is currently in prison for corruption, confirmed in statements to a widely-circulated newspaper that the Commander-Colonel of the Police, Wolney Dias, had requested that the project be withdrawn.

27. According to the petitioners, another example of the Brazilian State’s lack of commitment to ending police violence and deaths perpetrated by agents of the State are the so-called “faroeste” [from the English, “far west”, as in “wild west”] bounties. In Rio de Janeiro, Bill No. 3444/2017 is close to passage. This bill will regulate bounty payments to police agents who participate in the arrest or capture of criminals, which fosters a “bounty-hunting” culture among police agents. The petitioners caution that security policies based on armed confrontation, militarization, and selective racists policies applied to the favela territories and outlying areas have led to regression from the few advances achieved in security policy in recent decades.

28. The IACHR takes note of the information provided by both parties regarding compliance with this recommendation. Specifically, it acknowledges actions taken by the Brazilian State that focus on officers of the courts and police agents and that seek to prevent acts of racial discrimination in police operations, investigations, and criminal prosecutions and trials. Nevertheless, the IACHR deems that these actions are not proving effective in reducing the number of violent deaths caused by the excessive use of force against Afro-descendant persons.

29. Regarding this, in the framework of its on-site visit to Brazil on November 5-12, 2018, the IACHR expressed its concern about the violent deaths that occur in Brazil in the context of use of force, and the disproportionate number of cases in which those affected are Afro-descendant persons. According to information [the Commission] has received, 76% of individuals who lose their lives in police interventions are Afro-descendants. Young Afro-descendant males are 2.5 times more likely to die as a consequence of violence than non-Afro-descendant youths. The Commission also verified the existence of policies of institutional violence against the Afro-descendant population, which perpetuate existing discriminatory patterns and are exacerbated by wide-reaching practices, such as the use of racial profiling, selective police pursuit, and under-representation in the prison system. The latter is because of the absence or ineffectiveness of investigations and punishment for offenders, or because agents of the State apply violence in violation of the use-of-force principles of proportionality, exceptionality, and necessity. The IACHR also pointed out that the change of nomenclature, in 2016, by which a death by “writs of resistance” [“autos de resistencia”] is now referred to as  “homicide resulting from opposition to police intervention”, implies a presumption of guilt on the part of the victim, by supposing that he/she was acting to oppose or resist police operations.
 In 2019, the State reiterated the information presented in previous occasions.
30. Based on the foregoing, the IACHR concludes that status of compliance with this recommendation is partial. The IACHR considers that the actions for compliance with Recommendation 4 in the Report on Merits No. 26/09, such as guarantees of non-recurrence, contribute substantially to prevent the recurrence of similar events. Consequently, pursuant to Articles 41 and 48 of its Rules of Procedure, the Commission will continue to supervise compliance with this recommendation.

VI. Level of compliance of the case 

31. Based on the foregoing, the Commission concludes that compliance in this case is partial. The IACHR will continue to supervise compliance with Recommendations 1, 3, and 4. The Commission invites the Brazilian State to comply with the pending recommendations regarding non-repetition measures and to conduct a full investigation regarding the facts related to the murder of Wallace de Almeida.
VII. Individual and structural results of the case
32. This section highlights the individual and structural results of the case informed by the parties.
A. Individual results of the case
Pecuniary compensation measures

· On June 25, 2009, in the Palace of Guanabara, Rio de Janeiro, the Governor announced the payment of indemnification to the victim’s next of kin. At that event, the state Secretariat of Social Assistance and Human Rights, the Commander General of the Military Police, and the Governor of the State offered formal apologies to Wallace’s mother. Prior to the request for closure, the relatives of the victim reported that these measures do not constitute sufficient reparations.
B. Structural results of the case
Institutional strengthening 

· In the light of Resolution No. 20 of May 28, 2007, the National Council of the Public Prosecutor's Office (CNMP) empowered the Public Ministry to examine and supervise police investigations, to monitor their progress and issue recommendations.

· Through Resolution No. 2,021 of December 30, 2015, of the Public Ministry of the State of Rio de Janeiro, the Specialized Group on Public Safety (GAESP) was established.

· The National Plan for Prevention of Violence (Plano Juventude Viva) was added in August 2017.

· In 2017 and 2018, the Course for Mediators and Social Peacemakers was administered by the National Secretariat for Policies that Promote Racial Equality, under the Ministry of Human Rights (SNPPIR/MDH), to train public safety agents and community leaders in conflict mediation in their places of influence and to inform the public and public safety agents about racism. To date, almost 3,000 individuals in 13 states of the federation have been certified.

· Regarding the specific actions of SENASP/MSP, the State indicated that the National Curricular Matrix for Training Activities for Public Safety Professionals (MCN, the Portuguese acronym) guides the training activities for professionals in the civil and military police forces and military firefighters, based on ethics principles such as the “compatibility between human rights and efficient policing”.

· Between 2004 and 2011, the SENASP/MSP, with support from the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), trained approximately 11,481 public safety professionals in the “Human Rights Training Workshops”, which represents an investment of R$ 1.55 billion [reais].

· The National Network for Remote Education in Public Safety (EaD/SENASP Network), is a great tool for continual training. Currently, the EaD/SENASP Network offers 73 courses to over 700,000 users (civil and military police agents, and military firefighters, municipal security guards, forensic professionals, federal police, corrections officers, and others). The EaD/SENASP network supported over 115,000 training sessions between 2010 and 2018, on the topic of human rights, engagement, and protection of vulnerable groups, an investment of approximately R$ 5.7 billion [reais].

· SENASP/MSP published, in 2010 and 2013 (2nd edition), the Guidebook for Police Engagement and the Protection of Human Rights of Vulnerable Persons, with over 70,000 issues distributed. This guidebook addresses theoretical and practical aspects in support of public safety professionals in the exercise of their duties related guaranteeing fundamental rights.

· In 2013, SENASP/MSP, in association with the Embassy of the United States of America in Brazil, and the Miami Police Department, presented a workshop on “Public Safety and the Promotion of Racial Equality”. Subsequently, it presented two sessions (2015 and 2016) of the course, “The Police and Promotion of Racial Equality”, by the Miami Police Department, in which 79 public safety operators received training.

· The SSEVP has a Technical Cooperation Agreement with the International Committee of the Red Cross (CICR, the Portuguese acronym), from January 2018, which seeks to upgrade the knowledge of public safety professionals regarding international human rights standards. These standards were including in the first edition of the Training Course for Soldiers and Praças (CFSd, the Portuguese acronym), and in 12 subjects of the Superior Integrated Superior Course for Police (CSPI, the Portuguese acronym). Another outcome of this Plan has been the training of 638 civil and military police agents.

· The Under-Secretariat for Education, Valuation, and Prevention, together with the Municipal Secretariat for Education in Rio de Janeiro, and the Civil Police of the State of Rio de Janeiro, are involved in a project in which civil police agents of the Papo de Responsa Project reach out to municipal schools to set up dialogues with 9th-Grade students who are in the Youth and Adult Education Program (PEJA, the Portuguese acronym) and the Acelera Project, on the subject of drug-use prevention. This program helps to strengthen security-related prevention programs designed for teenagers and youth, in particular as these relate to reducing murder rates and preventing violence overall. More than 1,500 students in the municipal schools of Rio de Janeiro have already participated in this project.
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