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	ORGANIZACION DE LOS ESTADOS AMERICANOS 

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 
Comisión Interamericana de Telecomunicaciones
Inter-American Telecommunication Commission



Inter-American Convention on the International Amateur Radio Permit (IARP) and Protocol of Amendment

What is the IARP?    The Inter-American Convention on an International Amateur Radio Permit is a convention that provides for temporary operation of amateur radio stations in one Member State by persons holding IARP permits issued by another Member State without need for further review.  Any Member State may issue permits to its citizens to operate in another Member State. This Convention does not alter or affect any multilateral or bilateral agreements that are presently in force concerning temporary operation in the Amateur Service in CITEL Member States. The General Secretariat of the OAS is the depository for its instruments of ratification, acceptance, and accession.

The IARP is similar in concept and nature to the International Driving Permit, IDP with which most of us are familiar, and functions in the same manner as the IDP which is issued by automobile clubs in various countries. It is valid for one year, and permits temporary operation of amateur radio equipment in countries that are signatories to the Convention and who have also formally acceded to the Convention. 

Classes of license or permit. There are two classes of IARPs:

· Class 1: Use of all the frequency bands allocated to the amateur service and amateur-satellite service and specified by the country where the amateur station is to be operated. It will be open to those amateurs who have proved their competence with Morse code to their own Administration in accordance with the requirements of the ITU Radio Regulations. 

· Class 2: This class permits utilization of all frequency bands allocated to the amateur service and amateur-satellite service above 30 MHz and specified by the country where the amateur station is to be operated. It does not require knowledge of telegraphy and carries all operating privileges above 30 MHz. 

IARP Station identification. When the station is transmitting under the authority of an IARP, an indicator consisting of the appropriate letter-numeral designating the station location must be included before, after, or both before and after the call sign issued to the station by the licensing country. At least once during each intercommunication, the identification announcement must include the geographical location as nearly as possible to the city and state, commonwealth or possession of the station operation. 

And the Protocol of Amendment of the IARP, why sign it? This Protocol grants holders of radio amateur permits of the member countries of the European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications (CEPT) that have applied Recommendation T/R 61-01 the same rights and privileges that are given to the holders of IARP of the CITEL Member States, which then become States parties to the Protocol, as long as the CEPT grants the holders of IARP the same privileges and exemptions granted to the holders of the CEPT radio amateur licenses of the CEPT Member States that have applied Recommendation T/R 61-01. So, this Protocol will help to simplify the administrative procedures for granting radio amateur licenses, which in turn will contribute to reducing costs and time for the administrations. The Protocol is also deposited with the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States. 

Status of Convention and Protocol of Amendment: The Lima Convention of 1987 permitted amateur radio operation in signatory countries under certain conditions, following completion and exchange of the prescribed documentation. This led to the development and unanimously approval at the General Assembly of the OAS on June 8, 1995, of the Inter-American Convention on an International Amateur Radio Permit, IARP. The IARP Convention came into force on February 23, 1996. To reduce costs and simplify administrative procedures, on June 10, 2003 was approved the Protocol of Amendment to the Convention.

IARP:

	Signatory country
	Date of signature
	RA/AC/AD
	Date of deposit of instrument

	Argentina
	
	AD 01/29/97
	03/03/97

	Brazil
	01/24/97
	RA 08/19/99
	09/28/99

	Canada
	09/27/95
	AC 09/27/95
	09/27/95

	El Salvador
	03/18/99
	RA 08/02/02
	08/03/02

	Panama
	09/04/02
	RA 03/02/03
	27/03/03

	Peru
	09/15/95
	RA 12/28/95
	01/24/96

	Trinidad and Tobago
	
	AD 13/07/01
	16/08/01

	United States
	06/08/95
	
	

	Uruguay
	06/08/95
	
	

	Venezuela
	02/05/95
	
	


Where RA= ratification, AC= acceptance, and AD= adherence 

By “ratification,” “acceptance,” “approval,” and “adherence,” depending on the case, one means the international action whereby a State expresses internationally its consent to be bound by a treaty.  As a rule, “adherence” takes place after the treaty has come into force.  The term “ratification” means that the States are granted a time-limit to complete the domestic process that is needed to approve the treaty and adopt the necessary statutes so that this treaty can come into force in the country.

Protocol of Amendment:

No Signature

Guidelines for signature, ratification, acceptance, approval or accession of the IARP and the Protocol of Amendment

A State may express its consent to be bound by the convention or the Protocol of Amendment by any of the following means: 

a) 
by definitive signature; 

b) 
by signature subject to ratification, acceptance or approval followed by deposit of an instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval; 

c) 
by deposit of an instrument of ratification. 

The consent of a State to be bound may be expressed at any time.   On all related matter it is advised that the assistance of the Legal Department of the OAS be sought.  Proper full powers are required by all persons seeking to sign a treaty deposited with the Secretary-General of the OAS or to make a reservation upon signature, except Heads of State or Government, or Ministers of Foreign Affairs.

Full powers should:

a) bear the signature of the Head of State or Government, or the Minister of Foreign Affairs

b) specify clearly the title of the instrument to be signed

c) state the full name of the person authorized to sign the instrument concerned.

As already stated, full powers are not required where the Head State or Government or the Minister of Foreign Affairs signs in person. Furthermore, where general full powers have been issued to a person and have been deposited with the Secretariat in advance, specific full powers are not required. It is advised that, whenever possible, full powers should be submitted for verification to the Legal Department of the OAS in advance of the intended date of signature.

Annex 1: Executive Summary of the IARP

The Preamble of the Convention notes the benefits of the Amateur Radio activities. 

Article 1 describes the General Provisions. 

Article 2 defines the terms used in the Convention. 

Article 3 defines the Provisions Relating to 
the International Amateur Radio Permit (IARP) and can be considered as the core element of the Convention because it has the overall framework for the Convention. It specifically indicates that “The IARP will not be valid for operation in the territory of the issuing State Party, but only in the territory of other State Parties.”
Article 4 describes the Conditions of Use and in particular states that “the IARP holder must transmit only on frequencies specified by the visited  State Party and must abide by all the regulations of the visited  State Party”. 

Article 5 to 12 describes the Final Provisions contain the standard provisions concerning Convention's Relationship to Other International Agreements, Dispute Settlement, Entry into Force, Amendments, Reservations, Denunciation, and state that the Secretary-General of the OAS is the depositary of the Convention and that the English, French, Portuguese and Spanish texts and Spanish texts of the Convention are equally authentic. 
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