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According to the World Health Organization, more than a third of women worldwide are 
affected by physical or sexual violence, the majority at the hands of an intimate partner. Though 
it constitutes a global pandemic that affects the lives and well-being of millions of women and 
girls worldwide, violence against women continues to be ignored as a priority issue on the global 
development agenda.

Wounded to Death is a theatrical project that aims to raise awareness and generate action 
to prevent femicide and intimate partner violence. Written by Serena Dandini, an Italian 

television personality, writer and journalist, the show gives voice to victims of femicide (the 
murder of women for gender-based reasons) throughout the world with a series of monologues 
drawn from current events. The show in Italy and overseas is produced by Mismaonda (http://
www.mismaonda.eu). This show in Washington is hosted by the Inter-American Commission 
of Women (CIM) of the Organization of American States (OAS). 

After more than fifteen successful performances in Italy’s most important theaters, Wounded to 
Death kicks off its international tour with this performance in Washington, D.C., after which it 
will travel to the United Nations in New York for the International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence against Women (November 25th). The tour will then continue to Brussels (November 
28th) and London (December 3rd).

The project is supported by the Italian Deputy Minister for Equal Opportunities and the 
Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Italian Embassy in the United States and the Permanent 
Observer of Italy to the Organization of American States (OAS). 

The overseas tour of Wounded to Death is also made possible by Eni, Gucci, Lavazza, and 
Cooperativa 29 giugno, with the support of the Equal Opportunity Commission of Legacoop in 
collaboration with Casa Modena, and of the Italian Cultural Institute in New York. 

For more information on 2013 – The Year of Italian Culture in the United States, visit: http://
www.italyinus2013.org/
 
About the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

Established in 1928, the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) was the first inter-
governmental policy forum established to ensure recognition of women’s human rights. It is 
composed of 34 Delegates, one for each OAS Member State, and has become the principal 
forum for debating and formulating policy on women’s rights and gender equality in the 
Americas. 

The work of the CIM, which is derived from such international agreements as CEDAW 
(1979), the Belém do Pará Convention (1994) and the Inter-American Program for the 
Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (2000), focuses 
on: i) guaranteeing and protecting the human rights of women; and ii) the promotion and 
protection of equality between women and men.



About Mismaonda

Mismaonda is a company specialized in the creation of cultural and communication events 
at the  request of private clients or public institutions. The company has consolidated its 
experience in events production in Italy and abroad.  Its mission is amazing, offering 
boundless creativity and publishing. 

Every times it begins a  new production, Mismaonda uses its experience in the fields of 
communication, theatre and show business, in a continuous and curious search for new 
languages and experimental solutions by assembling and comparing casts composed of 
unusual, intelligent and surprising artists.  

Mismaonda, with offices in Bologna and Rome, belongs to the Sosia&Pistoia Group. 
Among its other activities are management, publishing and television production.  

About the readers

Lucrecia Basualdo Luna de Miel & El Monstruo In 1998 Lucrecia moved 
to the US with her children and husband. Wasting no time, she started 
working with the Gala Hispanic Theatre in, Washington D.C. performing 
in several classic Spanish plays. Two years later Lucrecia and family moved 
to Puerto Rico, where she continued her work in the theater and appeared 
on the small screen performing along side Roma Downey, Tim Matheson in 
the CBS Movie of the Week “Second Honeymoon”. In 2002, Lucrecia moved 

back to DC and picked up where she left off at the Gala Theater, performing in a number 
of Spanish-language productions. Since 2006, Lucrecia has been directing and teaching 
drama at the Washington D.C., Oyster Bi-Lingual School’s, “Performing Arts” Summer 
Camp, and is working on her own projects, as well as an innovative Spanish language 
puppet theatre.

Naila Chowdhury Female Quotes Naila is the Founder & Chairperson 
of Women4Empowerment. She is a telecommunication management 
professional from Bangladesh, based in USA . She is a passionate 
philanthropist working with Acid Survivor Victims from Bangladesh. 
She has served in UN agencies as well as several multinationals, locally 
and globally, working closely worked with Nobel Laureate Professor 
Muhammad Yunus for more than 17 years in various few Grameen 

affiliates, including GrameenPhone Ltd. She is one of the Founding Women Members of 
F4D in New York, USA, Board Director, Athgo International, USA, Advisor Member of 
Women Empowerment Principles-UN Women & UNGC.  She has two daughters and two 
granddaughters living with her in USA



Serena Dandini Neapolitan Shrines Author of Ferite a morte (Wound to 
death), is one of the most important innovator of the language of television, 
in particular the comic and satirical one. In 1988 for RAI -Italian State 
Television – Serena created the program called “La Tv delle ragazze” (The 
Girls ‘television), the first comic show with female comedians only. The 
laboratory acted as springboard for many talented artists, still working on TV. 
Among the famous cult programs by Serena Dandini it is worth mentioning 
“Avanzi (Leftovers)”,  “Tunnel”, “Pippo Chennedy Show”, “L’ottavo nano (The 
eighth dwarf)”, until the recent “Parla con me (Talk to me)”.

Maura Misiti Dear Sara Maura is Chief researcher at IRPPS, Institute for 
Research on Population and Social Policies of the National Research Council. 
The Institute conducts studies on demographic and social behavior, on equal 
opportunities between men and women and on demographic issues related 
to the gender approach: gender-based violence, women and science. Since 
2012 she has been collaborating with Serena Dandini being co-author  of the 
Ferite a morte (Wound to Death) project.

Ana María Baiardi El Yermo Minister of Women of Paraguay. She studied 
systems analysis at the Catholic University of our Lady of the Ascension and 
Social Sciences at Long Island University in New York.  She has a Masters 
degree in International Integration from the University of Perugia in Italy.  
During the first decade  of the 21st century, she was the Ambassador of 
Paraguay to Italy, Israel, Greece and Slovenia. On August 15th 2013, she was 
appointed Minister of Women of Paraguay. 

María del Carmen Alanís Figueroa Píldoras de vaca A magistrate of the 
Federal Electoral Tribunal of Mexico since 2006, Maricarmen was the first 
woman to preside over this body from 2007 to 2011.  A graduate of the 
faculty of Law of the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM), 
she holds a Masters in Comparative Government from the London School 
of Economics, and a Doctorate of Law from UNAM.  Maricarmen has more 
than 26 years of experience in the public sector, including a notable career in 
Mexico’s electoral institutions.  At the international level, she has participated 

as a representative of Mexico to the European Commission for Democracy through Law 
(Venice Commission) and chaired the Sub-committee on Latin America.  She was awarded 
Woman of the Year 2012 by the Trust for the Woman of the Year A.C.

 



Wanda Jones K2 Dr. Jones is the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Health at the US Department of Health and Human Services. From 
1994-2009, Dr. Jones directed women’s health activities at the CDC and at 
HHS.  Her efforts centered on chronic diseases, HIV/AIDS, and violence 
against women, with special emphasis on gender disparities and women 
with disabilities. In October 2008, Dr. Jones was named the US Principal 
Delegate to the CIM, chartered under the Organization of American States.

María Cecilia Guerra Lo sapevano tutti Deputy Minister of Labour 
and Social Policies, María Cecilia was appointed to this position on May 
2,  2013. She also serves as Acting Minister for Equal Opportunities. She 
was Undersecretary at the Ministry of Labour and Social Policies from 
November 2011 to April 2013. She has served as Senator of the Italian 
Republic (Democratic Party) since March 2013. She is professor of Public 
Finance at the Marco Biagi Economics Department, University of Modena 
and Reggio Emilia (on leave). She was Head of the Economics Department 

at the Faculty of Economics “Marco Biagi”, University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, from 
2006 to 2011. She holds a Ph.D. in Economics (University of Bologna), M. Phil. in Economics 
at Cambridge University (UK), and a Bachelors in Economics, University of Modena.

Jacinth Henry-Martin Child Brides Jacinth is her country’s first female 
Ambassador to the USA and serves in the dual role of Permanent 
Representative to the OAS.  She was recently appointed as her Federation’s 
first Ambassador to Mexico. She has served as an elected parliamentarian, 
and has held senior postings in Diplomacy and Tourism in the United 
Kingdom and in the USA.  She gives expression to her love for traditional 
sayings and customs through spoken word and performance poetry.  Her 

commentaries in verse are a platform for confronting serous issues which women face 
routinely. She holds a Master of Arts in Technical and Specialized Translation from the 
University of Westminster in the UK.  

Joan Caivano Relationship Status Deputy to the president and director 
of special projects at the Dialogue. She directs the Dialogue’s project on 
press freedom issues, its work on women’s leadership in the Americas and 
initiatives related to democratic governance, security and immigration in 
Central America and Mexico. She manages the Dialogue’s Sol Linowitz 
Forum, its publications program, outreach to the press, and member 
relations. Previously, she worked at the Overseas Development Council 

and the Brookings Institution. She holds a masters degree in Latin American Studies from 
Georgetown University, where she also completed her undergraduate studies.



Elizabeth Quiroa Cuellar Todo en Orden Presidential Secretary for 
Women of Guatemala. An economist with a Master’s in Political Science and 
Local Economic Development, Ms. Quiroa has completed post-graduate 
studies in environmental sociology and international insertion strategies 
and external finances. She has occupied various posts within government 
and with international cooperation organizations and the private sector. Ms. 
Quiroa has participated in the formulation of public policies from a gender 
perspective with various government institutions in Guatemala. Similarly, 

she has conducted research on public budgets with a gender perspective, feminicide, 
implications of the FTA for rural economies, mternal and child health and valuation of 
women’s economic contribution, among other issues.

Sherry Tross Ophelia Executive Secretary of the Executive Secretariat for 
Integral Development at the OAS. Sherry Tross leads a team of dedicated 
professionals in the development and implementation of sustainable 
economic, human and social development programs that support the 
development priorities of the Organization’s member states. Ms. Tross 
directed the Summits of the Americas Secretariat from 2010-2012 and 
was instrumental in the planning and execution of the Sixth Summit of 
Heads of State and Government of the Americas, the coordination of 

technical support of twelve international financial institutions and regional organizations 
that comprise the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), and the facilitation of government-
civil society dialogue in the Summit process. From 2006-2010, Ms. Tross was Chief of Staff 
to the Assistant Secretary General of the OAS.

Nilda Garré Flor de Loto Permanent Representative of Argentina to the 
OAS, she served as Representative during several terms. She was Minister 
of Defense during the presidency of Nestor Kirchner, and Minister of 
Security, under President Cristina Fernández de Kirchner. She was the first 
woman in her country’s history to serve in either office. Garré also served 
as Secretary of Political Affairs in the Ministry of Interior 2000-2001 and 
Ambassador to Venezuela in 2005. She has received numerous awards 

from countries around the world. She has lectured in several conferences in Guatemala, 
Brazil, Chile, Mónaco, Italy, the US, Portugal, Ausria, China, Canadá, México, among others. 
She studied Law in Universidad del Salvador, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

 



Nina L. Gardner My Strong Guy Director of Strategy International, a 
consulting firm she founded in 2000 specializing in Sustainability and 
Corporate Social Responsibility advising. She is also an adjunct professor 
at Johns Hopkins, SAIS currently teaching a course on Business & Human 
Rights. Ever the activist on women’s issues, Ms. Gardner is the founding 
president of three professional women’s associations: Prague (the Women’s 

Forum), Paris (Donne Italiane Rete Estera) and Rome (Corrente Rosa) and has been on the 
International Board of the Women’s Forum for the Economy and Society since its inception 
in 2004. She has been a corporate ambassador in Africa and the MENA region for Vital 
Voices and helped launch the OECD’s MENA women’s entrepreneurship program. She 
graduated with honors from Harvard, Columbia Law School and was a Rotary scholar at 
UniAndes in Bogotà. Ms. Gardner, an Italian and US national, is fluent in French, Italian, 
Spanish, Portuguese.

Ally Jenkins House Keys A DC native and longtime actress. Some favorite 
roles include Liliane LaFleur (Nine), Jamie from Gawker (Spidermusical), 
and Geena (Diamond Dead) along with several appearances in both the 
Capital and New York Fringe Festivals. She is the Manager, Conferences at 
ASAE and also serves as Administrative Director for the Landless Theatre 
Company.

Markelda Montenegro de Herrera Campanilla Vice-President of the 
CIM Executive Committee 2013-2015. She is the First Director General 
of the National Women’s Institute of Panama. Since July she has served as 
President Pro Tempore of the Council of Ministers for Women of Central 
and Dominican Republic. (COMMCA) / SICA. Since 2009 she has been 
the Delegate to the Committee of the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and Vice President of the 
Executive Committee of the CIM. In the Eleventh Regional Conference on 

Women of Latin America and the Caribbean, Ms. Montenegro was elected Vice President 
of the Board. She has worked as an independent consultant in transparent and participa-
tory local development issues. She has drafted agreements for the Office in charge of gender 
matters. 



Inter-American Commission of Women
1889 F Street NW 

Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202)370-9954 
www.oas.org/cim/ 

cim@oas.org 

Organization of
American States


