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THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

AND THE MODEL OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL FOR OAS INTERNS
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What is the Permanent Council?

The Permanent Council is one of the main political bodies of the Organization of American States.  The General Assembly, however, is the supreme political body. The Permanent Council has five committees and as many especial committees as it deems necessary.

Who is in the Permanent Council?

The Permanent Council is composed of one representative of each member state, with the rank of ambassador (one per state). The PC meets regularly at OAS headquarters in Washington, DC. The chair of the PC rotates among these permanent representatives of the member states, with each country chairing the Council for a three-month period.

What are its Functions?

The General Assembly and the Permanent Council set broad priorities for the OAS.  However, since the General Assembly meets only once a year in a regular session, and holds very few extraordinary sessions, the Permanent Council has immediate responsibility for directing the Organization's ongoing actions. In addition, the PC has the following functions, among others: 
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Acts as the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, drafting, debating, reviewing and passing resolutions to be approved by the General Assembly;

· Carries out those decisions of the General Assembly, or of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, when they have been assigned to any other body of the Organization.

· Watches over the observance of the standards governing the operation of the General Secretariat and, when the General Assembly is not in session, adopts provisions of a regulatory nature that enable the General Secretariat to carry out its administrative functions.
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Which of the functions of the Permanent Council are simulated during the MOAS/PC?

This exercise is a simulation of the Permanent Council on its role as “Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly,”
  Thus, participants in the 
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MOAS/PC, simulate the sessions of one or two of the Committees of the PC, discussing, negotiating and agreeing on resolutions through Working Groups.  Once these working groups have their draft resolutions ready, they are approved by their committees, at the draft level. Afterwards, these proposals are forwarded to the Permanent Council for approval. In the MOAS/PC, the delegates from one committee will become the Permanent Council and will discuss, debate and approve (or not) the resolution presented by the other committee. Then, the second committee will become the Permanent Council and discuss, debate and approve (or not) the second resolution.  The MOAS/PC ends here.  However, at the OAS, these resolutions --still at the draft level—will be forwarded for approval to the upcoming General Assembly for “adoption.”  (See the MOAS/PC Modus Operandi for details on this process.)
Do all the activities performed during the MOAS/PC occur at the Permanent Council?
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Yes, but with a few adjustments due to time and participation constrains.  For example, during the MOAS/PC, the General Statements are presented by all the countries according to the order of precedence, so that they can state the position of each country in relation to the topic of the Agenda; during the Permanent Council, only those countries that need, or wish, to speak do so, without following an order. 
Also, during the MOAS/PC the processes of drafting, discussing, debating and approving the draft resolutions, at the level of working groups, committees and Permanent Council are done in just two days. At the OAS, however, this process, may take several days or even months.
For more information about the Permanent Council, click here.
� Each of the Committees of the Permanent Council becomes the “Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly.”  They begin their work a few months before the General Assembly to prepare the documents to be discussed and approved therein. 
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