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Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.
“EDUCATION AS AN APPROACH TO PROMOTE DEVELOPMENT AND REDUCE INEQUALITY”

Resolution presented by Working Group 1 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

CONSIDERING:

The Declaration of Port of Spain of 2009 supporting the continuation to develop and implement social protection and inclusion policies and programs that give priority to those living in conditions of poverty and vulnerability in our societies,
RECALLING:

 The principles of the Inter-American system of Human Rights and Article 13 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter stating that the promotion and observance of economic social and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development, equitable economic growth and to the consolidation of democracy in the States of the Hemisphere and that economic growth cannot be achieved without respect of Human Rights,
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

The importance of proper infrastructure to facilitate access to education, education centers and access to information,
RECALLING:

The existent initiatives of best practices such as PUENTE Caribe- OAS Microsoft partnership,
REAFFIRMING:

The commitment of the Member States in the Declaration of Nuevo Leon (2004) to coordinate and integrate economic and social policies as a prerequisite for success in combating inequality of opportunity and marginalization, The World Summit on Sustainable Development and the Monterrey Consensus (2003), and the Article 13 from the Protocol of San Salvador;
RESOLVES:

1. To request Member States to promote the education of vulnerable groups and social actors such as afro-descendents, indigenous people, persons with disabilities, ethnic and racial minorities, women and youth in accordance to the particular demographics of each Member State.
2. To urge the Member States to support capacity building programs and communication infrastructure for vulnerable groups and social actors in order to strengthen their skills to participate in decision making processes. 

3. To endorse Member States enhancement of existing higher education programs seeking to address inequalities for marginalized groups and encourage the development of such programs where they do not yet exist.

4.  To develop and strengthen national training and certification systems that enhance basic education, skilled employment for youth and adults in accordance with each state’s reality and the special needs of the communities.
5.  To extend and strengthen the existent cooperation regarding technical and educational programs in the fashion of PUENTE Caribe-OAS for the exchange of best practices.  

6. To convene through Ministries of Education in regards of regional and sub-regional authorities and discuss the development of hemispheric strategies for quality of education, with the purpose of improving our region’s level of knowledge.

7. To urge Member States and instruct the General Secretariat of the Organization to seek funds from international donors to invest in proper infrastructure in areas affected by natural disasters and geographical divides and to implement natural disaster risk mitigation policies.  
8. To build public- private partnerships to fulfill best practice initiatives and to improve and build new education centers. 
Approved substantially on November 11th  at  the OAS Headquarters in Washington, DC. 
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“TOWARDS THE PROMOTION OF MICRO

AND MEDIUM ENTREPRISES”
Resolution presented by Working Group 2
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

REAFFIRMING:

The MOAS/PC commitment to the Inter-American Democratic Charter in its promotion of democracy,

RECALLING:
The OAS Charter and reminding Member States that poverty is an obstacle for the full democratic development of the people of the hemisphere,

ENDORSING:
The Declaration of Managua [AG/DEC. 4 (XXIII-O/93)] and recalling that democracy, peace, and development are inseparable and indivisible parts of a renewed and integral vision of solidarity in the Americas,
ACKNOWLEDGING:
The existing inequality throughout the Hemisphere, MOAS/PC fully supports the 2009 Declaration of the Port of Spain [Paragraph 8] in the continuation to develop and implement social protection and inclusion policies and programs that give priority to those living in conditions of poverty and vulnerability in our societies,
SUPPORTING:
The eradication of all forms of discrimination in the Hemisphere and the belief in equal rights and opportunities between men and women and that the objective of ensuring active participation of women in all areas of national endeavor are priority tasks, as endorsed by the Declaration of Santiago, 1998,
RECALLING:
The 2004 Declaration of Nuevo León regarding the full and equal participation of women in the development of our societies and their equal opportunities to exercise leadership are fundamental for the reduction of poverty, the promotion of economic and social prosperity, and for people-centered sustainable development,
ENDORSING:
The 2005 Declaration of Mar de Plata in its commitment to pursue economic integration within the region,

RECOGNIZING:
The challenges on the American hemispheres to consolidate democracy through equitable economic growth and inclusion, highlighting the role of education and SME enterprises to strengthen integral development,
REAFFIRMING:
The importance of indigenous people in the Americas, hereby recognizing their right to ancestral lands, culture and traditions as well as their corresponding rights to consultation and consent,
SUPPORTING:
The rights of marginalized and vulnerable groups as recognized under the decisions of the Inter-American Commission and the jurisprudence of the Inter-American Court,
RECALLING:
The 2005 Declaration of Mar del Plata (Paragraph 32) and the commitment of Member States to respect the rights of Afro-descendents and to ensuring their full access to educational opportunities at all levels, and to decent work that will help them overcome poverty and social exclusion and contribute to their increased participation in all sectors of our societies,

EMPHASIZING:
Technology-sharing as one of the main topic of the VI Summit of the Americas, Cartagena, Colombia, in 2012, to promote integrate development through the hemisphere in a way to stimulate economic growth;
RESOLVES:

1. To invite Member States to place special emphasis on the creation of SME’s public policies, taking into account the integral development of marginalized and vulnerable groups.

2. To encourage Member States to implement corporate social responsibility programs and guidelines, which engage private and public sectors with the purpose of promoting economic growth and inclusion of vulnerable groups.

3. To invite member states to support within the framework of their respective public policies micro-business models for sustainable development while creating incentive programs for private sector investments into small and medium sized enterprises.

4. To invite member states to support, within the framework of their respective public policies, sustainable micro-business models, while creating incentive programs for private investments into SMEs created by entrepreneurs of marginalized and/or vulnerable groups.
5. To encourage Member States in their efforts to create flexible taxation programs for SMEs.
6. To encourage the establishment of quotas in the awarding of bids for public procurement to SMEs through multi-lateral financial institutions.
7. To raise the awareness of micro-finance services to micro-entrepreneurs and expand the availability of micro-finance services to vulnerable and marginalized members of society.

8. To mandate the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the OAS to monitor the progress of member states regarding economic development of marginalized and vulnerable groups through SME creation and submit an annual report regarding these matters to the General Assembly.

9. Request voluntary contributions to OAS Observer Countries for the execution of projects related this resolution, including the publishing of reports and other documents. 
Approved substantially on November 11th at the OAS Headquarters in Washington, DC. 
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