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INCREASING CIVIC PARTICIPATION IN THE AMERICAS TO FACILITATE AND STRENGTHEN DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE

Resolution presented by the delegations of Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay, and Venezuela .
THE MODEL OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
RECALLING the commitment of OAS Member States to Article 6 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

ACKNOWLEDGING the need to further strengthen Article 9 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;
RECOGNIZING

The objective of increasing civic participation in Member States;
The work of the Secretariat of Political Affairs in the area of increasing civic participation;

The wide array of challenges that Member States may face in regard to increasing civic participation in their countries which may include, but are not limited to:

i. Free and easy access to voting polls

ii. An informed citizenry on their rights and responsibilities in relation to civic participation

iii. Free, fair and transparent access to public information

iv. Voter participation;

The significant connection between the access to information and civic participation;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the different constitutional regimes, and the importance of strengthening the main branches of the state as mechanisms for civic participation in the form of access to, and exercise of power;

RECALLING the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO’s) definition of “E-Democracy” which establishes that  “greater and more active citizen participation and involvement (is) enabled by Information Communication Technologies in the decision-making process;”

ACKNOWLEDGING existing programs at the OAS such as Efficient and Transparent Municipalities (MuNet) and Trust for the Americas that foster e-democracy in municipalities in the Americas through technological capacity-building for development;

RESOLVES:

1. To strengthen the level of civic participation in Member States by:
A. Instructing the General Secretariat to prioritize programs/projects that create or enhance forums for civic participation that should include:

i. Improvement of access to voting polls

ii. Creation and improvement of government programs to disseminate information on civic rights and responsibilities

iii. Increase access to public information

B. Taking more purposeful actions to target voter apathy in under-represented populations and populations at risk for lower civic participation within the context of each country.

2. To promote projects oriented at strengthening the relationship among the main branches of the state, within the individual constitutional structures, as channels for legitimizing citizen political participation and involvement in the effective exercise of representative and participatory democracy.

3. To encourage and assist Member States in promoting greater civic participation using information technology. These efforts should include not only an expansion of physical infrastructure and equipment, but also the training of necessary human resources and transfer of current knowledge to increase the participation of citizens in governmental affairs.

4. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of voluntary and external financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and/or other voluntary and external resources.


PLAN OF ACTION FOR THE CREATION OF A SPECIAL

RAPPORTEURSHIP FOR DEMOCRACY
Resolution presented by the delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Canada, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, and the United States of America.
THE MODEL OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CELEBRATING the tenth anniversary of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

BEARING IN MIND the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, and the American Convention on Human Rights;

CONSIDERING that all OAS Member States embrace the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the principles contemplated therein;

RECALLING:

Article 106 of the Charter of the Organization of American States, which states that “the principle function of [the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights] shall be to promote the observance and protection of Human Rights and to serve as a consultative organ of the Organization in these matters,”
Article 8 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, according to which, “Member States reaffirm their intention to strengthen the Inter-American system for the protection of Human Rights for the consolidation of democracy in the Hemisphere,”
The conviction expressed by the Member States in the Declaration of Managua for the Promotion of Democracy and Development, to not only protect and preserve fundamental democratic values that may be threatened, but also to continue efforts towards consolidation of democracy, Human Rights, and good governance within the Hemisphere;

RECOGNIZING the work that the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights has conducted thus far in monitoring the essential elements of democracy, as contemplated in the fundamental documents of the Organization of American States, especially Article 3 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

RESOLVES
1. To create a special Working Group, composed of scholars and specialists designated by the Permanent Council, to determine criteria to follow up on the essential elements of democracy as established in Inter-American Democratic Charter.
2. To request the creation of a Special Rapporteurship for Democracy within the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in order to promote and protect the status of democracy in the Americas. This Rapporteurship for Democracy will use the criteria developed by the working group (Clause 1) and the information provided by bodies within the Organization of American States and outside, to generate periodic reports that will be presented to the General Assembly.
� The United States and Canada support the call for increased access to public information mentioned in Resolution Clause 1.A.iii, so long as it does not conflict with either country’s national security interests. The United States and Canada reserve the right to withhold information that would jeopardize its national security or defense.





