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AGENDA OF TOPICS – v.7
34th MODEL OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR HIGH SCHOOLS

                       Washington, D.C, December 2 - 4, 2015
SPECIAL WORKING GROUP - GET
Declaration of the 34th MOAS for high schools
Racism, discrimination and intolerance as obstacles to development in the Americas
General Information and Documents: 
International Labour Organization (ILO) (1989). Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention. 

UNESCO (November 1978). Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice. 

United Nations General Assembly (December 1965). International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.  

United Nations General Assembly (November 1981). Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 
United Nations General Assembly (December 2013). Proclamation of the International Decade for People of African Descent.
United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHCR) (March 2007). The Yogyakarta Principles. Principles on the Application of International Human Rights Law in Relation to Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity. 

United Nations (2001). World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance. 
GENERAL COMMITTEE 
1. Migration in the Americas
General Information and Documents: 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) (December 1990). International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.
Specific Documents per subtopic:

a. Cooperation among countries of origin, transit and destination to ensure the protection of the rights of migrants in the Americas. 
OAS (December 2010). Report on Immigration in the United States: Detention and Due Process. See Chapters III and V. 
OAS (December 2013). Human Rights of Migrants and Other Persons in the Context of Human Mobility in Mexico. See Chapters II and IV.
OAS (June 2005). Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families.  

b. Analyze best practices between Member States to efficiently manage youth migration in the region.
International Organization for Migration (IOM) (May 2011). GMC Symposium: Migration and Youth: Harnessing Opportunities for Development – International Cooperation and the Youth Dimension of the Migration-Development Nexus. 

International Organization for Migration (IOM) (2011). Unaccompanied Children on the Move. 
United Nations. (2013). World Youth Report 2013: Youth Migration and Development. 
United Nations (N/D). Youth and Migration. 

c. Promotion of a hemispheric debate on the gender dimension of migration.
OAS (November 2007). Report on Gender and Migration. 
Hondagneu-Sotelo, P. (June 2011). Gender and Migration Scholarship: An Overview from a 21st Century Perspective. 

Migration Policy Institute (MPI). (March 2003). Women and Migration: Incorporating Gender into International Migration Theory. 
Piper, N. (September 2005). Gender and Migration. See pp. 1 – 11. 
2. Protection of human rights in business – UPDATED NOVEMBER 16
General Information and Documents: 
OAS General Assembly (June 2014). AG/RES. 2840 (XLIV-O/14) Promotion and Protections of Human Rights in Business.
OAS - OAS Inter-American Juridical Committee (March 2014). Second report. Corporate Social Responsibility in the Area of Human Rights and the Environment in the Americas See pp. 1-4

United Nations – Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (2015). 2015 United Nations Forum on Business and Human Rights.
United Nations – Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (2015). 2015 United Nations Forum on Business and Human Rights. Background documents, submissions and statements.
United Nations – Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (2015). Business and Human Rights.
United Nations – Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (2015). Resolutions and Decisions. 
University of Minnesota - Human Rights Library (n.d.). Global Business Responsibility Resource Center: Human Rights. See sections on “Business importance” and “The advancement of Human Rights”.
Specific Documents per subtopic:

a. Promoting legislation concerning the role of the private sector in the protection of human rights. 

United Nations – Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (2011). Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. See pp 3 – 17.
Amnesty International, United Nations, et al. (2015) Engaging the Private Sector in Post-2015: Human Rights and Accountability. See p. 1.
b. Protecting indigenous groups’ rights in the context of extractive industries.
OAS - Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (December 2009). Indigenous and Tribal Peoples; Rights over their Ancestral Lands and Natural Resources. Norms and Jurisprudence of the Inter-American Human Rights System. See paragraphs 179-244.
European Parliament (2014). Indigenous Peoples, Extractive Industries and Human Rights. See pp. 8-19 and 21-25.
United Nations – General Assembly (2011). Report of the Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples, James Anaya. Extractive industries operating within or near indigenous territories. See pp. 9-16.
c. Promoting corporate social responsibility as a tool to the advancement of human rights.
OAS - OAS Inter-American Juridical Committee (March 2014). Second report. Corporate Social Responsibility in the Area of Human Rights and the Environment in the Americas. See “Guidelines Concerning Corporate Social Responsibility in the Area of Human Rights and Environment in the Americas” in pages 24 and 25

United Nations – Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (2011). Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights See pp. 13-26

FIRST COMMITTEE:  Juridical and Political Affairs 
1. Public defenders and access to justice
General Information and Documents: 
OAS General Assembly (June 2014). AG/RES. 2821 (XLIV-O/14) Toward Autonomy for and Strengthening of Official Public Defenders as a Guarantee of Access to Justice. 

OAS Permanent Council, Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (2014). Report on the Best Practices on Access to Justice and Public Defenders in the Americas. See pp. 8-9; from page 10 and on, see the assigned country’s information.
Specific Documents per subtopic:
a. Identifying the challenges affecting the work of public defenders in Member States.
OAS - Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (December 2013). Guarantees for the Independence of Justice Operators. Towards Strengthening Access to Justice and the Rule of Law in the Americas. See. pp. 20-25 and 51-71.
b. Duty of the State to provide effective public defense as a due process guarantee.
Asociación Interamericana de Defensorías Públicas (AIDEF), Eurosocial (European Union) (2013) Guía Regional para la Defensa Pública y la Protección Integral de las Personas Privadas de la Libertad. See pp.7, 13-21.

OAS – Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (December 2011). Second Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas. See paragraphs 349-359.
United Nations (March 2013) A/RES/67/187 67/187. United Nations Principles and Guidelines on Access to Legal Aid in Criminal Justice Systems. See pp. 5-9 and 15-17.
c. Role of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in promoting the access to justice in impoverished communities.
Eurosocial (European Union) (n.d.). Strengthening of Public Defenders’ Offices.

International Bridges to Justice (n.d.). Lawyer2Lawyer.
2. Civic strengthening of local governments
General Information and Documents: 
OAS Feature (October 2015). Open Government: Building Together the Public Sector that we Want.
OAS - Summit of the Americas Secretariat (n.d.) Follow-up and Implementation: Mandates. Democracy: transparency. 
Open Government Partnership (2011). Open Government Declaration.

OAS (March 2015). OAS Begins First Edition of OAS Fellowship on Open Government in the Americas.
Open Government Partnership (n.d.). Guidance for National OGP Dialogue.

Transparency and Accountability Initiative (n.d.). Open Government Guide. Citizen engagement.
Specific Documents per subtopic:

a. Strengthening mechanisms of citizen participation through local governments. 
Pathways to Prosperity in the Americas (2013). Mechanisms to strengthen citizen participation for environmental decision making.

*OAS – DSD (2013), Monitoring Progress of the Environmental Cooperation Agenda in the CAFTA-DR Countries. See pp. 1, 5, 6; “Best practices” and “Challenges and observations” (pp. 58-61).
OAS (2005). OEA/Ser.K/XXXVII.3 REDMU-III/doc.6/05 Presentation of the Technical Secretariat of the High-level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government and Citizen Participation on the Activities Implemented in the Period 2003-2005.
b. Increasing transparency in local governments through e-government tools. 
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) (November 2005). International Task Force Launched fir e-Government Collaboration in Latin America and the Caribbean.
OAS, IDB, and International Development Research Center (2008). About the Inter-American Network on Government Procurement.

OAS (2009). MuNet e-Government.
OAS (n.d.). Programa MuNet e-Gobierno. Documento Descriptivo.

c. The role of community activism in the strengthening of local governments.
Canadian Foundation for the Americas (2006). Civil Society in the Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy in the Americas: A Vision for the Future. See pp. 2-11.

Pan American Development Foundation (n.d.). Strengthen Communities and Civil Society.
SECOND COMMITTEE: Hemispheric Security

1.  Citizen security
General Information and Documents: 
OAS Hemispheric Security Observatory. 
OAS (2011). Statistics for the Americas. OAS Observatory on Citizen Security – Data Repository.
Specific Documents per subtopic:

a. Promoting a multi-dimensional approach to improve the issue of citizen security at the state level. 

OAS (2012). Report on Citizen Security in the Americas (in English and Spanish). 
 

OAS (October 2003). Declaration on Security in the Americas. 
b. Coordinated efforts among law enforcement, civil society and communities to reduce crime and violence.
OAS (December 2008). Public Security in the Americas: Challenges and Opportunities.
c. Promoting efficient police management and training to guarantee citizen security in the Americas. 
OAS (November 2011). Port of Spain Recommendations for Police Management.
OAS (October 2008). Commitment to Public Security in the Americas. 
2. Combating arms trafficking
General Information and Documents: 
OAS (1997). Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA). 

OAS (March 2004). Declaration of Bogota on the Functioning and Application of the CIFTA. 
OAS (May 2012). Course of Action 2012-2016 for the Operation and Implementation of the CIFTA.

OAS (in U.S. Department of State) (June 2014). AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14) Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach. See Section on the CIFTA. 
OAS (May 2015). Report of the Sixteenth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA. 
Specific Documents per subtopic:

a. New regional approaches to prevent trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives and related materials.

OAS (May 2008). Proposed Model Legislation and Commentaries for Strengthening Controls at Export Points for Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and other Related Materials. 
OAS (May 2012). Course of Action 2012-2016 for the Operation and Implementation of the CIFTA. 
b. Initiatives to advance border security in the Americas to reduce the flow of small arms.  

OAS (May 2012). Course of Action 2012-2016 for the Operation and Implementation of the CIFTA. See Section 5 on Border controls. 

OAS (May 2008). Proposed Model Legislation and Commentaries for Strengthening Controls at Export Points for Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials. 
OAS (n.d.). Model Regulations for the Control of the International Movement of Firearms, their Parts and Components and Ammunition. 
c. Strengthening cooperation among law enforcement agencies on best practices and training to combat firearms trafficking.

OAS (May 2012). Course of Action 2012-2016 for the Operation and Implementation of the CIFTA.

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (n.d.). Law Enforcement. 
THIRD COMMITTEE:  Inter-American Council for Integral Development – CIDI

1. Creation of sustainable cities in the Americas
General Information and Documents: 

OAS - Department of Sustainable Development Web page: Sustainable Cities.
OAS - Department of Sustainable Development Web page: Sustainable Communities in Central America and the Caribbean.
OAS (June 2014). AG/RES. 2819 (XLIV-O/14) Sustainable and equitable cities and communities in the Americas.
OAS (November 2014). CIDI/INF. 94/14 2014 Update: Organization of American States Work on Sustainable Cities and Communities in the Americas. 
Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development, Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia - OAS (December 1996). Plan of Action for the Sustainable Development of the Americas. See Chapter II.3 on Sustainable Cities and Communities.
Specific Documents per subtopic: 

a. Advancing sustainable cities in the Americas through public-private partnerships focused on waste management.
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) (December 2014). Better Waste Management in Cities. (Video). 

OAS (August 2014). Island solutions: Recycling sweeps into Saint Lucia (YouTube video).
OAS (n.d.).  Closed Looped Cycle Production in the Americas (Video).
OAS (n.d.). Sustainable Communities in Central America and the Caribbean. Waste Management, Recycling (including electronic waste) and Improved Water Resource Management.
OAS Course: Power Point presentation by Sustainable Barbados Recycling Centre, Inc.  Do you know what happens to your garbage once it leaves your home? Waste Management and Recycling. An SBRC Perspective (advance manually).
b. Encouraging entrepreneurship initiatives and innovation to promote energy efficiency and the use of clean energy in the Americas.

OAS (June 2007). Energy for Sustainable Development in the Americas.
OAS (2015). Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS). Implementation and Achievements 2012-2014. See pp. 31-34.
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) (April 2015). IDB announces the winners of the 2014 IDEAS Energy Innovation Contest.
The White House (January 2015). FACT SHEET: Fostering a Cleaner and More Sustainable Energy Future in the Caribbean.
c. Promoting awareness measures and citizen participation to create resilience to natural hazards.

Hinds, F. (August 2015). Coastal Flooding from Marine Sources (PowerPoint Presentation). 
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) (2015).  Disaster Risk Management. 
OAS (2015). Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS). Implementation and Achievements 2012-2014. See pp. 21-25.
OAS (2010). Community-Centered Flood Early Warning Systems in the Central American Isthmus and the Dominican Republic.
OAS (n.d.). Sustainable Communities in Central America and the Caribbean Resilience to Natural Disasters.
United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction Secretariat (UNISDR) (2009) Global assessment report on disaster risk reduction. See Chapter 6, Sections 6.2 and 6.5.
2. Competitiveness, Innovation and Technology and Micro, Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (MSMEs)
General Information and Documents: 

OAS. Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC). 
Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC) (2014). Signs of Competitiveness in the Americas. See pp. 117 – 131. 
Specific Documents per subtopic:
a. Promotion of public-private partnerships to improve the competitiveness and productivity of MSMEs. 
FOMIN (n.d.). Public Private Partnerships a Tool to Build Development. 
Harvard Business Review (January 2013). Delivering on the Promise of Private-Public Partnerships. 
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) (2014). Evaluating the environment for public-private partnerships in Latin America and the Caribbean. See Infrascope country summaries: pp. 25- 44.
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) (April 2015). Lessons Learned and Best Practices in Public-Private Partnership Projects. 
World Bank. (May 2015). Public-Private Partnerships (PPP): How can PPPs help deliver better services? (YouTube video).  
b. Initiatives to boost the innovation, entrepreneurship and internationalization of high impact SMEs across the Hemisphere. 
Clinton Global Initiative (2013). Improving the Quality of Education Through Technological Innovation (YouTube video). 
Fox Business. (February 2015). IIC’s New App Aims to Help SMEs in Latin America Up Competitive Edge. 
Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC). The Landscape of Innovation in the Americas. 
The Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). High growth SMEs, innovation, entrepreneurship and intellectual assets. Study of High Growth SMEs in Brazil, Chile, and Mexico. 

c. Promoting the use of technologies to solve problems, bridge gaps and improve the quality of life in communities in both urban and rural areas, through SMEs.
SAP (December 2013). Top Technologies for SME Growth. 

Inter-American Development Bank (n.d.). Science, Technology, and Innovation in Latin America and the Caribbean. A Statistical Compendium of Indicators.  See Chapters III, IV and V.
International Finance Corporation (February 2013). Strengthening Small Businesses in emerging countries. Stories of the SME Toolkit (YouTube video). 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE:  Children and Youth
1.  Youth education and labor market
General Information and Documents: 
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) (2015). Youth at Risk. 
OAS (2015). Declaration of Asunción for the Forty-four Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly: “Development with Social Inclusion” (Press release). 

OAS (April 2015). Youth Declaration. IV Young Americas Forum: Youth Partners for Prosperity.
 OAS (February 2015). Building an Inter-American Education Agenda: Education with Equity for Prosperity. 

OAS (August 2009). Declaration of Quito. "Better Opportunities for the Youth of the Americas: Rethinking Secondary Education".
OAS (June 2012). Social Charter of the Americas. See Chapter II (pp. 4-6). 

OAS (September 2001). Inter-American Democratic Charter. Chapter 3 (Article 11-16). 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) (2015). 2015 Human Development Report - Rethinking Work for Human Development. 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) (2014). The 2014 Human Development Report - Sustaining Human Progress: Reducing Vulnerabilities and Building Resilience. See Country Profiles.
Specific Documents per subtopic:

a. New approaches to increase competitiveness and promote entrepreneurship among the youth of the Americas.
IZA Journal of Labor & Development. (June 2014). Life skills, employability and training for disadvantaged youth: Evidence from a randomized evaluation design. See the following sections: Introduction, Juventud y Empleo Program, and Conclusions.
OAS (June 2015). Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas. See Chapter 1 - Labor (p. 2).   

OAS (November 2013). Declaration of Medellin 2013. 50 Years of Inter-American Dialogue for the Promotion of Social Justice and Decent Work: Progress and Challenges Towards Sustainable Development.
b. Development of new educational models and training for youth to meet the needs of the evolving labor market. 
OAS (June 2015). Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas. See Chapter 5 - Education (pp. 4-5).
OAS (April 2015). Seventh Summit of the Americas - "Prosperity with Equity: The Challenge of Cooperation in the Americas". See section on Education (p. 3). 

OAS (April 2015). Social Actor Participation in the Activities of the Summits of the Americas Process Social Actors Forums - Conclusions of Civil Society and Social Actors Forum. See section on Education (pp. 2-4). 

OAS (March 2012). Declaration of Paramaribo. "Transforming the role of the teachers in response to 21st century challenges". 

UNESCO (May 2015). World Education Forum - Incheon Declaration. Education 2030: Towards inclusive and equitable quality education and lifelong learning for all. 

World Education Blog (June 2014). The Muscat Agreement: New proposed post 2015 global education goal and targets announced today. 

c. Cooperation between the industry and the education sector to develop job-relevant skill-building programs.
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) (April 2012). One Million Youth in Latin American and the Caribbean to Benefit from Novel Job Training Alliance (News Releases). 

Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) (July 2010). Beyond the Soccer Fields (Webstories). 
IZA Journal of Labor & Development. (June 2014). Life skills, employability and training for disadvantaged youth: Evidence from a randomized evaluation design. See the following sections: Introduction, Juventud y Empleo Program, and Conclusions.

OAS (November 2013). Declaration of Medellin 2013. 50 Years of Inter-American Dialogue for the Promotion of Social Justice and Decent Work: Progress and Challenges Towards Sustainable Development.
2. Youth protection and empowerment
General Information and Documents: 
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). (Sep. 2012). Citizen Security. Conceptual Framework and Empirical Evidence. See Section F (pp. 35 – 39). 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) (2014). UNDP Youth Strategy 2014-2017. See Chapter IV (pp. 35 – 40) and Chapter VI (pp. 42 – 43). 
Specific Documents per subtopic:

a. Comprehensive measures to prevent and eradicate child labor in the Americas.
International Labour Organization (ILO) (n.d.). Child labour in Latin America and the Caribbean. Visit the section that corresponds to your assigned country.

Norwegian Peacebuilding Resource Centre (NOREF) (August 2013). Youth violence prevention in Latin America and the Caribbean: A scoping review of the evidence. 
United States Department of Labor (2013). Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor. See the Country Profile of your assigned country.
UNESCO (2013). United Nations System priorities to address Child Labour in Latin America and the Caribbean. A common commitment. See Chapter 2 (pp. 24 – 35). 
b. Awareness measures to prevent the participation of children and youth in criminal activities.
Banco de Desarrollo de América Latina (CAF) (June, 2014) (Only available in Spanish). Por una América Latina más segura: Una nueva perspectiva para prevenir y controlar el delito. Ver Capítulo 2 (pp. 51 – 91). 

United Nations (n.d.). United Nations Fact Sheets on Youth: Fact Sheet on Juvenile Justice. 
World Bank (2005). Youth Crime Prevention.
World Heath Organization (2010). Violence prevention: the evidence. See Overview, Chapter 1 and Chapter 2 (pp. 3 – 43)

c. Training for teachers to identify youth at risk. 
Fagan, A. and Catalano, R. (November 6, 2012). What works in Youth Violence Prevention: A Review of the Literature. See pp.  150 – 153.

Furlong, M. et al. (n.d.). Preventing School Violence: A Plan for Safe and Engaging Schools. 

Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) (2007). School-Based Violence Prevention.  

World Bank (2005). Youth Crime Prevention.
According to Art. 44 through 48 of the MOAS Rules of Procedure, the format of the MOAS for high schools is a Working Group Format. The instructions to work within the committees are the following:


The head delegates will work and debate Topic No.1 in each committee.


The alternate delegates will work and debate Topic No. 2 in each committee.


Each of the subtopics (“a” through “c”) will originate a Working Group.


Each of these Working Groups will produce one (1) resolution on the subtopic.


Follow the times and instructions included in the Calendar of Events to organize the work within each Working Group.


The joint resolutions issued by the Working Groups of the alternate delegates will be debated by the head delegates and vice versa (according to Art. 54 to 56). Please note the following:


Each working group elects a “Working Group Representative” to present the resolution to the committee (this applies also to the Alternate delegates’ working groups).


The Alternate delegates may respond to the questions that any head delegate asks during the debate of their working groups’ resolutions. However, both the head and alternate delegates for the same country must have the same position and cannot go against one another (Art. 56.)
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