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DECLARATION OF THE 32nd MODEL OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR HIGH SCHOOLS 
Beyond the Millennium goals: Compromise to reduce inequality in the Americas by the year 2030
(Adopted at the First Plenary Session, held on December 6, 2013)
WE, THE STUDENT DELEGATIONS, gathered in Washington, D.C., on the occasion of the 32nd Model OAS General Assembly for High Schools,

RECOGNIZING the statements made in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights encouraging education of other races, genders, and religions in order to promote the eradication of discrimination within the countries under the Charter of the Organization of American States;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Plan of Action Québec, 2001 in which it is stated that education is the key to strengthening democratic institutions, promoting the development of human potential, equality and understanding among our people, as well as sustaining economic growth and reducing poverty;

REAFFIRMING that education is key to strengthening democratic institutions, as stated in Section III Article 16 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which calls for the provision of greater opportunities for education that would allow for more transparency in government and reaffirm the OAS’ mission to promote democracy;

CONSIDERING that Article 4 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter highlights transparency in government activities, probity, and responsible public administration on the part of governments, as well as respect for social rights and freedom of expression of the press, as essential components of the exercise of democracy;
BEARING IN MIND the Second Progress Report on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption in which the OAS took 748 relevant actions to combat corruption in countries between December 2010 and March 2013;
FULLY ALARMED by recent protests in many nations throughout the hemisphere against the lack of transparency of decisions made by the government and lack inability to voice their opinions;
BEARING IN MIND that every person has the right to access information under the control of the state, including the information that relates to national security, except when it is protected by law;

HAVING SEEN the success of the Instituto Federal de Acceso a la Información y Protección de Datos (IFAI) in Mexico, through the implementation of care centers using InfoMex, thus, allowing its citizens to exercise their rights of access to information and voice their opinion, as a way to encourage transparency in the government;
FULLY AWARE that the aforementioned is supported by the statements made during the recent Economic and Social Council meeting between the OAS and the UN that focuses on the improvement of the prospects for the lower economic classes, thereby creating a larger middle class;

BEARING IN MIND Article II of the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Persons With Disabilities, which declares that member states must “prevent and eliminate all forms of discrimination against persons with disabilities and to promote their full integration into society.”, as well as Article VI which states that, “a Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, composed of one representative appointed by each state party, shall be established.”;

MINDFUL OF AG/RES. 2339 (XXXVII-O/07) which focuses on the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016);

REMEMBERING that Article 34 of the Charter of the Organization of the American States establishes that equality of opportunity, the elimination of extreme poverty, equitable distribution of wealth and income and the full participation of their peoples in decisions relating to their own development are, among others, basic objectives of integral development;

BEARING IN MIND Article 17 of the Charter of the Organization of the American States, which reflects that “Each State has the right to develop its cultural, political, and economic life freely and naturally”, while at the same time each “State shall respect the rights of the individual and the principles of universal morality.”;

RECOGNIZING the statements of the Inter-American Convention Against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, which acknowledge the duty of upholding fundamental human rights, including the right to equal treatment regardless of gender;

BEARING IN MIND that women comprise two thirds of the world's illiterate population, and considering the United Nation's Plan for Global Sustainable Development, which encourages gender equality through the education of women and the subsequent employment and improvement of society and the economy as a whole;

FULLY AWARE OF the work of the Inter-American Commission on Women (CIM) which has tirelessly supported the promotion of equal access, participation, leadership, representation, and influence of women in the civil, political, economic, social, and cultural spheres of the global community;
RECOGNIZING the large gap between classes and economic disparities in the Americas;

RECOGNIZING that a study by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean in 2011 states that 174 million people are living in poverty and 73 million people live below the extreme poverty line, which totals to an amount of 18.2% of the 953.6 million who live in the Americas;
CONSIDERING that the Inter-American Convention against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance states that a pluralistic and democratic society must take into account the differing beliefs and opinions of any person, whether or not he or she is a minority, and that freedom of belief or opinion should be a fundamental right;

CONSIDERING that the Inter-American Convention against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance in Article I defines discrimination as the act of excluding, restricting, preventing, and making any form of distinction to people in their public or private life, and that discrimination may be based on nationality, age, sex, religion, political opinions, disability, race, and socioeconomic status;

HAVING SEEN Article 4 of the Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination and Related Forms of Intolerance, which works to eradicate teaching materials, methods, and tools that promote discrimination within primary education, thereby also promoting equality within the educational system; and
FULLY AWARE of the work of the inter American Commission of Human Rights in helping nations implement public policies that eradicate discrimination and promote tolerance,

DECLARE:
1. That member states should establish better education systems to eradicate poverty, in order to create more equal economic opportunities that work to close the gap between economic classes.
2. Their resolve to improve the education system of all member nations for the purpose of promoting equality amongst all, and to ensure that the values of tolerance and anti discrimination are taught within the primary education systems of all member nations. 
3. That the aforementioned improvement is made on a nation to nation basis, and that the OAS Development of Education and the annual meeting of the Ministers of Education re-evaluate the educational systems of all member nations and continue to do so on a yearly basis, with the goal of finding improvement within each educational system, based on the amount of resources provided.
4. That they suggest that all member nations work towards increasing the provision of resources for their education systems in the coming years. 
5. To promote political participation through transparency programs, similar to the IFAI and FOIA, which give citizens the opportunity to openly access vital information in relation to politics. 
6. That a survey program for citizens through annual reporting or mechanisms that gauge public opinion, could be implemented to eradicate or prevent corruption in the countries.
7. To encourage member nations to reconsider the legality of all current laws to broaden scope of racism and anti-discrimination. 
8. To emphasize the importance that all remaining member nations to sign the Inter-American Convention against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance. 
9. To promote programs within member nations that advocate for equal hiring opportunities, which will in turn bolster each nation’s economy. 
10. To support the work of the OAS Department of Social Development and Employment, in order to promote cohesion within society, especially for those people with disabilities. 
11. To highlight reforms in order to promote the political representation of indigenous peoples, similar to what has already been done in Colombia and Bolivia, and to expand their rights.
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GC-1-a

TOWARDS THE PROMOTION AND EXPANSION OF THE
INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION FOR THE ERADICATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AND INTOLERENCE THROUGH FORMAL EDUCATION
Resolution presented by the delegations of Dominica, El Salvador, Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, and Venezuela

THE MOAS/HS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

Bearing in mind that on the Inter-American Convention against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, Member “states undertake to prevent, eliminate, prohibit, and punish, in accordance with their constitutional norms and the provisions of this Convention all acts and manifestations of discrimination and intolerance;”
Noting that there are already a number of organizations that have established multicultural self-sufficient schools and that this model of school is expanding throughout the Americas;
ConsiderinG that the hemisphere is an inherently multicultural and multilingual society;
Recognizing that eradicating discrimination, intolerance, and racism is essential to provide equal opportunity to all citizens;
Taking into account that numerous people are facing discrimination due to their different circumstances and conditions, and are struggling to maintain equality; and
TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION Article 16 III of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which states that “education is key to … alleviating poverty and fostering greater understanding among our peoples. … It is essential that a quality education be available to all, including girls and women, rural inhabitants, and minorities.”
HAVING SEEN the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance, which was proclaimed and signed by UNESCO member states in which,

Article 4.1 states that “education is the most effective means of preventing intolerance” and strives to “teach people what their shared rights and freedoms are, so that they may be respected, and to promote the will to protect those of others.” 
Article 4.4 states that “the signatories will support and implement programs of social science research and education for tolerance, human rights and non-violence. This means devoting special attention to improving teacher training, curricula, the content of textbooks and lessons, and other educational materials including new educational technologies, with a view to educating caring and responsible citizens open to other cultures, able to appreciate the value of freedom, respectful of human dignity and differences, and able to prevent conflicts or resolve them by non-violent means.”

RESOLVES:

1. To thank OAS member states and private foundations such as World University Service (WUS) for their diligent efforts to decrease discrimination through formal education.
2. To encourage governments to provide educational seminars to their officials for a better understanding of the dynamics and repercussions of discrimination.
3. To partner with organizations such as the Human Rights Education Associates to provide anti-discrimination training and education to educators, so that they may be better prepared to prevent discrimination and intolerance among their students. 

4. To expand the model of self-sufficient schools such as those created by the Fundación Paraguaya and the Mano Amiga organization, to increase availability of formal multicultural education to minority groups and individuals of lower economic status.
5. To implement an online education database to allow teachers across the Americas to share multi-cultural curricula to increase awareness of other cultures.
6. To request funding as needed from foundations such as the Ford Foundation and MacArthur Foundation. 

GC-1-b

A PROPOSAL TO ERADICATE DISCRIMINATION AND INTOLERANCE IN THE AMERICAS
Resolution presented by the delegations of Bahamas, Belize, Chile, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago

THE MOAS/HS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

NOTING that according to the Inter-American Convention Against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, adopted by the Member States in June 2013 “Discrimination shall mean any distinction, exclusion, restriction, or preference, in any area of public or private life, the purpose or effect of which is to nullify or curtail the equal recognition, enjoyment, or exercise of one or more human rights and fundamental freedoms enshrined in the international instruments applicable to the States Parties. Discrimination may be based on nationality; age; sex; sexual orientation; gender identity and expression; language; religion; cultural identity; political opinions or opinions of any kind; social origin; socioeconomic status; educational level; migrant, refugee, repatriation, stateless or internally displaced status; disability; genetic trait; mental or physical health condition, including infectious-contagious condition and debilitating psychological condition; or any other condition”;
RECOGNIZING that the greatest way to end intolerance is through education programs and awareness campaigns, and that in order to establish these programs, it is suggested that nations look to the measures already taken by Brazil, Colombia, and the United States, such as their Joint Action plan of 2008 to eliminate racial and ethnic discrimination and promote equality, which “recognizes Brazil, [Colombia], and the United States [as] multi-ethnic, multi-racial democracies whose ties of friendship are strengthened by shared experiences”; 
CONSIDERING that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948, adopted by the United Nations, affirms that “…all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in that Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth, or other status.”; and
EXPRESSING support for the OAS resolution on sexual orientation, gender identity and human rights, adopted by consensus in 2008, 
RESOLVES:

1. To hold an annual Universal Diversity Day that allows countries to celebrate the different types of diversity it supports. 
2. On that day, hold an annual festival across the Americas to celebrate cultural diversity and to promote tolerance. 
3. To allow this festival to serve as an educational campaign to encourage tolerance and strengthen the eradication of discrimination as set forth in the Inter-American Convention Against all Forms of Discrimination.
4. To invite local businesses to take part in the festival in an effort to fund the program and stimulate the local economy.
5. To ask for funding from Non-Governmental Programs, including the World Bank, the IMF, the Global Cooperation Society, the Working Group of Girls, and other programs that express interest in the eradication of discrimination.
6. To implement this program for a minimum of three years in the spirit of continuous improvement and, if it is effective, to reinstate it every year afterwards.
7. To create a universal symbol for anti-discrimination for media and awareness purposes.

GC-1-c

INITIATIVES FOR COOPERATION AMONG THE COUNTRIES OF THE AMERICAS FOR THE APPLICATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION FOR THE ERADICATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AND INTOLERANCE

Resolution presented by the delegations of Argentina, Barbados, Brazil, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Honduras, Jamaica, and the United States of America
THE MOAS/HS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN that the Inter-American Convention Against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, hereafter referred to as the Convention, was adopted on June 5, 2013 at the 43rd Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly, but has only been signed by six member states;
RECALLING Articles 6 and 7 of the Convention, which promote the creation of policies and legislation predicated on equal opportunity for all persons;
BEARING IN MIND:
 
Article 13 of the Convention, which encourages the designation of national institutions that shall be responsible for monitoring compliance with the principles of the convention;

Article 15 of the Convention, which establishes the Inter-American Committee for the Prevention and Elimination of Racism, Racial Discrimination, and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, hereafter known as the Committee;

NOTING that discrimination is defined as any practice aimed at treating people of different race, ethnicity, background, gender, or sexual orientation in an unfair and demeaning manner, and is related to incidence of internal conflict within countries, as well as lower standards of living for discriminated groups and high levels of poverty and mortality;

RECOGNIZING that the Convention fosters equality in the Americas and advances the prosperity, democratic values, democratic institutions, and security of our Hemisphere; and
EMPHASIZING that ensuring the effectiveness of the Convention is necessary in order to ensure equality amongst all peoples in the Americas and the eradication of all forms of discrimination,
RESOLVES:

1. To urge all member states to sign the Inter-American Convention Against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance or provide statements of justification explaining any questions and/or issues by the member states that may be preventing them from signing the Convention to the OAS Department of International Law and the Committee;
2. To ask the OAS Department of International Law and the Committee to use the statements of justification mentioned in Resolve 1 to assess the situation regarding approval of the Convention throughout the hemisphere, formulate a course of action to rectify any problems so that more member states may be encouraged to sign the Convention, and propose this plan to the General Secretariat to be executed, pending approval;
3. To ask the OAS Department of International Law and the Committee to advise member states to create policies to eradicate discrimination and intolerance, if they have not already done so;
4. To instruct the Committee to create a Mechanism of Public Voice on Discrimination and Intolerance, abbreviated as MOPVODI, as a communication device for persons to express opinions and ideas on the issue of discrimination in the hemisphere, including reports on observed acts of discrimination and intolerance, petitions for member states to sign the Convention, and proposals for community action to raise awareness on problems, including but not limited to the following components:
a) The organization and maintenance of public offices in each member state in collaboration with the national institutions responsible for compliance with the Convention with similar goals against discrimination;
b) A phone hotline through which citizens may report complaints, ask questions, and speak on the issues in question, which will be maintained by the public offices described in the above clause; and
c) An online portal containing information on the Convention and member states’ policy towards the Convention as well as methods of submitting reports, questions, and comments, which will be maintained by the public offices described in the above clause.
5. To request that the Committee organize regional workshops, roundtables, and public discussion forums on discrimination and intolerance in the hemisphere with particular emphasis on the Convention to receive direct public input on the ideas presented therein and encourage democratic participation of the general populace;
6. To call upon all member states and permanent observers, as well as public and private national and international organizations, to support programs against discrimination in the hemisphere through monetary contributions to the Committee so that this body may continue to carry out its plans.
GC-2-a

EXTENDING TRANSPARENCY AND REDUCING CORRUPTION THROUGH THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT
Resolution presented by the delegations of Argentina, Barbados, Guatemala, Haiti, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, and the United States of America

THE MOAS/HS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that democracy is vital to OAS member states and is made a priority through the four pillars of the OAS;

NOTING that Article 4 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that transparency should be active in all states in the Americas;

ACKNOWLEDGING that access to information is a basic tool for building an active citizenry to be part of the democratic process of each nation; 

RECOGNINZING that the court case of Claude Reyes vs. Chile successfully helped establish the solid Transparency Act which allowed that country to become a leading country in accessing information policies; 

SEEING THAT Article 13 of the American Convention on Human Rights states that “the right of access to information is a universal human right”; 

NOTING THAT financial corruption may deter the effectiveness of foreign aid to social and infrastructure development, as well as the allocation of resources to said sectors; 

EMPHASIZING the significance of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (IACC) to “promote, facilitate and regulate cooperation among the States Parties to ensure the effectiveness of measures and actions to prevent, detect, punish, and eradicate corruption in the performance of the public functions and acts of corruption specifically related to such performance”. And that the IACC has been ratified by 33 member states of the Organization of American States; and 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) implemented by the United States, that will give citizens methods to expand transparency, 
RESOLVES:

1. To suggest that the Member States consider the FOIA to model or design legislation and regulations on that topic.

2. To raise awareness of each citizen’s right to access information through the media and public service announcement.               
3. To emphasize the importance of transparency in a democratic society and the right of every citizen to request access to governmental information.
4. To utilize the Mechanism for Follow-Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) to ensure funds are properly allocated. 
a) To request that the Anti-Corruption Portal of the Americas provides information regarding transparency in public administration and anti-corruption cooperation, including developments within the MESICIC framework and technical cooperation efforts. 
5. To raise awareness of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption to further highlight the effectiveness of the Freedom of Information Act.  

GC-2-b

A PROPOSAL TO PROMOTE GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY THROUGH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Resolution presented by the delegations of The Bahamas, Bolivia, Chile, Jamaica, Panama, Paraguay, and Venezuela

THE MOAS/HS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


RECOGNIZING Article 2 (a). and (e) of the Charter of the Organization of American States, which proclaims as two of its essential purposes “To strengthen the peace and security of the continent;” and “To seek the solution of political, juridical, and economic problems that may arise among them;”


RECOGNIZING AG/RES. 2222 (XXXVI-O/06)- Cooperation among the Member States in the fight against corruption and impunity; 
REAFFIRMING THAT transparency in government activities, probity, responsible public administration on the part of governments, respect for social rights, and freedom of expression and of the press, are essential components of the exercise of democracy;

CONVINCED THAT fighting corruption strengthens democratic institutions and prevents economic distortions, dishonesty in public administration, and the erosion of moral standards in society;”


RECOGNIZING the preamble of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, noting that “corruption undermines the legitimacy of public institution and strikes at society, moral order, and justice, as well as at the comprehensive development of peoples,” and also stating that in some cases “corruption has international dimensions, which requires coordinated action by States to fight it effectively, and showing concern of steadily increasing links between corruption and the proceeds generated by illicit narcotics trafficking which undermine and threaten legitimate commercial financial activities, society, at all levels;”


CONSIDERING the success of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, having been signed by 30 member states and ratified by 28, and noting that major advances can be made in the fight against corruption through information exchange, coordination of efforts, and partnership-building among the different branches and levels of government, parliamentarians, the private sector, and interested civil society organizations;


REFERENCING THAT, as stated in the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, “peace and development of the region, requires, by its nature, the combating of every form of corruption in the performance of public functions as well as acts of corruption specifically related to such performance;”


ACKNOWLEDGING a need for transparency in governments in order to prevent tyranny, corruption, and deception of citizens of the American States;


BEARING IN MIND that the principles of liberty and social equality are central to the values of democracy and essential to its preservation; 

NOTING the current state of the world to being that which is almost entirely technologically operated; and
CONSIDERING a need to provide the necessary technology required to access government information in order to create transparency,
RESOLVES:

1. To generate transparency in member states by providing accessibility to government information and to manifest this accessibility through information and communication technology.
2. To suggest that government officials and public dependencies create Web Pages and social media profiles to organize and post public statements for citizen access and to create government databases including legislation and public records that can be accessed by the people.
3. To partner with major phone companies and foundations in order to provide local internet access and internet development specialists to assist in implementation of Resolve 2.
4. To partner with the private sector in each country to provide the necessary resources and to install the appropriate technology necessary to meet the technological needs.
5. To denounce internet censorship for the sake of preventing corruption.
6. To prevent the proliferation of corruption and deceit in governments and subsequently to create maximum transparency in and between OAS member states.
GC-2-c

FIGHTING CORRUPTION THROUGH CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AND CIVIL SOCIETY ENGAGEMENT IN PROMOTING FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND TRANSPARENCY

Resolution presented by the delegations of Belize, Brazil, Colombia, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Guyana and Suriname


THE MOAS/HS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES.2514 (XXXIX-O/09), which states that “access to information is a fundamental human right and an essential condition for all democratic societies”; 
RECALLING that attacks such as the murder, kidnapping, harassment of and/or threats to journalists and others exercising their right to freedom of expression, as well as the material destruction of communications facilities, pose a significant threat to independent and investigative journalism, to freedom of expression and to the free flow of information to the public;

BEARING IN MIND the belief expressed in the Inter-American Legal Framework Regarding the Right to Access to Information Second Edition Article A.4 that “[t]he right of access to information is considered a fundamental tool for citizen control of State affairs and public administration (especially when it comes to controlling corruption); for citizen participation in politics through the informed exercise of political rights; and for the general fulfillment of other human rights, especially for the most vulnerable groups.”

RECOGNIZING the government is an institution in place for the benefit of the people;

AWARE of initiatives taken to eradicate corruption through pre-existing laws and resolves;

NOTING Article 4 of the OAS Democratic Charter states that “[t]ransparency in government activities, probity, responsible public administration on the part of governments, respect for social rights, and freedom of expression and of the press are essential components of the exercise of democracy”;

UNDERSCORING that corruption in government threatens individual rights and liberties of all citizens, and transparency is the most effective way to combat corruption;
RECOGNIZING the importance of access to public information and personal data protection to strengthening democracy by protecting many individual and collective rights which are fundamental to human rights protection, economic development, and governance;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that links between corruption and illegal proceeds have undermined legitimate commercial and financial activities in society; and
CONVINCED THAT individuals should have the right to submit a complaint to an independent body alleging a failure to effectively apply an information disclosure policy, and that this body should have the power to consider such complaints and to provide redress where warranted,
RESOLVES:

1. To establish the Committee of Citizen Engagement for Promotion of Transparency (CoCEPT) for the purpose of: 
a) Creating educational and civil campaigns;
b) Creating a body to investigate areas with suspected failures to disclose information for appropriate reasons; and
c) Collecting reports from citizens and based on this:
i. Contacting member states to determine the reasons why the information was not provided;
ii. Compiling the report of incidents where sufficient justification was not provided; and 
iii. Presenting the report to the general assembly.
2. To assign the Committee to aid countries in educating and promoting the knowledge of citizen’s rights through civil and educational campaigns that publicize the Mutual Legal Awareness Website for reporting to the Committee any failures to disclose information without just cause.
3. To instruct the implementation of investigative officials of the CoCEPT committee in areas of suspected failures, with a specific focus on rural areas, regarding information disclosure and lack of transparency.
4. To have reports specified in resolve 1 collected and presented to the General Assembly for informative purposes.  
5. To place responsibility of funding in the hands of the committee formed, but to recommend that funding be drawn from civil society including charitable foundations, people interested, and non-profit organizations. 
6. To request member states and the general public to promote funding for workshops, given by REMJA and MESICIC, dealing with legal cooperation against corruption and threats to citizen participation and civil society engagements in promoting freedom of information and transparency.
7. To instruct the General Secretariat to request information regarding attacks on journalists and others on premises of attempting to halt independent and investigative journalism, and following that, decide which member states should increase penalties on such assaults against those attempting to promote the freedom of information and transparency, and advise those member states to do so with given justification.
32nd MODEL OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR HIGH SCHOOLS

December 4th – 6th, 2013
BOOK OF RESOLUTIONS

FIRST COMMITTEE


I-1-a

ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Resolution presented by the delegations of Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago

THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


CONSIDERING that the protection of human rights and the bettering of human life are the pillars of the Inter-American System, and important pillars of the Organization of American States;

TAKING NOTE of the document titled “Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016)”, confirmed by the Committee on Judicial and Political Affairs at its meeting on April 26, 2007 (CP/CAJP-2496/07 corr.1);

RECALLING the “Program of Action for the Decade” which called for the promotion of “prevention of preventable disabilities” in order to reduce the number of persons with disabilities in the Americas and also called for the assurance of “safe and independent access by persons with disabilities, … on an equal basis with others” in order to provide equality for all people in public environments (CP/CAJP-2496/07 corr.1);

ACKNOWLEDGING many debilitating diseases that effectively produce disabilities on people can be prevented with an inoculation;

RECOGNIZING that many companies are discriminating against persons with disabilities by unjustly refusing to hire those with physical or mental limitations; and

CONVINCED that commercials and ad campaigns are an effective means of raising awareness by spreading information to the population,
RESOLVES:

1. To urge the creation of investigative committees to probe companies in order to ensure equality for people with disabilities.

2. To create laws against discrimination based on disabilities, and promote the training of lawyers in the public sector to defend those persons with disabilities more effectively in civil cases involving these laws.

3. To create an ad campaign for the awareness of persons with disabilities sponsored mostly by the government’s advertising budget but also by the welcoming of donations by private companies in exchange for an equitable tax exemption and a chance to sponsor a good cause.

4. To recognize the success of the Americans with Disabilities Act of the United States, and suggest to use those approaches towards bettering accessibility for those with physical limitations by installing ramps and handicap accessible parking spaces;

5. To promote the training of persons with disabilities to be better suited for working in public areas and in their workplaces.

6. To provide the appropriate means by which persons with communications’ disabilities be given equal opportunities, such as translators or close captioning in public places and organizations, that may cater to these persons.

I-1-b

EFFORT TOWARDS MAINSTREAMING THE ISSUE OF DISABILITY WITHIN DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS IN THE HEMISPHERE
Presented by the delegations of The Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Colombia, El Salvador, United States, Guatemala, and Haiti

THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN AG/RES. 1608 (XXIX-O/99) the Inter-American Convention of the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Persons with Disabilities;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that 80% of people with disabilities in the Americas live in developing countries; and
RECOGNIZING the impact of the Inter-American Convention of the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Persons with Disabilities,

RESOLVES:
1. To commend the prior work of the Inter-American Convention of the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Persons with Disabilities and that of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI).

2. To encourage member states to adopt the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Persons with Disabilities’ definition of ‘disability’ in order to more universally address the issue across state borders, with the following considerations:
a) The term “disability” means a physical, mental, or sensory impairment, whether permanent or temporary, that limits the capacity to perform one more essential activities of daily life, and which can be caused or aggravated by the economic and social environment.
3. To petition UNESCO to consider merging its offices concerning persons with disabilities with the Committee for the Elimination of all Forms of Discriminations Against Persons with Disabilities, in order to increase efficiency of operations undertaken to ameliorate the situation of those with disabilities, with the following considerations:
a) Partial merging of UNESCO into the Committee would increase the effectiveness and the presence of both organizations in the American continent;
b) All funding received by the OAS will stay under the jurisdiction of the former for use only in the Americas;
c) All funding received by UNESCO would fall under the jurisdiction of UNESCO; 
d) These merged offices of UNESCO would only be given arbitration projects as long as the projects concern the member states and take place in the American continent; and
e) Merging would only consist of moving all jurisdictions concerning persons with disabilities in UNESCO into the Committee’s offices, allowing for UNESCO to continue as before in all of its obligations.
4. To form entities from the merged organizations that will conduct observation missions in member states and formulate reports to inform the OAS and the merged offices of UNESCO and Committee, and encourage member states to allow these entities to conduct their work within the states’ borders.
5. To request the Pan-American Health Organization to assist in funding observation missions and other duties.
6. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) assistance for improving social infrastructure regarding education of and about people with disabilities and furthermore to encourage member states to integrate such education and public awareness campaigns. 
7. To request the endorsement of the above-mentioned programs through the support of public figures interested in the welfare of persons with disabilities. 

I-2-a

IMPLEMENTATION OF ECO OAS WITH REGARDS TO THE ELECTORAL PROCESS

Presented by the delegations of The Bahamas, Brazil, Dominica, Honduras, Bolivia, and Guyana
THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TO ASSURE the safety, efficacy, and democracy of elections in the member states to proliferate a more democratic electoral process within the Americas;
IN ORDER to increase the quality of voting procedure and the support the general will as a driving force for fair, democratic elections of officials;
TO INCREASE the public’s confidence in their government and electoral process to promote the inclusion of individual participation;
IN PURSUIT of transforming the public opinion of democracy as the most effective system of administration of public will and societal stability;
REAFFIRMING the citizens’ right to vote is a fundamental human right;
AFFIRMING the Declaration of Principles for International Election Observation;
EMPHASIZING the guidelines outlined in the Code of Conduct for International Election Observers; and 
REGARDING the CPI Transparency index regarding transparency and corruption in nations belonging to the OAS,

RESOLVES:

1. Establish a committee of electoral observers within the OAS to organize, control, and implement observation of elections in member states (ECO OAS, Committee of Electoral Observers of the OAS).

2. ECO OAS will oversee and assess the elections of OAS member states and make judgments of the electoral processes in these countries. The committee will send forth seven electoral observers from neutral NGOs such as Gallup polls  to observe and decide if elections are in fact democratic and according to the rules of each nation. These observers will cast ballots on whether they believe that the elections were democratic and offer their opinions to a board of neutral third-parties and OAS directors (as yet to be decided), who will approve the ECO OAS’ official ruling on the democracy of a particular election.

3. The board will assign each nation a level of democratic quality through a color code from green (strongly democratic) to red (corrupt).

4. Based on the establishment of a vote of the strength of democracy and fidelity to the voting procedure as prescribed by each nation’s individual constitution, the ECO OAS will enforce both positive and negative consequences reasonable and tailored to each member state.

I-2-b

TOWARDS THE MODERNIZATION OF ELECTORAL PROCESSES IN

THE HEMISPHERE
Presented by the delegations of Argentina, Costa Rica, Peru, Chile, Guatemala, and Jamaica 
THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

NOTING that transparency and legitimacy of elections are the foundation of a functioning democracy;

RECOGNIZING that many regions in member states lack modern electoral technologies necessary to allow their population to participate in elections; 

BEARING IN MIND that corruption undermines the use of electoral technologies in the hemisphere;   

RECALLING that AG/RES. 2528 (XXXIX-O/09) has contributed to the modernization of electoral technologies in the hemisphere and the reduction of corruption within governments of member states; and
CONSIDERING that complete and successful adoption of electoral technologies in developing nations is a gradual process,
RESOLVES:

1. To encourage countries to sell used electronic voting equipment to those countries that lack electronic voting means at a low cost, and allow states who cannot pay in monetary form to pay using their natural resources.
2. To provide tutorial sessions at public locations prior to elections to educate voters on how to use voting machines.  
3. To assign certified election monitors in polling locations to assist voters in the case that technological difficulties arise.   
4. To implement electronic counting methods during elections.
5. To increase the legitimacy and transparency of elections by distributing voting receipts that include the picture and name of the candidate chosen by the voter to citizens and election officials to provide tangible evidence of election results.
6. To familiarize voters with candidates by encouraging nations to broadcast political debates through television, radio, and other common media outlets.  
7. To enable illiterate voters to interpret ballots using visual images of the candidates.  

I-2-c

ESTABLISHMENT OF TRAINING PROGRAMS FOR ELECTORAL OBSERVERS IN THE COUNTRIES OF THE HEMISPHERE TO ADVANCE THE OAS OBSERVATION MISSIONS

Presented by the delegations of the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Haiti, Paraguay, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States of America, and Venezuela.

THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

REAFFIRMING that democracy is a universal value based on the freely expressed will of the people to determine their own political, economic, social and cultural systems and their full participation in all aspects of their lives;

RECOGNIZING Article 23 of Chapter 5 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter which states that OAS member states may request that the OAS provide advisory services or assistance for strengthening and developing their electoral institutions and processes;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT Article 4 of Chapter 1 of the Social Charter of the Americas which reflects that member states are responsible for establishing a system of transparent and effective democracy consistent with the principles of the OAS Charter and the commitment of member states to deepening solidarity and Inter-American cooperation on development;

NOTING the analysis and applied research conducted by the OAS Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation, designed to help improve electoral observations; 
CONSIDERING the OAS develops and maintains a permanent, professional service of electoral observers for OAS member states;

RECALLING the Inter-American Democratic Charter wherein the member states committed themselves to sparing no effort to promote democracy and strengthen the rule of law, as well as to enhance all countries abilities to implement the principles and practices of democracy;

RECOGNIZING that while democracies share common features, there is no single model of democracy and that it does not belong to any country or region; 

ACKNOWLEDGING the role of international, regional and other intergovernmental organizations in supporting democracy; and
RECOGNIZING that education and training of electoral observers is key to the strengthening of democratic institutions, the realization of fair and transparent elections and the promotion of a better understanding of electoral processes,

RESOLVES:
1. To create a Council comprised of OAS member states that oversees and ensures the reliability of elections within member states in accordance with ISO standards. This Council would establish training programs for electoral observers to secure transparent and effective elections, while ensuring that it does not infringe on national sovereignty. Member state representatives are appointed to the Council by their home countries. 
2. To work in conjunction with the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO) to identify and address issues related to electoral processes in member states, relying on the framework provided by the Council. 
3. To suggest that DECO, in conjunction with the Council coordinate meetings at OAS Headquarters to notify Council representatives about problems in electoral processes of member states through annual reports.
4. To establish specific training programs for electoral observers in order to enable them to address problems recognized in DECO annual reports.
5. To request financial and organizational aid for biannual Council seminars from third party sponsors, such as the United States, Canada, United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). 
6. To invite governments, OAS organs, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, and international cooperation agencies, including but not exclusive to CIDA and USAID, to intensify their efforts to promote education for democracy, share their best experiences and practices in the field of education concerning electoral observation training, and provide appropriate expertise and resources for the development of relevant educational programs and materials for democracy concerning electoral processes and training in accordance with the OAS and ISO standards.
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II-1-a

ESTABLISHING AN AWARENESS-RAISING TASK FORCE FOR THE PREVENTION, IDENTIFICATION, PROSECUTION, AND PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC EXPLOITATION IN THE AMERICAS
Resolution presented by the delegations of Argentina, Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Honduras, Jamaica, Panama, and Trinidad and Tobago

THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
RECALLING international trafficking in humans reports reference common concerning issues, patterns, and trends in the Americas within the issue of domestic servitude; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT commonalities in member states as sources, transit points, and destinations for human trafficking, particularly of forced labor;

RECOGNIZING the need to address issues of domestic servitude in member states who are known to not comply with international guidelines;

ACKNOWLEDGING the common issues and interests that unite member states, which emphasize the necessity for international cooperation to successfully address the problem of trafficking in humans;

NOTING the embedded cultural thinking of Latin America which holds domestic servitude as an acceptable social construct; 

REALIZING the common interests with the private sector to address domestic servitude, beyond corporate social responsibility, and the benefits to the private corporations if their name is associated with a program of this nature; and

CONSIDERING the vulnerability of specific communities, including indigenous peoples, women, children, and the LGBT community, and the need to provide awareness and support for victims of domestic exploitation in these communities, 

RESOLVES:
1. To thank the OAS for its tireless work on the promotion of human rights among the peoples of the Americas. 

2. To create a task force aiming to educate people throughout member states:
a) This task force would be conformed by volunteers from each OAS member state, selected by OAS staff based upon knowledge of domestic servitude concerns, trends and solutions, as well as by OAS employees, who would have leader roles within the task force; 

b) To encourage all OAS member states to participate in this task force, especially those identified as particularly vulnerable by international reports. 

3. To identify and target particularly vulnerable areas in the Americas, such as indigenous and rural communities and certain urban areas:
a) The task force would also have a special force of people whose role would be to research which areas are the most vulnerable, so efforts are primarily focused on them.

4. To educate and create awareness in vulnerable communities through this task force: 

a) To establish educational campaigns for the identification and protection of victims of domestic exploitation.

b) To target parents and literate members of the community which live in the targeted areas to raise awareness regarding ways to reach out and identify patterns of domestic servitude among children and other members of the community. The task force would reach them through direct communication and dialogue. 

5. To urge member states to fund and support this task force through donations. 


6. To encourage the private sector to partner with this OAS initiative, considering the mutual interest to promote the public image and standing of the corporation, as well as the resources required for the task force to operate.

a) OAS employees within the task force would contact transnational corporations and develop agreements to become task force partners. These corporations would then be included in an official list as cooperating companies, thereby improving their public image.

7. To encourage OAS member states who have not yet ratified the International Labor Organization (ILO) Convention No. 189 Decent Work for Domestic Workers to do so.

II-1-b

ESTABLISHMENT OF CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY NETWORKS WITH AIRLINE INDUSTRIES AND TOUR OPERATORS OF THE AMERICAS FOR THE PREVENTION, IDENTIFICATION, AND PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF SEX TOURISM 

W.A.T.C.H. Trafficking Campaign

World Awareness Teaching Campaign on Human Trafficking
Resolution presented by the delegations of Colombia, Paraguay, Brazil, Suriname, Peru, Venezuela, Dominican Republic, and Chile

THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECOGNIZING Article 8 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter that states that “Any person or group of persons who consider that their human rights have been violated may present claims or petitions to the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights in accordance with its established procedures. Member states reaffirm their intention to strengthen the inter-American system for the protection of human rights for the consolidation of democracy in the Hemisphere”;
CONSIDERING Article 9 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter that states that “The elimination of all forms of discrimination, especially gender, ethnic and race discrimination, as well as diverse forms of intolerance, the promotion and protection of human rights of indigenous peoples and migrants, and respect for ethnic, cultural and religious diversity in the Americas contribute to strengthening democracy and citizen participation”;
ACKNOWLEDGING Article 4 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that states that “no one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their forms”;

TAKING NOTE that the Organization of American States estimates that the number of people affected by human trafficking in Latin America is 2 million and this illegal activity generates some 6.6 billion dollars in profits; and
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT Resolution 03/08 “HUMAN RIGHTS OF MIGRANTS, INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND THE RETURN DIRECTIVE OF THE EU” of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights which affirms that “States are required to provide special protections or guarantees to migrants in especially vulnerable conditions. For example, in decisions concerning children and adolescents, primary regard must be given to their best interest. Further, international standards may also require that special measures be taken in the case of persons who have been trafficked or other vulnerable groups”,
RESOLVES:
1. To develop a public-access comprehensive database identifying suspected, alleged, or previously convicted human traffickers, drug smugglers, and commercial sex traffickers along with currently missing persons to facilitate airport personnel with the recognition of possible human trafficking cases.  

2. To implement the WATCH Trafficking campaign, which aims to raise social and political awareness on the issues of human trafficking and instances of human exploitation within the airline industry by influencing airline alliances to comply with the WATCH Trafficking campaign’s code of conduct (detailed in Resolve 2a) by:
a) Encouraging the implementation of a code of conduct which suggests all abiding member airlines to monitor and eradicate violations of sexual tourism throughout international airlines by training airline personnel to identify suspected victims or violators of human trafficking; 
b) Publicly ranking airlines by the success of their efforts and advertising their status to increase positive public perception regarding airlines that take initiative; and
c) Recognizing the efforts of airlines that show initiative towards eliminating human trafficking with the “W.A.T.C.H. Trafficking” award.
3. To organize a global media campaign within airports to educate people on the problem of human trafficking and the forms human trafficking may take, so cases of it may be identified and reported with more frequency.

4. To establish two self-sufficient collaborative committees to carry out efforts combating human trafficking by:
a) Evaluating airlines’ effectiveness in following the WATCH Trafficking campaign’s code of conduct, their initiatives toward implementing their own action plans to combat human trafficking and the success of their efforts;
b) Collaborating with airport representatives to organize the human trafficking media campaign detailed in resolve 3, and helping them develop brief educational segments about human trafficking to be presented during flights, at airport facilities and also in media outlets; and 
c) Funding their efforts through donations, self-organized charity events, celebrity endorsements, and any other sources of funding planned by the committees.  

II-1-c

PLAN OF ACTION TO COMBAT LABOR EXPLOITATION AS A RESULT OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS FOR CHILDREN OF THE AMERICAS

Presented by the delegations of Barbados, Costa Rica, Dominica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Mexico, and the United States of America
THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING EXAMINED the Palermo Protocol; 

CONSIDERING the fact that 27% of people trafficked in the Americas are children;

SEEING AS 44% of people trafficked in the Americas are trafficked for the purpose of forced labor;

RECALLING AG/RES.2771 (XLIII-O/13) “Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling and Trafficking of Minors”, AG/RES.2707 (XLII-O/12) “Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling and Trafficking of Minors”, and other resolutions the General Assembly has passed in past years; and
RECOGNIZING the progress made by the United Nations and the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN) in the fight against child exploitation,
RESOLVES: 

1. To urge the member states who have yet not signed the Palermo Protocol (2000) to do so. 
2. To encourage judicial and law enforcement bodies to incorporate seminars and training on the detection and prosecution of child labor. Also, to provide the same education in regular police training. 
3. To propose that member states establish a system in which all public schools must submit attendance records of each student in order for the governments to easily ascertain the children who are currently enrolled in and attending school:
a) To encourage member states, provided they have first adopted the previous resolve, to team up with the organization “Doctors Without Borders” to give free health check-ups to those families who can prove their child has been attending school regularly.
4. To establish awareness raising campaigns in the Americas, which discuss the dangers of human trafficking, the forms in which it is disguised (i.e. job offers), and how to avoid being put in a situation that makes one susceptible to being trafficked (i.e. staying in school):
a) This campaign should be established via social media, pamphlets to be handed out in school, guest speakers who are experts on the topic, and television.
5. To establish corporate responsibility for factories through a fine of 25% of a company's gross annual profit if they are to have exploited a child. The company will also be put under government probation for one year. 
II-2-a

A RESOLUTION TO EDUCATE THE AMERICAS ABOUT CYBER SECURITY

Resolution presented by the delegations of Belize, Brazil, Chile, Honduras, Panama, Peru, and the United States of America
THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING A/G RES. 2004, which stresses cooperation in the area of combating cyber crime and terror;

EMPHASIZING A/G RES 1939, which encourages a multi disciplinary approach to cyber security education that incorporates governmental and non-governmental entities;

ACKNOWLEDGING that all citizens of the Americas are affected by technology and are vulnerable to cyber attacks;

TAKING NOTE that phishing, hacking and other intrusive acts by cyber criminals can cost billions of dollars to governments, businesses and average citizens, and that hackers have the ability to obtain sensitive government data and military intelligence; 

BEARING IN MIND that most of the region lacks a coherent approach to this growing threat and there is no current computer education program in place for schools and businesses within the nations of the Americas; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that there are 1.5 million cyber attack victims a day and that 63% of adults use cell phones for Internet and the number of attacks on the Android platform rose from 1000 to 350,000 in the span of one year; and
CONSIDERING that according to a 2010 study 46% of lost laptops contained confidential data, only 30% of those systems were encrypted and 10% had other antitheft technologies,

RESOLVES: 

1. To create programs that educate the public about cyber security:
a) To impart education about protecting oneself from cyber crime on mobile devices and installing firewalls;
b) To establish a common literacy of cyber crime vocabulary;
c) To generate a model program of study that would include ways to combat cyber crime and protect ones self against cyber threats; and 
d) To provide an express model that would benefit small business owners and educate them about cyber security threats to their business.
2. To fund this program through government aid and private sector donations. 

3. To use social media to help raise awareness about cyber security: 

a) To attempt to negotiate with social media networks to provide advertisement space for the awareness campaign; and
b) To create some sample templates for advertisements on these social media platforms.

4. To stress the importance of encryption and passwords to protect user identities. 

5. To encourage nations to establish laws that would pursue and prosecute those who would disrupt the Internet through malicious acts. These laws could be modeled after current laws in the United States.

6. To strengthen international partnerships among governments and private corporations to prevent cyber attacks and assist nations who are victims of cyber terrorism: 

a) To create agreements between states to preserve privacy and security within their countries; and
b) To foster the development of information sharing agreements regarding potential cyber threats.  

II-2-b

FOSTERING IMPROVED COORDINATION BETWEEN THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS ON CYBER SECURITY ISSUES 


Presented by the delegations of The Bahamas, Bolivia, Dominican Republic, Guyana, Haiti, Paraguay, and Suriname
THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING that the Internet is a critical infrastructure necessary to the functioning of commerce, government and personal communication and national security; 
BEARING IN MIND all OAS member states are subject to the threat of cyber terrorism, and considering victims span from a wide range of industries: Thirty-six percent of breached companies were financial firms; twenty-four percent were retailers and restaurants; twenty percent involved manufacturing, transportation and utility industries; and twenty percent of the breaches affected organizations that the Verizon report qualified as information and professional services firms;
ALARMED BY the fact that the United States Defense Department lost twenty-four thousand files to “foreign intruders” in the spring in what appears to be one of the most damaging cyber attacks to date on the U.S. military, and that cyber crime has surpassed illegal drug trafficking as a criminal moneymaker; 
NOTING WITH REGRET the vast generational gap between lawmakers and youth that results in an educational deficit in cyber awareness; 
NOTING WITH DEEP CONCERN the trend of nations to reduce cyber security funding due to the economic recession;
TAKING NOTE of existing security programs, such as McAfee anti-virus programs; and

CONSIDERING an unwillingness of OAS governments to update systems proposes a threat to cyber security; 
RESOLVES:
1. To create and implement public-private partnership (P3) models currently operating in the United States through a newly established OAS committee named Cyber Security International Collaboration (CSIC): 
a) To spread awareness of the severe threat posed by cyber criminals; 
b) To implement a rating system that rewards businesses that coordinate efforts to publically recognize this threat; and
c) To create newly developed cyber security education programs in primary and secondary schools throughout OAS countries.  
6. To obtain the necessary funds from private institutions, taking into account the following aspects: 
a) To acknowledge the importance of potential contributions made by Google, Microsoft, and Facebook in helping fund the CSIC;  
b) To recognize the relevance of potential contributions made by McAfee and the INSA Cyber Security Task Force in helping fund and coordinate the efforts of the CSIC. They could promote the CSIC through newly developed cyber security education programs in all OAS countries; and 
c) These organizations will not only have a better reputation leading to increased business opportunities, but also develop a better image among the countries of the Hemisphere. 
7. To establish an annual evaluation to monitor progress of the CSIC. 

II-2-c

PROGRAMS TO KEEP GOVERNMENTS UP TO DATE ON CYBER SECURITY TRENDS

Resolution presented by the delegations of Argentina, Guatemala, Trinidad and Tobago, Dominica, Mexico, El Salvador, Jamaica, and Costa Rica 

THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING that through Resolution AG/RES. 2004 (XXIV-O/04), OAS member states affirmed their commitment to develop a coordinated cyber security strategy and were urged to implement a comprehensive Inter-American Cyber Security Strategy;

NOTING that in the Declaration “Strengthening Cyber-Security in the Americas”, the nations of the OAS declared to strengthen their intentions and commitments to preventing cyber terrorism and international cooperation;

BEARING IN MIND that the Declaration “Strengthening Cyber-Security in the Americas” urged Member States to provide voluntary contributions to strengthen cooperative cyber security initiatives and programs;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the success of the collaboration between the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism and the Peruvian Ministry of National Defense and the National Office of E-Government Information in hosting a cyber-security crisis simulation in Lima, Peru in September 2013; and
RECOGNIZING the importance of staying up to date on cyber security issues, 

RESOLVES: 

1. To encourage the OAS to partner with outside defense contractors, observing the following: 
a) Choose partners based on a bidding system;
b) Have partners create an online International Cyber Security Database (ICSDB) where countries can list problems and also solutions for effectively dealing with cyber security; and
c) Partners will use the registered data to develop security procedures and software for member states to implement in their respective countries. 

2. To establish an international fund to pay outsider contractors.

3. To urge member states to register in the cyber security database and implement the coordinated cyber security procedures and software. 

4. To establish an annual cyber-security crisis simulation, so countries can learn about cyber security and methods of prevention.
a) OAS countries with cyber security agencies are encouraged present their annual findings to the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism. 
5. To promote the development of security protocols, security systems and advice for OAS members by the ICSDB.
6. To urge OAS member states to collaborate in any possible manner (capital, personnel, etc.) to strengthen cyber security in the Hemisphere.
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III-1-a

Joint Cooperation for Employment

Resolution presented by the delegations of Belize, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Guyana, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago

THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

GUIDED BY the idea that education is the basis of further employment opportunities and that a higher level of education leads to better opportunities;
NOTING WITH DEEP CONCERN that the education level across the hemisphere isn’t equitable;
BEARING IN MIND that low-income families tend to have a higher dropout rate;
RECOGNIZING that low-income families need scholarships in order to achieve higher level of education;
DEEPLY DISTURBED by the idea that youth involved in gangs are more likely to dropout or become unemployed;
EMPHASZING the fact that private businesses are the backbone of the economy and employment;
CONVINCED that the legalization of cannabis would provide more jobs;
RECALLING that chapter two of the Social Charter of the Americas calls for “inclusive and equitable economic development” and that steps must be taken to ensure that this occurs; and
REMEMBERING that Resolution 2779 calls to foster a spirit of entrepreneurship,

RESOLVES:
1. To encourage the increase of the quality of education for all students to develop greater levels of employment in the Hemisphere by:
a) Urging member states to encourage students to complete secondary school;
b) Holding programs or seminars to train educators;
c) Urging teachers to communicate among each other on a Hemispheric level using Skype and other online resources;
d) Offering electives for students in the economic and commercial fields to expose them to possible career options;
e) Encouraging youth to pursue higher levels of education by:
i. Partnering with local business to provide employment plans after finishing secondary or a higher level of education; and
ii. Partnering with the Young Americas Business Trust and organizations similar to the U.S. Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to provide scholarships for students who excel in school.
2. To encourage governments of member states to take action to promote family stability and reduce gang violence in order to decrease dropout rates and increase employment opportunities by:
a) Encouraging countries to adopt a minimum wage law in an effort to help low income families; 
b) Urging countries to adopt tax breaks for businesses and low-income families to better their circumstances and promote the creation of new businesses; 
c) Providing welfare for low-income families giving them the ability to continue working and lower dropout rates of their children; and
d) Recommending that governments of member states create support groups for struggling families. 

3. To promote businesses and entrepreneurship to increase employment opportunities by:
a) Providing loans for small businesses by partnering with KIVA, the world's first online lending platform;
b) Assisting member states by creating a database for new businesses to receive advice from business consultants;
c) Facilitating the process of starting a business by reducing administrative and burocratic barriers; and 
d) Promoting hemispheric trade between businesses by lowering import and export taxes. 

4. To strongly encourage the legalization of cannabis to bring about new businesses and create employment opportunities by:
a) Creating manufacturing plants for growing and distributing cannabis; 
b) Creating farms for growing marijuana;
c) Urging that governments set restrictions and regulations on marijuana such as age limits, permits to sell and other laws as the country sees fit; and
d) Urging governments to set a tax on marijuana consumption to create a cash flow for member states’ governments. 

III-1-b

COOPERATION AMONG MEMBER STATES TO ADVANCE EQUITABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH IN THE AMERICAS

Draft resolution presented by the delegations of Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, and Venezuela 

THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


ACKNOWLEDGING that education of the population is the most effective method of producing equitable economic growth;


RECALLING Article 2 of the Social Charter of the Americas which states that “The promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development, equitable economic growth, and the consolidation of democracy in the states of the Hemisphere. Member states commit to promoting and to progressively realizing the full achievement of economic, social, and cultural rights and principles, through policies and programs that they consider are the most effective and appropriate for their needs, in accordance with their democratic processes and available resources.”;


BEARING IN MIND that promotion of programs that involve education of the citizens of the countries of the Americas will be an effective way to raise employment and development, and subsequently, equitable economic growth immediately and also for the future in the American States;


NOTING that illiteracy is a major problem in the region and therefore illiterate people tend not to have higher level occupations;


RECALLING that Article 6 of the OAS Social Charter states “the formulation and implementation of sound and transparent economic and social policies by member states will further economic development, fostering investment and the generation of employment in all sectors, and reducing income inequalities. Important goals of these policies include the fight against poverty, reduction of social inequalities, promotion of equal opportunities, and improvements in standards of living. The foregoing requires the effort of both governments as well as civil society as a whole”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that when educated women earn income, they reinvest 90% of it in her family compared to 35% in the case of men; and
ACKNOWLEDING that if 10% more girls go to secondary school, a country’s economy goes up 3%,

RESOLVES:
1. To promote the development of teaching programs to help uneducated children, youth, and adults understand that in order to live a better lifestyle and improve their economic status a preparatory/college education should be obtained.
2. To urge countries to establish education facilities, such as night schools near at risk populations for adults to begin or continue their education.    

3. To advise achieving social equity by teaching people from primary age using technology and computers:
a) To suggest that financial aid is used to establish computer labs in education institutions starting from the primary level.
4. To encourage young girls, based on the fact that they can help stimulate their country’s economy, to obtain a college education and practice their career. 
5. To recommend that a bilateral or joint non-profit program be created that will work within the OAS and that will cooperate with The Girl Effect organization:
a) To make the private sector aware of the fact that by investing in female education, countries’ and households’ economies will improve.  
6. To recommend educating adults through volunteer based services on how improving their education improves their and the country’s economic status: 
a) To urge adults to encourage their children to obtain a college education; and
b) To urge adults to return to educational institutions and/or continue their education.
7. To propose educating adults on how to handle their finances through volunteer based campaign services.
8. To suggest member states partner with non-government and government institutions to fund the aforementioned initiatives. 

III-1-c

Improving factors associated with the quality of education through Technology by training the Faculty body, students and their families

Presented by the delegations of Argentina, Bahamas, Dominica, Guatemala, Jamaica, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, and the United States of America
THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT Article XXX of the Charter of the Organization of American States, which promotes co-operation between all nations to solve economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian problems, and increases integral development by solving these problems;

ACKNOWLEDGING Articles X and XXIII of the Social Charter of the Americas, which promote a higher investment in education in order to reduce poverty, increase living standards, and achieve integral development;

CONSIDERING Resolution 2011/17 “Science and Technology for Development”, which emphasizes the importance of technology in business, agriculture, and future advancement; and
NOTING that an implementation of more technological resources in classrooms will aid future generations and decrease social polarization,

RESOLVES:
1. To implement the use of technology-based education equally throughout the Americas.

2. To give incentives to companies willing to support and aid this cause, such as tax cuts and other economic benefits.
3. To seek aid from NGOs, such as One Laptop Per Child (OLPC) and World Computer Exchange (WCE), in order to promote the dissemination of technologies, such as laptops, desktops, SMART boards, and other technological resources to be used in schools. 
4. To improve educational centers with the purpose of training teachers and other school faculty members on how to properly use technological resources in the classroom.
5. To continue to implement the goals set by the Social Charter of the Americas by promoting equality in education and in opportunity.
6. To achieve these goals by cooperating with the governments of the countries of the Americas and with all corporations aiding the goal set by this resolution.
7. To further these goals by creating the Organization for the Betterment of American Education (OBAE), an organization within the OAS which will be tasked with overseeing the implementation of these technologies in the school systems of the Americas.

III-2-a

ENCOURAGING YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP THROUGH COOPERATION BETWEEN THE PRIVATE SECTOR AND UNIVERSITIES
Proposed by the delegations of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, Republic of Chile, Republic of Costa Rica, Republic of Guatemala, Jamaica, and the United States of America
THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECOGNIZING that according to the United Nations, 500 hundred million youths will enter the job market within the next ten years, and job opportunities are dwindling with each new generation entering the workforce;

NOTING the youths’ potential and their role in the formation of an equal and fair society;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that 66 million adolescents are unemployed plus an even higher number are underemployed, according to the United Nations; 

HAVING SEEN that formal education provides character benefits such as responsibility, how to complete various tasks simultaneously, problem solving skills, social awareness, teaching them how to prepare for projects, and thinking in respect to long and short term consequences; 

RESOLVES:

1. To request member states to create a committee that would be a mediator between youths, universities and businesses, which would work through local governments:
a) The organization would be funded by the private sector, non-governmental organizations, or civil society; and
b) The committee would organize start-up boot camps for upper or technical school students with professionals as mentors for establishing businesses. 
2. To create a direct link between universities and businesses to give students more opportunities in the labor market when they finish school: 
a) Businesses in the private sector would start scouting teams for distinguished university students or graduates. 
3. To advise member states to implement a tax benefit for the funds private sector provides to programs related to youth entrepreneurship:
a) The tax benefit will only apply to the businesses that actively provide the youth with training and funds to become entrepreneurs.
4.  To encourage the exchange of best practices among member states, academia and private sector.
III-2-b

DEVELOPING YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAMS AMONG AT RISK POPULATIONS IN THE REGION
Resolution presented by the delegations of Belize, Dominica, Guyana, Honduras, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, the Commonwealth of The Bahamas, Trinidad and Tobago, and Venezuela 

THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN: 


That Chapter II Article 3 of the OAS Charter states that “The elimination of extreme poverty is an essential part of the promotion and consolidation of representative democracy and is the common and shared responsibility of the American States;”

That Chapter VII Article 47 of the OAS Charter states that “The Member States will give primary importance within their development plans to the encouragement of education, science, technology, and culture, oriented toward the overall improvement of the individual, and as a foundation for democracy, social justice, and progress;” 

That Capter VII Article 49 Section B of the OAS Charter states that “Middle-level education shall be extended progressively to as much of the population as possible, with a view to social improvement. It shall be diversified in such a way that it meets the development needs of each country without prejudice to providing a general education;” and
CONSIDERING:

That the National Youth Institute involves youth in decision-making;
That the CIPE program is designed to promote entrepreneurship, leadership education, and increase private sector participation;
That the Young Americas Business Trust in partnership with the Ministry of Youth, Sport and Ecclesiastic Affairs of Grenada conducted a Mini Business Lab, and that such initiatives contribute to empowerment and profitable employment and open doors for youth participation in community development activities,
RESOLVES: 

1. To urge OAS member states to support a program for youth at risk to educate them in entrepreneurship.
2. To request the distribution of food, as well as transportation to and from the programs to provide incentive for the at risk youth to attend the program; to recommend that this be funded by specific funding partners.
3. To recommend that the program be offered in public buildings and/or community houses; to suggest that the program be offered in sessions to complete the core curriculum. 
4. To recommend volunteers with required qualifications in entrepreneurship to teach the course.
5. To increase the opportunities for at risk youth in the populations of the Americas.
6. To request funding from the OAS, and to create partnerships with non-governmental organizations, universities, and private sectors that focus on entrepreneurship.

III-2-c

POLICIES TO ENCOURAGE THE FINANCING OF PROJECTS DESIGNED AND EXECUTED BY YOUTH ENTREPRENEURS
Resolution presented by the delegation of Panama, El Salvador, Mexico, Brazil, Dominican Republic, and Haiti

THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

ACKNOWLEDGING that a youth entrepreneur is an individual who organizes and manages any enterprise, usually with considerable initiative and risk;

RECOGNIZING that youth entrepreneurship is a proven mean for promoting development of small businesses;

BEARING IN MIND that it is often difficult to provide capital for their high risk ventures;

CONSIDERING there is a lack of pre-established programs that provide aid to youth entrepreneurs in the Hemisphere; and

KEEPING IN MIND that the youth are three times more likely to be unemployed, which is detrimental to the Hemisphere’s economies since unemployment hinders economic growth,
Resolves:

1. To urge member nations to establish national youth committees that focus on the development of policies specific to their country’s context, and implement these policies to encourage the financing of youth enterprises.
2. To request the Inter-American Development Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and member states of the OAS, and private corporations that could benefit from the burgeoning group of entrepreneurs to assist in the funding of programs to which the policies refer.
3. To call to action the Inter American Council for Integral Development and the Young Americas Business Trust to assist the national youth committees in the design of their specific policies.
4. To encourage all member nations to promote economic and social growth and foster an environment in which the youth has the opportunity to create sustainable enterprises.
5. To advise member nations on the importance of policies which aim to expand youth entrepreneurship and promote economic growth by reducing unemployment through the creation of new small businesses.
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IV-1-a

INNOVATIVE IDEAS TO PROCURE CASH AND IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS TO SUPPORT THE OAS ELECTOR AL OBSERVATION MISSIONS IN THE COUNTRIES OF THE HEMISPHERE
Presented by the delegations Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Republic of Chile, Costa Rica, Co-operative Republic of Guyana, Republic Honduras, and the United Mexican States

THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

ACKNOWLEDGING the OAS has had issues receiving contributions and funds to fully support the OAS and Electoral Observation Missions (EOM);

RECALLING MOAS 2012 RESOLUTION IV-07 “Funding OAS development programs through the creation of association between the American countries” which welcomes “any country within the OAS counsel who wants to participate in the creation of bonds within our nations to reinforce the funds for the OAS developing programs”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 
that people need to better know what the OAS does and how it benefits the country that supports it;

CONSIDERING THAT Honduras, Ecuador, and Grenada still have a need to expand the scope of their own Electoral Missions;

RECOGNIZING THAT an EOM only requires approximately $1.5M to send the necessary amount of Electoral Observers to Ecuador, Grenada, and Paraguay;
RESOLVES:
1. To partner with socially conscious companies to develop advertisements on the importance of the role of EOMs in developing Latin American countries: 
a) This will raise OAS member states awareness and generate revenue, a small portion of which will be used for funding Electoral Observation Missions.
2. To send youth volunteers from the OAS student intern program to spread democracy and promote political groups within their own countries. This will ensure public awareness concerning the social benefits the OAS brings for their respective countries. This increased awareness will then encourage citizens to make donations to the OAS.
3. To host a convention that requires an entrance fee from socially-oriented companies in order to develop proposals to benefit the host country:
a) 25% of the profit will go to a globally-concerned company with the most effective business plan, and the other 75% to the OAS member-state that hosted the convention.
4. To promote an OAS-sponsored sporting event focused on soccer, where the OAS member states will sponsor a team entry:
a) 2% of all the merchandise proceeds will go to support the OAS Electoral Observation Missions.

IV-1-b

INNOVATIVE IDEAS TO PROCURE CASH AND IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS TO SUPPORT THE OAS PROGRAMS RELATED TO HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Presented by the delegations of The Bahamas, Brazil, Colombia, Dominica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Panama, and Dominican Republic

THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the annual report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc.5111/10 add. 1); and the Proposed Program Budget of the General Secretariat (GS/OAS) for the fiscal year 2013, which outlined how funds would be allocated in the coming years; 

CONSIDERING: 
That hemispheric security is an influential and important topic for all member states of the OAS, as well as permanent observer states; 

That, at its thirty-fourth special session, the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07), approved the methodology for calculating the scale of quota assessments to finance the Regular Fund of the Organization; and

That the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXVIII-E/09), instructed the Secretary General to consult with member states with a view to preparing a program budget for 2011 that was commensurate with the mandates and pillars of the Organization, as well as the possibilities of financing it;

RECALLING:
That resolution AG/RES. 2613 (XL-O/10) established the overall budget level of the program budget for the Regular Fund for 2011, including the cost of living and inflation adjustment, at US$85,350,800;
That said resolution also set the quotas with which the member states will finance the Regular Fund of the Organization for the year 2011, in accordance with the methodology adopted through resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07) and the decision of January 19, 1955 (doc. C-i-269) on income tax reimbursements; and 
That said quota allocation represents a three percent increase in the contributions from member states in relation to the contributions for the year 2009; 

EMPHASIZING: 
That the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism, the Inter-American Committee against Drug Abuse, and the Inter-American Defense Board promote the collective collaboration of ongoing development of hemispheric security; and

That limiting programs in and participation of countries who fail to support the OAS with the quota will encourage more funding for the OAS; and

REAFFIRMING that the OAS has a unique, multilateral capability in strengthening connectivity in the region in order to contribute its development relating to security;

RESOLVES:
1. To take note of the progress made in implementing a successful budgetary bill, decided by the OAS General Assembly, which helpfully allocated funding to the committees relating to hemispheric security.
2. To entrust the Secretary General with coordinating the implementation of this budget directly with the OAS, and additionally with receiving support and advice from other competent organizations and agencies of the OAS.
3. To invite all member states to place a high priority in allocating resources to the hemispheric security sector and to increase cooperation between countries to facilitate access to infrastructure which will contribute to the development of programs that intend to increase security in the Western Hemisphere.
4. To instruct the Committee on Hemispheric Security of the Permanent Council and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to fully analyze and identify the deficiencies and obstacles in this sector and determine where priority action is needed.
5. To consider consolidating the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism, the Inter-American Committee against Drug Abuse, and the Inter-American Defense Board in order to strengthen their integral development and maximize the fiscal efficiency with which they tackle their shared goals, as well as consider creating a new office to address the growing issue of cyber security.
6. To request that the OAS increases the quota placed on member states by four percent to increase the budget available for the OAS.
7. To raise awareness to illustrate to citizens, corporations, and non-governmental organizations of the valuable purposes of the OAS:
a) To create a centralized tourism center for the OAS in Washington D.C, which will create a unique source of funding;
b) To suggest that the media coverage of the OAS increases in order to inform the general public of the valiant goals of the OAS;
c) To encourage donations from crowd-funding organizations, which will allow for many individual citizens to donate to the OAS treasury;
d) To expand the appeal of the OAS to multinational organizations who are affected by deficiencies in the hemispheric security sector; and 
e) To create an office that will establish partnerships with various corporations to keep them informed of their shared goals with the OAS.
8. To suggest that permanent observer nations increase their donations to the OAS.
9. To encourage increased transparency of the OAS regarding the allocation of funds, which will promote general awareness, support a positive image of the OAS, and increase the confidence of member states in their fiscal contributions to the OAS.
10. To suggest the OAS should limit programs and participation of member states who fail to procure the required quota to the OAS:
a) A punishment will not be inflicted upon member states that cannot pay their dues.
11. To request that the OAS present to the General Assembly at its Forty-Fourth Regular Session a follow-up report on the implementation of this resolution.

IV-1-c

INNOVATIVE PROPOSALS TO FINANCE OAS PROGRAMS RELATED TO THE YOUTH

Presented by the delegations of Argentina, Jamaica, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States of America, and Venezuela
THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

REINFORCING the importance and the centrality of the youth of the Americas, it is imperative to solve the funding and budget issue of the OAS youth programs;

TAKING NOTE of the successful results of the SISCA youth and childhood program, which deals with the trafficking, violence, health, and education of young people,  it is imperative to continue this effort that ensures the protection and progress of the youth of the Americas;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the OAS is the chief funder of both the Young Americas Business Trust and the Talent and Innovation Competition of the Americas, which sponsor entrepreneurship among young people;

EMPHASIZING the success of the Armando Paz project which works to prevent crime, drug abuse and gang violence in the Caribbean in order to build peace;

NOTING that the Rowe Fund is a successful educational loan which helps citizens from Latin America and Caribbean OAS member states fund their studies by giving the citizens interest-free loans up to $15,000; and
CONSIDERING the importance of education in today’s society,
RESOLVES:

1. To thank the Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary for reviewing these resolutions concerning innovative proposals to finance OAS programs related to youth. 
2. To continue to reinforce and implement the Summits of the Americas Follow-Up System (SISCA), and more specifically the Youth and Childhood program, by targeting the educational sections of the Declaration of Port of Spain (2009). 
3. To further the recruitment of sponsors and increase donations to the Youth Programs in the OAS which will in turn increase money given to scholarships and building of new schools:
a) In order to build support for these programs, influential people such as celebrities should be included and take part in the fundraising campaigns. 
4. To allocate a specific fund towards the fight against the smuggling of migrants and trafficking of persons, particularly women, children and adolescents, and to promote cooperation among states to that end:
a) Focus more attention on the Citizen Security and Transnational Organized Crime SISCA (2012).
5. To spread awareness through media advertisements that demonstrate the social activities of the OAS in order to raise awareness of the benefits that the OAS provides to the member states’ citizens and the success of their youth programs: 
a) These campaigns would include videos and commercials online; and
b) Other advertisements could be digital advertisements on social media websites.
6. To seek out partnerships with large companies that would like to participate in funding youth organizations in the Americas with the purpose of mimicking the success of various organizations that donate a percentage of their profit to nonprofit organizations:
a) Possible partners would be Office Depot, Staples, Apple, Best Buy, or AT&T; and
b) Partnerships would be mutually beneficial.

IV-2-a
STRATEGIES FOR FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS BY THE PERMANENT OBSERVER COUNTRIES TO THE REGULAR FUND OF THE OAS
Presented by the delegations of The Bahamas, Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Peru, and Suriname

THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

WELCOMING the appointment of a Focal Point on the Permanent Observers’ contributions to the Regular Fund and the establishment of an Inter-Departmental Working Group on Strategies to raise Permanent Observer Countries’ donations to the Regular Fund;
RECALLING the importance of the Regular Fund to the functioning of the OAS, as it is essential to finance the operations of the General Secretariat. 
NOTING the urgent need for increased contributions; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Netherlands was the largest Permanent Observer donor to the OAS Regular Fund, with a $4.4 million donation in 2013; that Spain was the second-largest Permanent Observer contributor to the Regular Fund, with a $3.2 million donation, and that Germany was also an important European donor, donating a significant amount;
ACKNOWLEDGING that Asia is an emerging global market and that China is a rising power, and it is therefore important to engage Asian countries politically and financially;

RESOLVES:
1. To remind economic powerhouses of the importance of Inter-American stability for the world at large.
2. To encourage permanent observers to make donations to the regular fund of the OAS.
3. To actively lobby permanent observers to increase financial contributions.  
4. To continue the practice of full disclosure to permanent observers regarding the use of their donations. 
5. To continue using the regular fund to pay the salaries of the OAS Secretariat. 
6. To design and implement international diplomatic missions to donor nations with the objective of enlightening them on the outstanding work of the OAS. 
a) Targeting European countries, including: Norway, Germany, Spain, Netherlands, France, Switzerland, and the European Union as a whole;
b) Targeting Asian countries, such as: China, Japan, South Korea, India, and Singapore among others; and
c) Targeting Australia.
IV-2-b

PROPOSALS FOR INCREASING THE QUOTA OF MEMBER STATES OF THE OAS
Presented by the delegations of Haiti, El Salvador, Panama, United States, Dominican Republic, and Guyana
THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
RECOGNIZING:

That, in accordance with Articles 54 and 55 of the Charter of the Organization of American States, the General Assembly approves the budget of the Organization and establishes the bases for fixing the quota that each government is to contribute, taking into account the ability to pay of the respective countries and their determination to contribute in an equitable manner; 
That since 2007 the budget has not been substantial to fund all the programs sponsored by the OAS, which led to the depletion of the reserve funds during the years 2008-2010;
That the unfortunate economic difficulties certain member states are currently experiencing hinder their contributions to the Regular Fund and any additional endowment and that 8 member states pay a minimum quota of 0.022% decided by all member states;
BEARING IN MIND:  
The previous measures the OAS has taken in order to increase member quotas, which include an increase in the quotas by 3% in each of the years 2007, 2009, and 2011 have not been substantial;
That the current proportion of money contribution to the benefits obtained creates a situation in which certain member states receive a disproportionate amount of aid related to their contribution;
RECALLING:

The fact that the United States contributes to approximately 43% of the total OAS budget, which mostly comes from voluntary contributions; 
The United States’ proposal of their voluntary contribution increase with the decrease of their quota percentage is a viable source of fund increase; and
AFFIRMING:

That being a member state of the OAS is a privilege; and the benefits that come with this privilege should not be taken lightly;
That the Organization strives towards the greater good for the member states of the Organization, not individual nations’ benefit,
RESOLVES: 
1. To raise the current minimum quota of 0.022% to 0.044% of the eight member states that pay the minimum quota in order to balance the proportion between contribution and benefits, making it more equitable for all 34 nations. 
2. To lower the quota percentage of the United States by 5%, and to receive an additional contribution of $1 million from the United States as compensation for the 5% decrease; which would in turn result in an increase in funding for OAS programs.  
3. To remove the voting right in the Fourth Committee of any member state not having paid the minimum quota previously established by all member states, unless said nation presents valid and legitimate explanation to why they cannot fulfill their financial commitment to the OAS. 
4. To seek the aid of Transparency International in the case that a member state cannot effectuate their financial responsibility in order to ensure the legitimacy of said reason and to guarantee the transparency of the management of funds.  

IV-2-c
STRATEGIES TO ENCOURAGE CONTRIBUTIONS BY PRIVATE AND GLOBAL COMPANIES TO FUND OAS OPERATIONAL EXPENDITURES SUCH AS INFRASTRUCTURE, MAINTENANCE AND COMMON COSTS
Presented by the delegations of Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Dominica, Jamaica, Paraguay, Trinidad and Tobago, and Venezuela

THE MOAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECOGNIZING that the Pan American Development Foundation (PADF) provides the OAS with a non-profit way of obtaining private donations from private and global companies interested in funding projects;
CONSIDERING the Trust for the Americas is a non-profit established in 1997 to promote public and private sector participation in social and economic development projects; and
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that getting private and global companies to work in collaboration with one another can exponentially lower the overall cost of doing business with consumers and countries through competition,
RESOLVES:
1. To increase awareness of the OAS by implementing innovative campaign strategies such as:
a) Billboards in every main airport of member states;
b) Posters in public transportation services; and
c) Advertisements in social networks.
2. To inform and urge companies to donate money to further develop projects in areas of interest to the given company through contacts made in the preceding resolve.

3. To encourage donations by national and local private companies to the OAS by demonstrating the important role that this organization plays in the Hemisphere.  

4. To make a study on the interest of determining the companies that make a significant amount of capital in the Americas in order to:
a) Identify potential companies that could benefit from OAS involvement;
b) Maximize benefit for both the OAS and the donating company; and
c) Approach and urge them to act upon their social corporate responsibility through the OAS. 
5. To determine which companies would be interested in donating to certain active projects in the next World Conference on Youth that will be held in Sri Lanka from May 6th to 10th, 2014.
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