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     The morning session in General Committee has thus far been filled with lively debate and a myriad of loaded questions in order to fully clarify the resolutions.  To finalize all amendments and comply with all countries’ demands, only topics 1A and 1B were covered prior to the lunch break.  The first subtopic resolutions were initiated by the head delegate on Paraguay who demonstrated the importance of education and self sufficient schools to help raise awareness and eradicate intolerance in the Americas.  The idea of self� sufficient and need based funded schools, was a new plan not initially discussed in the preamble, and was the main point of debate.  Multiple countries, including but not limited to the Bahamas and the United States, expressed a level of concern in solidifying the necessary funds to begin the universal database and support self� sufficient schools. Eventually an amendment was made that each country would choose whether they wanted to donate money and where it would be placed. This amendment was passed on a full consensus by all delegates.  


     Several countries brought up the issue that some areas of the member states do not have access to the internet and cannot reach the universal database. The delegates presenting the resolution stressed that the purpose of the database is to utilize the internet in areas that have access, and not to belittle the importance of countries without access. The database will not be the only way to promote the education of eradicating discrimination. After the rejection of four amendments later brought up, eventually the resolve was passed on consensus, and the delegates eagerly moved onto topic 1B.


     This next topic took a step in a more creative direction to spread awareness of discrimination and intolerance.  The main point of the resolution was the implementation of universal diversity day and festival to celebrate the coming together of all peoples. The festival will also aim to include schools, local businesses, and funding from non government businesses.  Many countries motioned to speak in full support of the resolution. The Bahamas, the Dominican Republic, and Brazil led supporting arguments.  Most agreed that the creative approach will appeal to all people.  The only issue brought up by Jamaica was the possible inclusion of all diversities.  Delegates decided prior to the debate that the most prominent diversities in a given area would be focused on in the festival, and secondary groups could be decided on by the given countries.  1B was passed quickly and efficiently, and was agreed consensus.  Ending the morning on a strong note, the delegates are prepared to continue debate in the afternoon after a well deserved lunch break.
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Special Feature – Light Pollution





         If you look up at the sky during your nights in D.C. this week, you may notice that you see a pale purple color, rather than a black star-studded atmosphere. Curious about this coloration that is different from what we see in our suburban hometown, the MOAS press corps looked into a possible explanation.


 Many people are unaware of the term “light pollution”; however the effects of light pollution can be very harmful.  Light pollution is the widespread use of outdoor lighting that has an extreme impact on the night sky.  The effects of sky glow and direct glare, in Washington D.C., render over 99 percent of the naked-eye stars invisible.  Even though the natural treasures of the star-studded sky exist right in our backyard, light pollution has disturbed our views.  If one wanted to find adequate conditions for viewing our galaxy, even the Milky Way, it would take at least an hour of travel from any major city to be able to view the sky through a telescope. 


       	The effects of light pollution also affect the safety of our lives.  Hazardous lights interfere with drivers’ and boaters’ vision in Virginia.  The unnecessary lights also affect migration of birds and threaten the nesting of sea turtles.  Neighborhood lights that trespass into bedroom windows are a nuisance and disturb the sleep and health of local families.


       	There are ways to stop the spread of light pollution.  The first step is to become aware of the effects of dangerous glares, and lights, especially around gas stations and fast food restaurants.  The light that allows you to see the restaurant from afar does indeed affect the surrounding sky.  Be mindful of the effect of lights on highways and billboards on your vision.  The second step is to begin installing and replacing lighting fixtures around your home.  There are several lights that direct light to where it is needed and block it from where it is not. Simply directing lights towards the street rather than pointing them to the sky can be a big help. It is important to begin to spread the awareness of light pollution to others, especially in major cities.  With the knowledge of light pollution spreading, we can diminish the wasteful energy and restore our sky’s natural treasures. 
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Source: Pamphlet on light pollution from the Northern Virginia Astronomy Club (NVAC)
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First Committee started off very interestingly today. The first draft resolution was presented by Chile. Most of the discussion consisted of amendments. After everything was perfected, all countries voted for the resolution to pass. 


     The second resolution was introduced by the delegations of the Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Colombia, El Salvador, United States, Guatemala, and Haiti. It encouraged member states to adopt the Inter- American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Persons with Disabilities. This too passed by consensus. 


     The third resolution was drafted by Peru, Dominican Republic, Jamaica, Argentina, Dominica, and Venezuela, which included designing sidewalks that are disability-friendly, the creation of group homes for persons with disabilities using tax money from group governments and donations from companies. This was the longest debated resolution. Numerous countries had things to say about the proposal, but when it all came down to it, the vote was twenty-four to one allowing the proposal to pass.
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     A very exciting day three of the MOAS in Third Committee kicked off with the presentation of the first resolution titled, “Joint Cooperation for Employment.” This was created with the intention of increasing the quality of education in order to expand economic growth. After explaining the resolution, the head of the working group which created this resolution was asked questions and given possible amendments by other members of the committee. Regardless of suggestions there were no motions to create any amendments to the resolution. The resolution was voted on and passed by a large margin. 


     The second resolution, “Cooperation Among Member States to Advance Equitable Economic Growth in the Americas,” was drafted in order to teach children how to use computers and urge adults to gain a higher level of education. This resolution was very controversial in the committee and there were four motions to create amendments. However, only one passed to change the clause urging adults to return to educational institutions. Instead, educational night classes mainly available in rural areas were created for adult educational purposes. After much questioning there was a motion to vote and the resolution was able to pass by a slim margin. 


     The third resolution was on the topic of equally implement the use of technology in the Americas and gain support from NGOs and companies which will donate technological resources to the cause. There were not many questions posed and it easily passed by a consensus. 


     The fourth resolution encouraged youth entrepreneurship through the cooperation of colleges. This resolution pertained to the assistance of colleges to help graduates from universities to get jobs immediately after graduation. This resolution easily passed by a consensus as well, and Third Committee hopes to continue with this success after lunch.








Third Committee


Writer


Shane Nelson





     The final day of MOAS began with the opening of the seventh session. Fourth Committee delegates gathered to debate their resolutions pertaining to their committee. The first subtopic deliberated was 1A, proposed by the delegations of Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Republic of Chile, Costa Rica, Co-operative Republic of Guyana, Republic Honduras, and Mexico. The delegates called for procuring contributions to support OAS Electoral Observation Missions, with an entrance fee from socially-oriented companies, benefitting the host country. The delegation of Colombia called for the amendment of resolve three, sub clause a, recommending switching the percentages of profit that would go to OAS member-state hosting the suggested convention, with the percentage of profit that a globally-concerned company would receive. This amendment unanimously passed. With 18 for, one against, and three abstentions, the resolution proposed by the working group 1A passed. 


     The delegations of Bahamas, Brazil, Colombia, Dominica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Panama, and the Dominican Republic proposed a resolution for subtopic 1B. Eleven resolves were proposed by the delegations to raise awareness, and to request that the OAS increases the quota placed on member-states to increase the budget available for the Organization. The delegates additionally proposed that the OAS should limit programs and participation of member-states who fail to procure the required quota to the OAS. The delegation of Paraguay called for an amendment on this resolve to add a sub clause stating that punishment should not be inflicted on member-states if they cannot pay their quotas, which passed. The proposal from the working group 1B passed with 19 for, 3 against, and no abstentions. 


     The discussion then switched to the subtopics that the alternate delegates resolved. Resolution 2A was proposed by the delegations of Suriname, Honduras, Peru, Guatemala, Bahamas, Belize. The delegation of El Salvador suggested amending resolve 6b to remove Australia from the list of targeting Asian countries, which passed. However, two-thirds majority called for Australia to be re-added to the list within 6c. With 20 for, 2 against, and no abstentions, the resolution proposed by the working group of 2A passed.





Fourth Committee Writer


Christine Campbell





Special Feature Writer


Jen Nguyen





FIND THE MOAS ON FACEBOOK AT:





�HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/moea.moas"�http://www.facebook.com/moea.moas�








     First committee was quite fortunate to have Pamela Molina sit in and share her expertise. Although quite a busy person, she was able to give an interview assisted by her interpreter. When asked if she enjoyed watching MOAS, she had great things to say. Molina says even though it is her first time experiencing the conference, she enjoys it. She thinks it is great that students are practicing and using their skills to act exactly as the General Assembly does. However, apart from this, she did mention that the word “normal” needs to be removed from the vocabulary used in their speeches, “nobody is normal…we are all abnormal.” 


     Next, she talked about what she hopes the delegates take away from this experience. Molina began by saying that she wants them to remember that people are equal; we are all equal to one another. She strongly believes this is an amazing experience and good mimic of international groups. As for the future of participating students, she hopes some are able to take on issues in international states. Lastly, she was asked if the MOAS is a good representation of the real OAS. Molina responded with a definite yes. She went on to say that these activities are helping them with the big picture. Molina goes on to add how she enjoys North American and South American schools working together to share their experiences and perspectives.





      During the conference today, Second Committee discussed the pressing issue of trafficking in persons throughout the Americas. It is obvious that action must be taken to help mediate these issues. Delegates came to a consensus and decided they needed to educate people and increase public awareness of human trafficking. Certain representatives provided the idea to use airports as a place to target non-citizens entering their countries. Airline personnel as well as monitors would do intensive background checks with the hope to find any indicators of possible alarming information. This would be paid for through a mandatory fee from the country’s citizens, unless they had a more efficient way to raise the money for the costs. Guatemala made an interfering objection that their country did not have the ability to pay for these expenses; therefore it would be very difficult to make this solution work effectively. There was no resolution established regarding trafficking in persons before break, although the discussion was very active and compelling moving forward to a compromised agreement. 
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 Pamela Molina – 


Expert on persons with disabilities





Pamela Molina has a very optimistic view for the MOAS delegates. She has been an excellent help to all of the delegates.





Here Comes the Debate








