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Over the last few years, the countries of the Americas have lived through multiple and important transformations in the economic, social and political spheres, which have generated new debates on the quality of democracy.  In spite of the gradual consolidation of electoral democracy in the region however, a number of obstacles still exist to the full exercise of citizenship rights, including the under-representation of women in public decision-making spaces. 

The countries of the region have taken a diversity of approaches in addressing this problem – including the adoption of quotas and other affirmative action measures in the composition of electoral and political party lists – which have had widely differing impacts on the representation of women and are not without their critics and detractors.  Out of this process, a new debate on a definitive solution to the under-representation of women has emerged from some countries as the new paradigm of parity between men and women in political representation and governance. 

In this context, the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International IDEA) and the Inter-American Commission of Women of the Organization of American States (CIM/OEA) have organized a seminar to analyze those processes that have led to an increase in the political representation of women in diverse contexts, and to identify persistent obstacles to the achievement of parity and a political agenda for women’s rights in the region.
Follow us on Twitter to send questions to the panelists: (@CIMOAS)  https://twitter.com/CIMOAS 

Program
	9:30-9:45
	Welcoming remarks from the Secretary General of the OAS, José Miguel Insulza 


	9:45-10:00
	Remarks from the Director of UN Women for Latin America and the Caribbean, Moni Pizani


	10:00-10:30
	Women’s citizenship in the democracies of the Americas
· Belkys Mones, Senior Specialist, Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM/OAS)


	10:30-12:00
	Panel: “Betting on parity: The democratization of political systems in Latin America”
Moderator: Pilar Tello, Coordinator of the Gender and Andean Region Areas, International IDEA
Panelists:

· Beatriz Llanos, Lawyer and consultant on gender and democracy issues
· Marlene Choque, Presidential Representation Agenda Patriótica 2025 (Bolivia)
Discussants: 

· Roxana Silva, National Counsellor, National Electoral Council of Ecuador


	12:00-1:00
	Plenary debate


	1:00-2:30
	Lunch


	2:30-4:00
	Round-table “Women’s political representation: Perspectives from the region”
Moderator: Sebastián Molano, OAS Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation 

· María del Carmen Alanís, Magistrate of the Federal Electoral Tribunal (Mexico)

· María José Lubertino, Legislator from the City of Buenos Aires (Argentina) 

· Lisa M. Shoman, Opposition Senator (Belize)

· Glynis Roberts, Political Leader of the National United Front (Grenada)

· Susan Markham, Director of Women’s Political Participation, National Democratic Institute (NDI)


	4:00-4:45
	Plenary debate


	4:45-5:00
	Conclusions 

Closing remarks from the Executive Secretary of the CIM, Carmen Moreno


Panelists and moderators 
	José Miguel Insulza
Secretary General of the Organization of American States

	
José Miguel Insulza was elected OAS Secretary General on May 2, 2005, and reelected March 24, 2010. At the beginning of his first five-year term as Secretary General, he pledged to strengthen the Organization’s “political relevance and its capacity for action.”  A lawyer by profession, he has a law degree from the University of Chile, postgraduate studies at FLACSO, and a master’s in political science from the University of Michigan. Under the presidency of Patricio Aylwin, Insulza served as Chilean Ambassador for International Cooperation, Director of Multilateral Economic Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Vice-President of the International Cooperation Agency. In 1994, under the administration of President Eduardo Frei, Insulza became Under-Secretary of Foreign Affairs later Minister of Foreign Affairs. In 1999, he became Minister Secretary General of the Presidency, and the following year he became President Ricardo Lagos’s Minister of the Interior and Vice-President of the Republic.



	Moni Pizani
Director of UN Women for Latin America and the Caribbean

	Moni Pizani became the first Regional Director of UN Women for the Americas and Caribbean in October 2011.  Previously, she held the position of UN Women Regional Director for East and Southeast Asia. Between 2005-2010, she was Director of UNIFEM’s Sub-regional Office for the Andean Region, based in Quito. Before joining UN Women/UNIFEM, Ms. Pizani was Deputy Representative of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) in Venezuela, where she was also Vice-Minister of Infrastructure of Venezuela and President of the National Fund for Community and Municipality Development (FUNDACOMUN) and Advisor to the National Assembly (Parliament), to the national delegation to the Inter American Commission on Women and to the Ministry of Women’s Affairs. In 1989, she co-founded the Center for Social Research, Training and Studies on Women (CISFEM).  Ms. Pizani is an attorney and holds a Masters degree in Management of Social Programmes from Universidad Católica Andrés Bello (Caracas).


	Belkys Mones
Senior Specialist, Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM/OAS)

	An economist by training, Ms. Mones has previously served as Regional Advisor on Gender, Population and Development for Latin America and the Caribbean at UNIFEM and UNFPA, based in Chile and Mexico.  She was a consultant with the Program for the Support of Women's Leadership and Representation (PROLEAD) at the Inter-American Development Bank in Washington, D.C. Her international career began in 1986 with UNIFEM in Honduras, as an expert in public policy on gender equality and women’s human rights. She has worked as an advisor in 24 countries of Latin America and the Caribbean with multi-lateral organizations, development banks, government institutions and private foundations. Ms. Mones studied economics at the Autonomous University of Santo Domingo (UASD), with post-graduate studies in public management, strategic planning and social policy from the Ibero-American University of Mexico and the University of Chicago. She sits on the Executive Committee of the Euro-Latino Women’s Forum and has authored numerous publications, essays and articles. 


	Alicia del Pilar Tello Rozas  

Coordinator of the Gender and Andean Region Areas, International IDEA

	A graduate of the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (Brazil), with a master’s degree in Public Management from the National Distance Education Univerity of Spain (UNED) and currently completing a master’s degree in political science and government at the Pontifical Catholic University of Peru.  She has specialized in local, social, participatory development and public and local development management. Currently serves as the Coordinator of the Gender Area for Latin America at International IDEA. 


	Beatriz Llanos Cabanillas 
Lawyer and consultant on gender and democracy issues

	A Peruvian Sawyer and consultant in gender and democracy issues, with and emphasis on women’s political rights. Ms. Llanos holds a master’s degree in Political and Institutional Communication from the Ortega y Gasset University Institute and an advanced studies diploma in political theory, democratic theory and public administration from the Autonomous University of Madrid. She has coordinated and participated in numerous research studies and prepared a series of publications to promote gender equality in the exercise of political rights in Latin America in collaboration with International IDEA, UN Women, the Inter-American Development Bank, the OAS and the Regional Gender Area of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP).




	Marlene Choque Aldana
Presidential Representation Agenda Patriótica 2025 (Bolivia)

	A Bolivian sociologist and social communicator, consultant in gender, political participation, citizenship and women’s rights issues.   She has specialized in Women’s Studies at the Inter-disciplinary Program on Women’s Studies (PIEM) at the College of Mexico, holds a master’s degree in social sciences from the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences (FLACSO) and is a doctoral candidate in sociology at the College of Mexico.    Ms. Choque collaborates as a post-graduate lecturer and researcher in development sciences at the Universidad Mayor de San Andrés (CIDES-UMSA) in La Paz. She is affiliated with Ciudadanía (the Community of Social Studies and Public Action of Cochabamba) and has been a lecturer at universities in Bolivia and Mexico, publishing in numerous books and journals. 


	Roxana Silva

National Counsellor, National Electoral Council of Ecuador

	Lawyer, Doctorate in Jurisprudence and Social Sciences from the Universidad Laica Vicente Rocafuerte in Guayaquil. Master’s in Political Science from FLACSO, Ecuador and a Certificate of Advanced Studies in Public Administration from the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University.  Studies focused on Human Rights, Gender, Civic Engagement, Participation, Governance, Accountability, Political Incidence and Social Control. A leader of the social oversight movement in Ecuador, a pioneer in the creation of the Citizen Oversight Committee (Veedurías Ciudadanas) and a trainer in citizen rights and responsibilities and democracy in Ecuador. Electoral observer in the 2004 Presidential elections in the Dominican Republic. Author of multiple publications and articles on various topics related to democratic oversight and accountability and citizen participation.


	Sebastián Molano
Specialist, OAS Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation


	A consultant in Gender and Electoral Financing at the OAS’ Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation. Previously he has worked as a consultant for Catholic Relief Services on issues related to women’s savings groups in rural areas of Central America and with the International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC), on issues related to humanitarian response in Colombia.  Has participated in twelve electoral observation missions as a gender specialist in Paraguay and as a financing specialist in Nicaragua and Ecuador.  Mr. Molano has worked on community development projects on the Dominican-Haitian border with the Pan-American Development Foundation.  He is a graduate of finance and international relations from the External University of Colombia, and has completed post-graduate studies in the management of non-governmental organizations at the Open University of Catalunya and a master’s degree in international development at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy.


	María del Carmen Alanís 
Magistrate of the Federal Electoral Tribunal (Mexico)

	A Mexican lawyer and academic, Ms. Alanís has served as Executive Secretary of the Federal Electoral Institute and currently serves as a Magistrate of the Federal Electoral Tribunal (TEPJF) from 2006-2016, and from 2007 to 2012 is its President.  She has worked in various electoral institutions, including as Director General of the Federal Electoral Institute (IFE) and as Coordinator for Electoral Law and as Technical Secretary at the Centre for Judicial Electoral Training (CCJE) of the TEPJF.  She has lectured in law at the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM) and has given conferences in Mexico and other countries on electoral processes and training, electoral systems and electoral law.  Since February 2010 she has served as the representative from Mexico to the European Commission on Democracy through Law (Venice Commission) and currently heads the first year of activities of the “Working Group on American Electoral Jurisprudence,” of the OAS, which is composed of electoral judges from the continent.


	María José Lubertino
Legislator from the City of Buenos Aires (Argentina)

	A lawyer by training, Lubertino was elected as a Deputy in the Legislature of Buenos Aires in 2009.  She began her political career in 1982 with party positions in the Radical Youth and the Radical Civil Union (UCR).  She was an advidor to the Chamber of Deputies, the Senate, the Ministry of Education and the Youth Directorate of the City of Buenos Aires.  In 2003 she occupied a bench in the National Congress, where she gained public notoriety by breast-feeding in the Chambers as a form of feminist protest, in an effort to raise awareness of women’s rights.  In September 2006, she assumed the presidency of the National Institute against Discrimination, Xenophobia and Racism (INADI). She is the founder and has served as the President of the Association of Young Women, the Women’s Social and Political Institute and the Citizen’s Association for Human Rights.  She is part of the Campaign for the right to legal, safe and free abortion.


	Lisa M. Shoman
Opposition Senator (Belize)

	A Belizean lawyer and politician, Ms. Shoman has served as Opposition Senator since her appointment in 2009 by Juan Antonio Briceño, leader of the People's United Party (PUP) . She was previously the first woman Foreign Minister of Belize (2007-2008) and has also served as the Permanent Representative of Belize to the Organisation of American States and Ambassador to the United States (2000-2007). In 2007, she was appointed as a member of the Senate of Belize on the recommendation of then-Prime Minister Said Musa. Ms. Shom  an completed her legal studies at the University of the West Indies and the Norman Manley Law School in Jamaica and was appointed Crown Counsel in the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions in 1988. She was elected the first female president of the Bar Association of Belize in 1996


	Glynis Roberts
Political Leader of the National United Front (Grenada)


	A politician from the tri-island nation of Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique, Mrs. Roberts currently serves as the Political Leader of the National United Front and is the first female leader of a political party in Grenada. She was first elected to parliament in 2003 and represented the St George South constituency for the National Democratic Congress (NDC) in the House of Representatives of Grenada. Mrs. Roberts formerly served as Grenada's Minister of Environment and Trade, as Minister of Labour and Women's Affairs and as Minister of Tourism and Civil Aviation. During the first year of the NDC's return to government in 2008, she also served as Minister of Social Development and Labour. Mrs. Roberts worked for the European Commission in Grenada for twenty-two years prior to seeking elective office. Mrs. Roberts is a passionate advocate for the environment and loves to work at the community level and with the less fortunate


	Susan Markham
Director of Women’s Political Participation, National Democratic Institute (NDI)

	With a B.A. in political science and international studies from Ohio State University and a Master's degree in public policy and women's studies from George Washington University, Ms. Markham started her political career in 1994 with Participation 2000. Since then she has served as the finance director for the Ohio Democratic Party, executive director of Participation 2000, and campaign manager for four statewide campaigns.  Ms. Markham joined EMILY’s List in 2005 to manage its Campaign Corps program and later the Political Opportunity Program (POP) and the training department. In 2010, she joined NDI as director of women's political participation supporting the aspirations of women around the world to be equal and active partners in shaping and leading democratic societies. Ms. Markham’s work has taken her to many countries around the world where she has conducted trainings, facilitated working groups, engaged political parties and addressed numerous conferences on the importance and best practices of increasing women’s involvement in the political process.



	Carmen Moreno
Executive Secretary, Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

	Carmen Moreno, an internationalist and diplomat, began her career in women’s rights and gender equality as a member of the Mexican delegation to the First World Conference on Women (1975).  Since then she has served as the Mexican Ambassador to Costa Rica and Guatemala, as well as the Permanent Representative  of Mexico to the OAS.  In 2003, Carmen Moreno was appointed by the Secretary-General of the United Nations to serve as Director of the UN International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (UN-INSTRAW, now part of UN Women).  In July 2009, Ms. Moreno was appointed by the Secretary General of the OAS, José Miguel Insulza, as Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM).


























































































































