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Project Goal
To study the achievements of the
MERCOSUR States in the realm of customs
harmonization, and draft a similar model for
Central America, covering issues such as
customs codification, labelling issues, and
licit and illicit chemical substance trade.



Background
Sound management of hazardous
chemicals has consistently been a major
concern of the Department of Sustainable
Development, particularly in agricultural
and mining sectors of Latin America and the
Caribbean, given their human and economic
importance for the Region



Examples of DSD former work
relevant for this project
� � Preliminary Diagnostics on the available
information on Hazardous Chemicals in the
Region� , by Michela Miletto and Andrea Salinas,
October, 2006.

� Initiatives such as the 2006-2008 project
� Supporting Trade-Related Capacity Building in
Environmental Management� , financed by the
Canadian International Development Agency
(CIDA).



Topics of this Project
�Development of a hemispheric network which
includes private and public actors
�Preliminary inventory of PTS and an on-line
database;
�Compilation of existing legal, management and
institutional capacities;
� Identification of opportunities to sustain a regional
program for the sound management of chemicals;
�Sub-regional technical meetings;
�Outreach activities;
�A Regional Action Plan for the Sound
Management of Hazardous Chemicals.



Priority Topics
�Phasing out pesticides: supporting chemical
security reforms with particular attention to gender
and poverty issues;
�Obsolete pesticide stockpiling: sites inventory and
disposal;
�Prevention and control of mercury contamination
from gold-mining activities;
�PCB: inventory, decontamination, disposal, and
implementation of alternative technologies



Trade and Environment
in the Americas

As part of the DSD-executed initiative on
Trade and Environment in the Americas, the
Department is working on strengthening
capacities of member States in the area of
chemical substance management



Initiative on persistent toxic
chemicals management
The OAS/DSD has been pursuing a research
on most POPs and heavy metals.

This pilot study, for Chile and Nicaragua,
will be replicated throughout Latin America
in order to draw region-wide conclusions
and formulate recommendations



Approach - Synergies
Use the experiences gathered by countries
or groups of countries in a given area as an
input for other nations which experience
similar problems



MERCOSUR instruments
�Agreement for the Facilitation of Dangerous
Goods Transportation, formalized on 5th
August, 1994, based on Art. 13 of the Asuncion
Treaty (March 26th, 1991),

�Decision N.4/91 of the Common Market Council

�Resolution N. 39/94 of the Common Market
Group,

�SGT Recommendation N. 1/94 N.5 on Road
Transportation.


