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Program

European Commission Regional Workshop on 

“Sustainable Development  and Regional Trade Agreements” 

San José, Costa Rica

April 25-26, 2005

Radisson Europa Hotel & Conference Center

Day One

8:00
Registration 
9:00
Opening Session: Challenges and Opportunities in Integrating Sustainable Development into Regional Trade Agreements.


· Allan Flores Moya, Vice-minister of Environment and Energy of Costa Rica


· Tomás Abadía Vicente, Head of  European Commission Delegation in Costa Rica 

9:30
Session One:  Setting the Context in Integrating Sustainable Development and Regional Trade Agreements.

This Session will examine the manner and extent to which Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs) contribute to development, economic growth, poverty alleviation and sustainable development as well as good governance.  Among the issues it will address are the general strengths as well as weakness of RTAs in promoting sustainable development, emerging lessons from current agreements, and opportunities for future agreements.

· The European Union and Regional Trade Agreements.  
Pierre Defraigne, Former Deputy Director General, DG Trade, European Commission.

· Policy in the Americas: opportunities and constraints for development.

 Jaime Granados, Integration Department, Inter-American Development Bank. 

· Emerging Trends in Integrating Sustainable Development within Regional Trade Agreements in the Americas.

Alice Mattice ,Office of Environment and Natural Resources, Office of the United States Trade Representative. 

· General Discussion, moderated by Alejandra Aguilar Lead Environmental Advisor, Ministry of Foreign Trade of Costa Rica.

11:30
Coffee Break

11:45
Session Two: Trade-Related Investment and Sustainability.

This Session will examine both the interaction between investment rules set out in certain regional agreements, and their potential effects on sustainable development, as well as the more general relationship between foreign direct investment and regional trade agreements. The session will identify new avenues for ensuring that investment provisions in RTAs create the right incentive framework for investors without impeding the setting up of domestic regulation to promote sustainable development.  

· Regional Trade Agreements (RTA)- a magnet for Foreign Direct Investment at the expense of sustainable development?  

Roberto Echandi, Former Lead Trade Negotiator for Investment and Services, Costa Rica.

· Foreign Direct Investment and Policy Space for Sustainable Development. 
 
  Julie Raynal, DG Trade, European Commission.

· Opportunities for Bioprospecting.
Ana Lorena Guevara, Manager Bioprospecting Division, Instituto Nacional de Biodiversidad de Costa Rica (INBIO).

· General Discussion, moderated by Carlos Murillo, Centro Internacional de Politica Economica para el Desarrollo Sostenible (CINPE).

13:30
Lunch Break:  Provided by the European Commission

14:45  
Session Three: Regional Trade Agreements as an engine for the sustainable management of natural resources. 


This Session will examine the interaction between regional trade agreements and efforts at the national and regional levels to integrate sustainability provisions within resource-based sectors and to strengthen environmental management. The session will identify the key requirements, regarding both RTAs and domestic regulation framework, for ensuring mutual supportiveness between regional trade liberalisation and sustainable trade management.     

· Regional Trade Agreements – The NAFTA Environmental Side Agreement and the Experience of the North American CEC.
Geoffrey Garver, Director, Submission on Enforcement Matters Unit, North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC).

· Regional Trade Agreements and liberalization of services:  the example of payments for ecological services. 
 Oscar Sánchez, Fondo Nacional de  Financiamiento Forestal de Costa Rica  
 (FONAFIFO).

· Cleaner Production, the transfer of technology and knowledge among regional partners – what role for Regional Trade Agreements? 

 Sergio Musmanni, Director National Cleaner Production Center, Costa Rica.

· General Discussion, moderated by Diego Masera, Coordinator, UNEP-ROLAC  Industry Program.

16:15
Coffee Break
16:30
Session Four:  Regional Trade Agreements as a Catalyst for Sustainability in Business.  

This Session will examine some recent trends in the private sector in integrating sustainability within core business operations and supply-chain management and examine how the Regional Trade Agreements can best support these developments.   In addition, the session will examine new opportunities provided by trade in supporting the growth of environmental goods and services in the region.   

· Sustainable Agriculture, Sustainable Forestry and Sustainable Fisheries:  What role for Regional Trade Agreements?   

Juana Galván, Central America Regional Specialist for Policy and Trade Negotiations, Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture (IICA). 

· Recent Developments and the Role, if any, of RTAs in Public-Private partnerships: the example of Cocoa in Nicaragua. 

Robert Dilger, Program Coordinator, Sustainable Management of Natural Resources and Promotion of Entrepreneurial Competences, GTZ Nicaragua.

· Using rules in RTAs to maximize benefits from Environmental Goods and Services.

Ronald Steenblik, Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). 

· General Discussion, moderated by Claudia de Windt, Office for Sustainable Development and Environment of the Organization of American States.

18:00
Conclusion of First Day 
Day Two

8:45
Feedback Session:  Summary of First Day, Outstanding Issues to Bring Forward. 

· Moderated by Robin Ratchford, DG Trade European Commission.

10:00
Session Five:  Corporate Social Responsibility and Fair Trade – marooned at the margins or moving towards the mainstream?

This Session will examine the opportunities, actual or potential, which “fair trade” provides for Latin American producers.  The session will provide an overview of recent developments, pilot projects and lessons learned in the region from efforts to promote fair trade.   The session will examine both ‘mission led’ and corporate schemes and consider whether fair-trade represents a robust, sustained and expanding market, or whether it will remain a niche. Finally, the session will examine how RTAs can contribute to further promote fair trade.

· Overview of Recent Trends, and Sorting Through Definitions.

Daniele Giovannucci, Senior Advisor, World Bank and other International Organizations.
· Fair trade for food producers and exporters:  pathway to profits or bureaucratic burden? 

Rene Vossenaar, Former Head Trade, Environment and Development Branch, Division on International Trade in Goods and Services, and Commodities, UNCTAD

· Challenges for Small-Scale Producers. 

 Jason Potts, Coordinator Sustainable Commodity Initiative, International  
 Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD).

· Is Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Providing New Answers.

Patricia Barbuscia, Instituto Ethos de Empresas e Responsabilidade Social, Brazil.

· General Discussion, moderated by Chris Wille, Chief of Sustainable Agriculture Rainforest Alliance, Costa Rica.

11:15
Coffee Break
11:30
Session Six: Assessing the Effects of Trade Liberalisation.

This Session will examine differing approaches to assessing the impacts of trade liberalisation.  In the last decade, various approaches have been adopted to provide a clearer picture of the potential impacts of trade liberalisation.  These include anticipatory or ex ante assessments, backwards looking or ex post assessments, or more recently, a combination of the two.  With the emergence of Sustainability Impact Assessments, policy-makers and the public are gaining new insights into the complex relationship between trade liberalization, economic growth, poverty alleviation, changes in environmental quality indicators, as well as social indicators. 

· Sustainability Impact Assessments.

 Eric Peters, DG Trade, European Commission.

· Approaches to Assess the Effects of trade: Overview. 

Benjamin Simmons, United Nations Environment Programme. 

· Lessons in Assessing the Environmental Effects of Trade.

David Brooks, Office of Environment and Natural Resources, Office of the United States Trade Representative.

· Regional Experience in Assessing Environmental Effects of Trade. 
Silvia Chaves, Executive Director Centro de Derecho Ambiental y Recursos Naturales (CEDARENA). 

· General Discussion, moderated by Donald Miranda, Centro Internacional de Politica Economica para el Desarrollo Sostenible (CINPE).

13:15
Lunch Break 

14:30
Session Seven:  Lessons in Integration and Future Steps. 

The Final Session will examine lessons to date in trade integration, and the effects trade exerts in either supporting or hindering other areas of policy integration. More than a decade after trade and environment and sustainable development issues have been raised, a key empirical lesson is that policy integration does not happen automatically. The session will also examine the need to strengthen regulatory dialogue and potential opportunities that RTAs could offer in this matter.

· Formal institutional arrangements, parallel and cooperative agreements and other measures:  supporting policy coherence or detracting from it?  

 Gabriela Llobet, Former Vice Minister of Foreign Trade, Costa Rica.

· Regulatory dialogue within RTAs: new avenue for promoting SD?  

 Rita Mishaan, Director of International Cooperation Ministry of Environment of  
 Guatemala.

· Inside Looking Out, or Outside Looking In:  Environmental provisions codified within trade rules, versus complementary policies. 

 Lawrence Pratt, Director Latin American Center for Competitiveness and Sustainable  
 Development, INCAE Business School.

· General Discussion, moderated by Ana Maria Majano, Executive Director Latin American Center for Competitiveness and Sustainable Development, INCAE Business School. 

16:00
Coffee Break
16:15
Conclusions and Next Steps 

· Pierre Defraigne, former Deputy Director General, DG Trade, European Commission.


· Gustavo Mayen, Former Vice Minister of Environment of Guatemala.

· Carlos Murillo, Centro Internacional de Politica Economica para el Desarrollo Sostenible (CINPE).

17:30
Closing Observations
· Representative of the European Commission.
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