
 
 

OAS’s Clean Energy Project ‘Building Low-Carbon Communities in the Caribbean’ was selected by DOE 

under the ‘Low-Carbon Communities of the Americas Initiative’ 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – In support of the Energy and Climate Partnership of the Americas announced by 

President Obama at the 2009 Summit of the Americas, Secretary Steven Chu announced that, the OAS’s is 

one of the three institutions that the U.S. Department of Energy selected under the Low-Carbon 

Communities of the Americas (LCCA) - a program launched in June 2009 to assist countries in Latin 

America with sustainable energy market transformation initiatives.  

“DOE is committed to advancing clean energy technology development and deployment globally,” said 

Secretary Chu.  “The Low-Carbon Communities of the Americas initiative offers an opportunity for the 

Department to work closely with our neighbors to reduce energy use, increase energy security, and 

promote a low-carbon future across the Western Hemisphere.” 

Through the LCCA program, DOE invited countries to submit proposals for collaboration in areas including 

renewable energy development and building and industrial energy efficiency.  DOE’s National Renewable 

Energy Laboratory (NREL), along with other National Laboratories, will provide technical assistance to 

countries receiving support under the initiative. 

Secretary Chu will host his counterparts from North and South America at the Energy Ministerial of the 

Americas to continue developing and expanding joint clean energy and climate efforts.  The Energy 

Ministerial will be held from April 15-16 in Washington, D.C. 

The proposal from the OAS and several Caribbean governments will enable to expand the development 

and use of renewable energy and energy efficiency systems, helping to increase the sustainability of their 

energy supplies while reducing carbon emissions.  The project will target local training and technical 

programs on how to conduct energy efficiency audits and retrofits.  There will also be a focus on 

strengthening communities’ capacity to review and evaluate resource assessments related to indigenous 

renewable natural resources. This project will engage St. Lucia, Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts & Nevis, The 

Bahamas, Antigua & Barbuda, and St. Vincent & the Grenadines. 

 

For further information please visit DOE’s website 

http://www.energy.gov/news2009/print2009/8499.htm 

 

 

 

 


