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Regional Critical Energy Issues Dialogue & ECPA Meeting 

Panamá City, Panamá – Hotel JW Marriott 

April 7-8, 2011 

 

This Senior-Level Meeting seeks to further regional dialogue on the most critical energy and 

climate issues facing the Western Hemisphere and continue the important momentum developed 

over the last two years under the Energy and Climate Partnership of the Americas (ECPA).  The 

one and a half day meeting provides an opportunity to take stock of progress across the region on 

ECPA initiatives; update one another on our collaborative efforts under ECPA; and to serve as a 

platform to identify country coordinators for the ECPA pillars to interface with the ECPA 

Information Clearinghouse through the Organization of American States (OAS).  Finally, the 

meeting will also serve as a planning session for the next Energy and Climate Ministerial to take 

place before the Sixth Summit of the Americas and hosted by Colombia in April 2012.  The 

meeting is open to the private sector and civil society, as an effort to further incorporate these 

sectors into ECPA initiatives.    

 

Thursday April 7 

 

Regional Critical Issues Forum 
 

8:30 AM Welcoming and Opening Remarks 

  Juan Carlos Varela, Vice President of Panama (TBC)  

 

9:00 AM Moderated Panel I:  Discussion of Energy Efficiency, Energy Poverty and 

Energy Infrastructure:    

• Panelists will discuss deployment of energy efficient technologies and the 

promotion best policy practices through assistance in developing building 

codes and other standards in the industrial, commercial, and residential 

sectors, as well as training for energy audits. 

• Panelists will discuss pathways for integrating, modernizing and ensuring 

resiliency in electricity and natural gas infrastructures  

• Panelists will discuss how to target urban and rural energy poverty with 

strategies to promote sustainable urban development and improve access 

to modern clean energy services and appropriate technologies in rural 

areas.  

 

  Moderator: (TBC) 

 

10:00 AM Coffee Break 

 

10:30AM Moderated Panel II:  Discussion of Land Use & Forestry, Climate 

Change/Adaptation, Cleaner Fossil Fuels and Renewable Energy: 

• The panelists will discuss how the development and maintenance of 

sustainable forests and land use will reduce emissions from deforestation 

and forest degradation, and enhance carbon sequestration in the land use 

sector, through the conservation and sustainable management of forests.  
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• The panelists will discuss how assist vulnerable countries and 

communities with strategies to understand and reduce their vulnerabilities 

to the impacts of climate change can be addressed through adaptation.  

• The panelists will discuss how the promotion of clean energy technologies 

can reduce both conventional pollution and the carbon footprint of fossil 

fuels.  

• The panelists will discuss how the acceleration of clean energy 

deployment via project support, policy dialogues, scientific collaboration, 

and the clean energy technology network will enhance the development of 

renewable energy in the hemisphere.  

 

  Moderator: TBC 

 

11:30 AM Critical Issues Forum Wrap Up and Keynote Address 

Latin America and the Caribbean: Balancing the Need for Modern Energy and 

Protecting the Climate 

Teófilo de la Torre, Minister of Energy and Environment of Costa Rica (TBC) 

• Summary of Regional Critical Energy Issues Dialogue 

• Set tone and Agenda for ECPA Working Meeting 

 

ECPA Working Group Meeting 

 

12:30 PM Lunch 

 

1:45 PM  ECPA Steering Committee Opening and Welcoming Remarks 

Welcome Remarks: 

  Juan Manuel Urriola, Minister of Energy of Panama 

 

Gary Ward, Director of American Affairs, Office of Policy and International 

Affairs, U.S. Department of Energy 

 

Kevin Sullivan, Director of Western Hemisphere Affairs, U.S. Department of 

State 

 

2:10 PM ECPA Overview – What is ECPA? Where has it been, where is it going and 

who will lead the efforts? 

Mark Lambrides, Division Chief, Energy and Climate Change and Manager 

ECPA Clearinghouse, OAS    

• Describe the role of the ECPA clearinghouse to disseminate information 

on the website, with country leads to provide regular updates on events 

and activities.  

• Provide an opportunity for government representatives to nominate 

themselves to serve as ECPA pillar coordinators(s) in collaboration with 

the ECPA clearinghouse. 

 

2:25 PM Move to Breakout Rooms 
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2:30 PM Concurrent Breakout Sessions – Open to all participants 
Session A: Land Use and Forestry & Climate Change/Adaptation (TBC) 

Session B: Cleaner Fossil Fuels (TBC) 

Session C: Renewable Energy (TBC) 

  

5:30 PM  Wrap-up of Breakout Sessions 

  Moderator: (TBC) 

 

6:00 PM Cocktail Reception in Foyer 

 

Friday April 8 

 

8:00 AM Private & Financial Sector Breakfast Dialogue  

 

This breakfast dialogue will bring together a diverse group of energy companies 

and financial institutions willing to share their perspectives towards government 

regulations, laws, and financing which will create a valuable tool for the public 

sector representatives.   Discussion will touch on energy investment opportunities 

that exist in multilateral and commercial development banks, public sector 

national banks and other institutions that finance clean energy projects.  There 

will be opportunities to explore synergies in the financing of clean energy projects 

between these institutions, agencies and governments in the Western Hemisphere.  

The group could provide recommendations and/or suggestions to public sector 

colleagues on how they can best to collaborate under the ECPA framework. 

 

Moderators: (TBC) 

 

9:30 AM Opening Keynote Address 

  Regional Interconnection: Focus on Panama – Colombia 

  Speaker  (TBC) 

 

10:00 AM Concurrent Breakout Sessions  

 

These sessions will break down the topics and issues raised yesterday in the larger 

panel groups.  The public, private and financial sectors will discuss how to use 

ECPA as a toolkit to solve the problems related to the seven pillars.  

 

  Session D: Energy Efficiency ( TBC) 

  Session E: Energy Poverty (TBC) 

  Session F: Energy Infrastructure (TBC) 

   

12:00 PM Wrap-up of Breakout Sessions, ECPA Next Steps and Looking Towards the 

Summit of the Americas 2012  
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1:30 PM  Event Close 


