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St. Vincent and the Grenadines:

Designation of Central Authorities under OAS Conventions

Office of International Law

November 2007

I.  Introduction:
Judicial cooperation and mutual legal assistance, imperative to the proper operation of the Inter-American legal framework, rely fundamentally on the designation of Central Authorities by states parties to relevant Inter-American Conventions.  St. Vincent and the Grenadines, which is party to one Inter-American Convention on judicial cooperation, has not completed the designation of the relevant Central Authority. As a result, the present note kindly requests the designation pursuant to the terms outlined in section III below.  

In addition, to better assist users of the Inter-American system, the OAS Office Secretariat hereby introduces a new Form for the Designation of Central Authorities – a document that will create a uniform system for collecting and disseminating contact information for appointed government offices and individuals.  As a result, this note requests use of this Form for all present and future designations.  Moreover, in an effort to standardize current and future information for all states parties, this note also requests the Form to update all previous designations.

Section II of this note provides a brief overview of the new OAS Form attached as ANNEX I. Section III provides an overview of the public international law Convention to which St. Vincent and the Grenadines is party and the status of designation of Central Authority under such Convention. Section IV requests the designation of Central Authority under such Convention. 
II. OAS Form:
Every effective and efficient international framework for judicial cooperation and mutual legal assistance requires information on Central Authorities that is both reliable and user-friendly.  Inter-American treaties require the general secretariat to merely receive, safeguard and disseminate information on Central Authorities as remitted by the states parties to OAS Conventions; it is not required to provide a system for the designation and update of this information.  As a result, states parties to OAS Conventions have had little guidance in the manner in which to provide consistent, complete and up-to-date information on the designation of Central Authority, thereby creating an incomplete and out-dated system. In extreme cases, some states are remiss in the designation of Central Authorities altogether.  

Presentation and use of the OAS Form for the Designation of Central Authorities (attached hereto) will create a uniform system for all relevant appointments – one that is based on standardized, complete and easy-to-use information.  This Form, when properly completed and remitted to the OAS Office of International Law (Department of International Legal Affairs) for its storage and dissemination, will alleviate current shortcomings and provide a comprehensive and up-to-date network of Central Authorities across the region – one that can communicate effectively amongst themselves and effectively with all users of the Inter-American system.  

As contained in ANNEX I below, each state must fill out one Form per Inter-American instrument to which such state is a party and submit it via verbal note from its Permanent Mission to the Office of International Law. The Form, which provides complete instructions for its use, is divided into two parts: one mandatory, requesting permanent information of the Central Authorities; the other optional, requesting information about local authorities (if applicable) and the designation of a contact person.  

III. Public International Law:
St. Vincent and the Grenadines is currently party to the following public international law Convention related to legal cooperation: 

· Inter-American Convention Against Corruption (B-58)
St. Vincent and the Grenadines has failed to designate Central Authority under such Convention. 
For detailed Tables concerning the status of signature, ratification/accession and designation of Central Authorities by St. Vincent and the Grenadines under public international law instruments, please refer to ANNEX II below. 

IV.  Designation of Central Authorities:
Pursuant to this note, the government of St. Vincent and the Grenadines is respectfully requested to a designate Central Authority for the following public international law Convention pursuant to section III above: 

· Inter-American Convention Against Corruption (B-58)

Designations shall be completed using the OAS Form contained in ANNEX I below, one Form employed per Convention.  

ANNEX I

OAS FORM FOR THE DESIGNATION OF CENTRAL AUTHORITY
I. MANDATORY INFORMATION 

A. DESIGNATION OF CENTRAL AUTHORITY
	INTERAMERICAN CONVENTION(S):

	NATIONAL ORGAN/ENTITY:

	DEPARTMENT/OFFICE:

	TELEPHONE:
	
	

	MAILING ADDRESS:
	CITY:

	STATE:
	POSTAL CODE:
	COUNTRY:


II. OPTIONAL INFORMATION

A. INSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION

	WEBSITE:
	PERMANENT EMAIL ADDRESS:
	FAX NUMBER:


B. CONTACT PERSON

	LAST NAME(S):
	FIRST NAME:
	MIDDLE NAME:
	SUFFIX:

	MAILING ADDRESS:
	CITY:

	STATE:
	POSTAL CODE:
	COUNTRY:

	EMAIL ADDRESS:
	TELEPHONE :

	LANGUAGES OF COMMUNICATION:


C. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
1. DESIGNATION OF STATE/ LOCAL CENTRAL AUTHORITY 
	STATE/LOCAL ORGAN/ENTITY:

	DEPARTMENT:

	TELEPHONE:
	EMAIL ADDRESS:
	

	MAILING ADDRESS:
	CITY:

	STATE:
	POSTAL CODE:
	COUNTRY:

	CONTACT PERSON:


2. OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION

	


   [NOTE: Please fill out form very carefully. Errors and omissions may produce important legal consequences]

INSTRUCTIONS:

OAS FORM FOR THE DESIGNATION OF CENTRAL AUTHORITY
	I. MANDATORY INFORMATION 
Line I.A. – Designation of the Central Authority:
Inter-American Convention: Enter the name of the International Law Convention under which a Central Authority is designated. Note that if one Central Authority is to be designated for more than one Convention, each of the applicable Conventions shall be mentioned in this line.  

National Organ/Entity: Enter the name of the national body that will act as Central Authority, responsible for international assistance and cooperation, under the respective Convention. 

Department/Office: Enter the name of the subdivision of the National Organ/Entity responsible for international assistance and cooperation.

Address: Enter the full address. 
II. OPTIONAL INFORMATION

Line II.A. – Institutional Information:

Website: If available, enter the internet webpage of the relevant organ/entity and/or Department. 

Permanent email address: Enter the email address specifically assigned to the office of the Central Authority. This email address should be specific to the office or Department and should be checked by the individual(s) designated to this task. However, the email address should not be that of a specific person.

Line II.B. – Contact Person:

Enter the name and contact information for the government official responsible for international assistance and cooperation under the respective Conventions.
Line II.C. – Additional Information:

Regional/Local Organ/Entity: Enter the name of the organs and entities that might exist in a federalist system of government that act as Central Authority at the local level. In such cases the State shall specify the legal or territorial area covered by each designation.

Other Information: Enter any additional information that may be necessary or helpful to users of the respective Convention or instruments.
	PRESENTATION:

● Once completed, this form shall be returned to the Office of International Law of the Department of International Legal Affairs of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States, via verbal note from the relevant Permanent Mission.

● Designating Multiple Central Authorities under one Convention: in those specifics instances in which States may designate more than one Central Authority for one Convention, designation requires the presentation on a duplicate copy of the form, presented in the same manner as above.


                                                                                    ANNEX II

Status of Central Authorities for Public International Law Conventions

	Conventions

	Status of Central Authority

	Inter-American Convention Against Corruption
	No C.A. designated

	Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials 

	Signed but not ratified 


Organización de los Estados Americanos


Secretaría General


Organization of American States


General Secretariat
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