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Salón Libertador Simón Bolívar

Sede de la OEA, Washington, D.C.

Ms. Anke Strauss

Liaison Officer

International Organization for Migrations

Office of the Permanent Observer to the United Nations

Ms. Strauss has been working as Liaison Officer with the Office of the IOM Permanent Observer office to the United Nations since June 2005. 

She joined IOM in 2001 as Senior Legal Officer/Team Leader for Property Loss within the German Forced Labour Compensation Programme at IOM in Geneva. 

Earlier in her career, Ms. Strauss was the Director of Legal Department at the Commission for Real Property Claims of Displaced Person and Refugees, established by the Dayton Peace Agreement, in Sarajevo (1999-2001) and Legal Officer at the Conference on Jewish Material Claims against Germany in Berlin (1996-1998). 

Ms. Strauss is a German national and a fully trained lawyer with the qualification as judge.  

Katerina Tomolova

Research Officer

Organización Internacional para las Migraciones

Ms. Tomolova has been working as Research Officer with IOM Office of the Permanent Observer to the United Nations & Department of International Migration Law and Legal Affairs since February 2008. She initially joined IOM in 2004, as an Associate Legal Officer at IOM Headquarters in Geneva. Earlier in her career, Ms. Tomolova worked as Legal Officer at the Ministry of Justice in her native Slovakia.

She has a law degree from the University of Matej Bel in Slovakia, and Masters Degrees from the European University Institute in Florence, and the Amsterdam School of International Relations.  Her focus throughout her studies and career to date has been largely on international law and human rights.

Berta Fernández
Oficial de programas

Organización Internacional para las Migraciones

La Sra. Fernández trabaja como Oficial de Programas en la Oficina Regional para Norteamérica y el Caribe de la OIM en Washington, DC desde 2002. Previamente, trabajo en la Oficina Regional para Centroamérica y México, donde formaba parte de la Unidad Técnica de Cooperación. En ambas puestos, diseñó e implementó una amplia gama de proyectos dirigidos al fortalecimiento de la gestión migratoria, la lucha contra la trata y el tráfico de personas, sensibilizar sobre el vinculo entre el VIH y la movilidad de personas, promover los derechos humanos de los y las migrantes, facilitar esquemas de migración laboral y uso de remesas, capitalizar los beneficios de la migración para el desarrollo, compartir datos estadísticos migratorios de forma eficiente, o gestionar flujos masivos de personas motivados por desastres o conflictos.  Anualmente, coordina un seminario regional para el Caribe conjuntamente con el ACNUR sobre flujos migratorios mixtos (Barbados 2003, Las Bahamas 2004, Tobago 2005, Curacao 2006, Islas Caimanes 2007), en el que participan mas de 100 personas de 21 países y territorios. Editora y autora de un capítulo en el libro “Migración intracaribeña y su nexo con los conflictos”, una publicación conjunta con la Universidad de las Indias Occidentales, la Asociación de Estados Caribeños, y Human Rights Internet. Ponente sobre políticas y gestión migratoria en diversos cursos académicos (Universidad de Georgetown y George Washington) y eventos internacionales.  

Antes de trabajar para la OIM, la Sra. Fernández trabajo para la Alianza Cooperativa Internacional (sede de Costa Rica) y la Federación Valenciana de Empresas Cooperativas de Trabajo Asociado (España). Asimismo, colaboro con la Comisión Europea (DG VI), el Instituto Internacional para Derecho y Medioambiente, y la Cruz Roja Española.  


La Sra. Fernández es Licenciada en Derecho por la Universidad de Valencia y la Universidad Johannes von Gutenberg (Mainz, Alemania), y Master en Derecho Comunitario por la Universidad Autónoma de Madrid. Posteriormente, realizo estudios de postgrado en desarrollo, monitoreo y evaluación de proyectos en el Instituto Centroamericano de Administración Publica (San José, Costa Rica). Habla inglés, francés y alemán.

Maria del Lujan Flores

Representante Permanente

República Oriental del Uruguay

Es Embajadora (Representante Permanente) de Uruguay ante la Organización de los Estados Americanos, en donde es Presidenta de la Comisión Especial para las Migraciones del Consejo Permanente de la OEA.

Armand F. Pereira

Director - Office for the United States

Representative to the multilateral organizations based in Washington D.C

International Labor Organization

Armand F. Pereira is the Director of the Office for the United States and Representative of the International Labour Organization to the multilateral organizations based in Washington, D.C., and Director of the Washington Office. Mr. Pereira has been with the ILO since January 1982. Prior to his current post, he was Director of the ILO Office in Brasilia between January 1998 and May 2005, where he led it through a nearly twenty fold increase in its technical cooperation project funds in a variety of ILO themes: employment, training and skills certification; forced labor and child labor; occupational safety and health; workplace equality and diversity; advisory services to Corporate Social Responsibility principles; and prevention of HIV-AIDS in the workplace (He served as Chair of the UN Theme Group on HIV-AIDS in 2004–2005). Armand has also promoted national dialogue on the linkages between employment creation and poverty reduction, raising awareness of the need to seek greater integration between the Millennium Development Declaration and the ILO's Decent Work Agenda. 

John M. Wilson

Senior Legal Advisor

Department of International Law

Organization of American States

Mr. Wilson is Senior Legal Advisor for the Department of International Law of the Organization of American States.  In this capacity, Mr. Wilson’s principal responsibilities include the preparation of OAS private and public international law initiatives including the drafting, adoption and implementation of conventions and other legal instruments in the Americas.  Mr. Wilson provides advisory services on public and private international law to OAS political and technical bodies, agencies and entities and provides assistance to member states in the implementation of OAS instruments.  

Before joining the OAS, Mr. Wilson was project director with an international research institution in charge of legal reform and implementation efforts in Latin America.  Mr. Wilson is frequent speaker and author on topics of international law and legal reform in the Americas and is lecturer various universities.
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