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AGENDA

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS ON TOPICS OF CURRENT INTEREST IN INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

Date:  January 25, 2008
Simón Bolívar Room

Washington, D.C.
General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2293 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law,” instructs the Permanent Council, with support from the International Law Office of the Department of International Legal Affairs of the General Secretariat, and in cooperation with the ICRC, to hold a special meeting on topics of current interest in international humanitarian law, including a high-level dialogue, prior to the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.

This special meeting will be coordinated with the topics of the Second Course on International Humanitarian Law, to take place on January 24, 2008.
There are numerous topics on international humanitarian law of importance to the member states, which could be addressed at the special meeting on international humanitarian law.  The topics included the two sections below–one for topics of current development and concern and the other for informational topics–provide general information on several possible areas and issues that states may choose to incorporate into the agenda.  Member states should not feel limited to the topics listed below and are invited to make their own proposals.
I.
Opening Session:
· 9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

-
Roberto Álvarez Gil, Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic

-
John M. Wilson, Office of International Law, Department of International legal Affairs

II.
High-level dialogue:

· 10:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

-
Permanent Representatives to the OAS


In accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2293 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law, the objective of this segment of the high-level dialogue will be to enable permanent representatives to express and share views regarding advances and challenges of international humanitarian law at the regional and universal levels, as a preamble to technical discussions of subsequent segments.

III.
Current IHL topics and development:
· 10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

· Angela Gussing, Head of Operations for Latin America and the Caribbean, ICRC

· Update on Red Cross Red Crescent International Conference:  Outcomes of, and follow-up to the 30th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent (Geneva, November 26-30, 2007), with an emphasis on protected persons (e.g. internally displaced persons, migrants, etc.).
· 11:00 a.m. – 11.30 a.m.
· Liliana López Ortiz, Deputy Director of International Humanitarian Law, Secretariat of Foreign Affairs, Mexico
· Aleardo Ferretti, Principal Delegate for the Armed Forces of the United States and Canada, ICRC
· The use of private security firms in armed conflicts: Dialogue regarding IHL principles applicable to the participation of private security firms in armed conflicts.
· 11:30 a.m. – 12 noon
· Dante Negro, Director, Office of International Law, OAS

· Anton Camen, ICRC Legal Adviser for Latin America and the Caribbean
· National Implementation:  Developments in IHL Treaty Ratification and National Implementation in the Americas, including progress by the States and the preparation of model laws by the Inter-American Juridical Committee, as well as updates from the Second Universal Meeting of IHL Commissions in Geneva in March 2007, the regional IHL conference in Mexico in August 2007, and outcomes of the expert consultations on IHL enforcement.  
· 12 noon – 12:30 p.m.

· Jens-Martin Mehler, Detention Coordinator, Regional Delegation for the United States and Canada, ICRC
· Persons Deprived of their Liberties: ICRC Activities Related to Persons Deprived of Their Liberty, including a discussion on procedural principles and safeguards in administrative detention and internment in armed conflict and other situations of violence.
· 12:30 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.

· Anton Camen, ICRC Legal Adviser for Latin America and the Caribbean
· Cluster Munitions: The need to address the humanitarian consequences of the use of Cluster Munitions and a possible international treaty on the topic; update concerning ongoing discussions at the pertinent forums on Cluster Munitions and the manners in which to address the humanitarian consequences of their use. 

IV.
IHL Informational Topics:
· 1:00 – 1:30 p.m.

· Angela Gussing, Head of Operations for Latin America and the Caribbean, ICRC

· Michel Minnig, Head of Regional Delegation for Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay, ICRC

· Internal Violence: Protection of persons in situations of internal violence that are not armed conflicts.  Presentation on the role and humanitarian concerns in such situations with a particular focus on the effects of "urban violence," drawing upon concrete ICRC field experiences in Latin America and the Caribbean
· 1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

· International Humanitarian Law Commission of Guatemala
· Families of Missing Persons: Needs of families of missing persons, starting with the need to know what happened, effective efforts undertaken in the hemisphere concerning this issue.  This topic would focus on the obligations of States and draw on the experience of the National Commission.
· 2:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

· Angela Gussing, Head of Operations for Latin America and the Caribbean, ICRC

· ICRC Operations in the Americas:  Update on ICRC Operations in Latin America and the Caribbean
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