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-- AGENDA --
I. INAUGURATION:
· Remarks by Ambassador Francisco Villagrán De León, Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS
· Election of the Rapporteur of the Special Meeting
II.
PROTECTION OF PERSONS IN SITUATIONS OF INTERNAL DISTURBANCES AND TENSIONS

This panel will address the role of international humanitarian law (IHL) in situations in which it is difficult to discern the transnational and national aspects of internal disturbances and tensions.  Although international humanitarian law does not specifically apply to internal disturbances and tensions, it is a complex matter that deserves attention given the numerous uincertainties surrounding applicable law and the legal mandates of the police and military authorities that intervene in such cases.

· ______________, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Organization of American States
· Anton Camen, Legal Advisor for Latin American and the Caribbean, Internacional Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Mexico City
· Dialogue with member states
III. MEASURES TO COMBAT AND ERADICATE ILLICIT TRADE IN SMALL ARMS

This panel will address IHL efforts at the national and international level to stem the availability of small arms and their impact on violations of the law in armed conflicts, as well as the obligation to ensure that persons who might use small arms to commit IHL violations do not have access to them.

· Finn Ruda, Deputy Head of Delegation, ICRC, Washington, D.C
· Carmen Rosa De Leon–Escribano, Ejecutive Director, Institute for the Teaching of Sustainable Development, Guatemala. 
· Foldade Mutota, Director, Women's Institute for Alternative Development Port-of-Spain, Trinidad & Tobago 

· Dialogue with member states
IV.
COOPERATION AMONG THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN THE AREA OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW


This panel will address relations and cooperation among the ICRC, the OAS, and the UN with respect to humanitarian diplomacy and the way in which they maintain ties with other organizations involved in humanitarian affairs, promote respect for international humanitarian law, and try to win acceptance of neutral and impartial humanitarian action.

· Cristina Pellandini, Deputy Head of Delegation ICRC, New York, NY
· Yves Petermann, Humanitarian Diplomacy, ICRC, Geneva, Switzerland
· Dialogue with member states
V.
NEW PROTOCOLS TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS ON PROTECTIVE EMBLEMS


This panel will address the outcomes of the Diplomatic Conference to negotiate a third protocol to the Geneva Conventions on a new emblem in addition to those of the Red Cross and Red Crescent.

· Anton Camen, Legal Advisor for Latin American and the Caribbean, ICRC, Mexico City

· Participant from México (Pending Confirmation)

· Participant from Argentina (Pending Confirmation)
· Dialogue with member states
VI.
THE TEACHING OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW


This panel will address the role of the organizations in the teaching of international humanitarian law and efforts to have international humanitarian law included in the curricula of institutes of higher education, especially universities.

· Ximena Medellín, Prefessor, Program on Human Rights, Iberoamerican University, Mexico City

· Jessica Byron, Professor, University of the West Indies, Mona, Jamaica (Pending Confirmation)
· Laura Olson,  Legal Adviser, ICRC Washington DC
· Dialogue with member states
VII.
PROGRESS MADE IN THE RATIFICATION OF, OR ACCESSION TO, INTERNATIONAL TREATIES, AND OTHER MATTERS COVERED BY THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION ON THE PROMOTION OF AND RESPECT FOR INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW



This panel will address the topic of ratification of, or accession to, international humanitarian law treaties, and adaptation of the domestic law of states to such treaties, as well as other important matters referred to in resolution AG/RES. 2127 (XXXV-O/05).

· Anton Camen, Legal Advisor for Latin American and the Caribbean, ICRC, Mexico City

· Oscar López Goldaracena, Advisor, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Uruguay
· Dialogue with member states
VIII.
CLOSING SESSION

· Report of the Rapporteur of the Special Meeting
· Remarks by Ambassador Francisco Villagrán De León, Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS
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