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DRAFT AGENDA
ANNUAL meeting on IMPLEMENTATION OF THE Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families
Date:  December 8, 2006
(Draft agenda prepared by the International Law Office – 
Department of International Legal Affairs)

General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2224 (XXXVI-O/06), “The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families,” requires that the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, pursuant to the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, hold a meeting with the participation of government experts and representatives of the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system, other international organizations, and civil society, for the purpose of sharing best practices and activities carried out last year in support of the Program, as well as new proposals that might be incorporated into the text of the Program.
10:00 a.m.
Opening remarks by Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS, Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
Presentation by the International Law Office on the background to the annual meetings
10:30 a.m.
Panel One - OAS Organs, Agencies, and Entities:
Panel One provides an opportunity for each of the OAS organs, agencies, and entities to provide its annual report on the activities it carried out in compliance with the mandates of the Inter-American Program, to discuss best practices that each can incorporate into its activities and the program to protect the human rights of migrants, and to present new proposals for incorporation into the Program.
1. Participants:
· Office of the Secretary General
· Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
· IACHR Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and their Families
· Inter-American Commission of Women
· Inter-American Children’s Institute
· Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development
· Department of Education, Culture, Science, and Technology
· Department of Social Development and Employment
· Summits Secretariat
· Department for the Promotion of Democracy
· Pan American Health Organization
2. Dialogue with the member states
11:30 a.m.
Panel Two - OAS Member States:
Panel Two provides an opportunity for OAS member states to report on the activities and best practices they have carried out in compliance with the activities recommended by the Inter-American Program and on the specific activities they are planning to carry out over the next 12 months in compliance therewith.
1. Participants:
· Governmental experts from the member states
2. Dialogue among the member states
12:30 p.m.
BREAK
2:30 p.m.
Panel Three – International Organizations:
Panel Three provides an opportunity for international organizations involved in protecting the human rights of migrants to report on the manner in which they have taken into account the recommendations set forth in the Program and to provide recommendations and best practices that can be incorporated into the Program.
1. Participants:
· International Organization for Migration (IOM)
· Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR) and the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants
· Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
· International Labour Organization (ILO)
2. Dialogue with the member states
3:30 p.m.
Panel Four – Intergovernmental Forums:
Panel Four provides an opportunity for intergovernmental forums to share their experiences on the protection of the human rights of migrants and provide their input on recommendations and best practices that can be incorporated into the Program.
1. Participants:
· Regional Conference on Migration
· South American Conference on Migration
· Central-American Commission of Directors of Migration
· MERCOSUR Political Consultation and Coordination Forum
2. Dialogue with the member states
4:30 p.m.
Panel Five - Civil Society Organizations, Experts, and Academics:
Panel Five provides an opportunity for civil society organizations and other participants to report on the manner in which they have taken into account the recommendations set forth in the Program and to provide recommendations and best practices that can be incorporated into the Program.
1. Participants:
· Civil society organizations
· Migrant groups
· Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIHR)
2. Dialogue with the member states
5:30 p.m.
Preliminary Report on the Meeting
Closing remarks by Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS, Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
INTRODUCTORY COURSE ON INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
Date:  January 31, 2007

Washington, D.C. 

(Working document prepared by the International Law Office –
Department of International Legal Affairs)
General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2226 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of International Humanitarian Law,” requires that the OAS Office of International Law, in coordination with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), organize a course on international humanitarian law (IHL) for staff of the permanent missions and the General Secretariat.
The Course on International Humanitarian Law is designed to cover the fundamental basics on the sources, rules, and application of IHL.  Although there are many topics that can be covered in the introductory course, the time allotted requires that the member states select only those of greatest importance as part of the core curriculum for the course.  The following list of topics provides the most important elements based on which member states decide on the scope and content of the topics covered in the course.
1. Introduction to IHL – The course should contain an introductory section to define IHL, including a discussion on the development and purpose of IHL; its position within public international law; the difference between ius in bello and ius ad bellum; the universality of IHL; treaty and customary sources of contemporary IHL; the scope of application of IHL; the definition of armed conflict; problems and consequences of qualification of armed conflicts; parties to an armed conflict; fundamental rules of IHL; compliance mechanisms; comparison of IHL and human rights; comparison of IHL and international refugee law; and the legal personality, function, and role of the ICRC.
This introductory section includes specific discussion of the following topics:
· Geneva Conventions of 1949: (1) Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick Members of Armed Forces in the Field; (2) Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea; (3) Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War; and (4) Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War.
· Geneva Protocols:  Protocol I: Protection of victims of international armed conflicts; Protocol II: Non-international armed conflicts; and Protocol III: Adoption of an additional distinctive emblem.
· Customary International Humanitarian Law – The course should contain a section on the importance of customary (unwritten) international law.  The discussion can focus on how a rule/custom is considered customary if it reflects a country’s practice and if there is a belief among the international community that the practice is obligatory as a matter of law.  
· Distinction between Human Rights Law and Humanitarian Law – While human rights law and humanitarian law deal with distinct issues, the course should include the circumstances in which each applies.  The course discussion can center on how it is widely recognized and accepted that during armed conflict, certain human rights may be restricted during specific circumstances and only to the extent required by the situation; however, the need to protect human rights during an armed conflict is also recognized.  With that in mind, it is important to highlight that during armed conflicts, people under the Geneva Conventions still have their basic human rights protected.  Thus, they cannot be discriminated against because of their race, color, religion, sex, birth, wealth, or other similar criteria.
2. Law of Protected Persons and Objects – Discussion of the kinds of persons who have protected status, including civilians in general and, particularly, internally displaced persons, the wounded, the sick, prisoners of war, medical and religious personnel, relief operations personnel, and civil defense personnel and mediators, among others.  The discussion also encompasses cultural property, military medical facilities, ambulances, civilian property, and other objects that are considered as protected during a time of armed conflict.  The discussion will also consider the need to protect persons deprived of their liberty in relation to an armed conflict, including protection from inhumane treatment, denial of judicial guarantees, and disappearance.
3. Law on the Conduct of Hostilities – Focusing on the conduct of military operations during armed conflict, the law on the conduct of hostilities restricts the choices of methods and means of warfare the parties to an armed conflict are allowed to use.  It includes prohibitions of direct attacks against civilian objects and population; prohibition of indiscriminate attacks; and the obligation to take precautionary measures in order to avoid and lessen the loss of civilians, injuries to civilians, and damage of civilian objects.  The discussion will examine the fundamental obligation to distinguish between military objectives and persons and objects that cannot be attacked; the problem of direct participation of civilians in hostilities; the dilemma of military necessity and civilian losses and damage; precautions in attack; and prohibited weapons and methods of warfare.
4. Tribunals and the International Criminal Court (ICC) – Since punishment and accountability are necessary elements of humanitarian law, the course should incorporate a section on tribunals and the ICC.  The discussion can center on the application of criminal proceedings and punishment of those individuals guilty of committing serious violations of humanitarian law, which may include grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions, violations of the laws and customs of war, and crimes against humanity.  

5. The Implementation of IHL in the Americas, with a Special Focus on the Repression of War Crimes – OAS member states have demonstrated a strong commitment to international humanitarian law, by adopting the different treaties encompassing IHL. Also, the states of the Americas have made a substantial effort to implement the obligations provided for in the treaties they have signed.  However, a closer look into the national implementation of treaties reveals that there still is a significant gap between international requirements and their implementation.  This session will address this gap and focus in particular on national measures conducive to the repression of war crimes.
6. IHL Topics within the OAS System – Like the International Law Office, the OAS has other offices and organs that work in the field of IHL.  This course component would provide a survey of the manner in which IHL relates to each of these offices. 
POSSIBLE TOPICS FOR THE AGENDA OF THE SPECIAL MEETING
ON INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
Date:  February 1, 2007
(Working document prepared by the International Law Office –
Department of International Legal Affairs)
General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2226 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of International Humanitarian Law,” instructs the Permanent Council, with support from the International Law Office of the Department of International Legal Affairs of the General Secretariat, and in cooperation with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), to organize a special meeting on topics of current interest in international humanitarian law.
This special meeting will be coordinated with the topics of the Introductory Course on International Humanitarian Law, to take place on January 31, 2007.
Possible Topics for the Special Meeting on International Humanitarian Law
There are many topics on international humanitarian law of possible importance to the member states, which could be addressed at the special meeting on international humanitarian law.  The list included below provides general information on several possible topics that states may choose to incorporate into the agenda.  Member states should not feel limited to the topics listed below and are invited to make their own proposals.
1. Weapons-related Topics - Weapons-related topics that could be included for discussion are (1) the threat of explosive remnants of war; (2) the effectiveness of the prohibition of biological weapons; (3) mechanisms to determine the legality of new weapons under Article 36 of Additional Protocol I; and (4) the effect of small arms and light weapons in violations of the law during armed conflicts.
2. Customary International Humanitarian Law - The ICRC study on customary international humanitarian law identifies numerous rules that are expected to make a major contribution to the protection of victims of armed conflict, in particular with respect to internal armed conflict where treaty rules are comparatively less developed.  Given the importance of customary law in armed conflict, and the progress achieved in this area through the study, part of the discussion of the special meeting could be dedicated to this topic.
3. Internal Disturbances and Tensions - Popular protests in Latin America and the Caribbean regularly raise sensitive questions about the protection of persons, particularly when force is used by the authorities to maintain or restore public order.  Current strategies for coping with internal disturbances and tensions often neglect the human costs generated by the use of force.  As a result, there is a high probability of suffering physical harm for those who are affected by disturbances or tensions.  This is unlikely to change as long as the consequences of the excessive use of force are not being addressed.  A comprehensive approach to ensuring respect for fundamental human rights, and the dignity and integrity of persons, is needed.  The subject was examined by experts from Latin America and the Caribbean at a meeting held in Lima, Peru, on June 13 and 14, 2005.  The discussions at that meeting produced a number of recommendations for action that could be taken at the national level.  These recommendations will be reviewed and discussed.
4. UN Reform in Humanitarian Operations and the Role of the International Committee of the Red Cross – UN reform seeking coordinated and more effective and reliable responses to people affected by conflict or disaster has implications for states and for humanitarian agencies inside and outside of the UN system. How does UN reform conceive of humanitarian coordination and operations?  What is the role of states and humanitarian agencies in relation to the UN system?  How do the ICRC, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, and the national societies that make up the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement interact with the UN system to achieve the best results for people in need of protection and assistance?
5. Situation of Families of Missing Persons - Current methods of dealing with the issue of people unaccounted for as a result of armed conflict or internal violence, and assistance to families is far from giving the expected results.  What methods could be employed to more effectively prevent disappearance?  How to adequately respond to the needs of families that have lost contact with their loved ones?  What are the best practices to prevent disappearance and to respond more appropriately when people are unaccounted for?
6. IHL Progress Reports by Member States - ICRC reports on progress achieved in treaty participation and implementation by the OAS member states during 2006.
7. Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law and War Crimes - A crucial issue in terms of national implementation concerns the repression of serious violations of international humanitarian law, in particular war crimes.  This is an area where almost all Latin American states are in the process of adjusting their criminal law to treaties related to humanitarian law that contain specific provisions to that effect, including the four Geneva Conventions, Protocol I, and the Rome Statute.  

8. Protection of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) - Internal displacement is frequently the consequence of violations of international humanitarian law during armed conflict.  Wherever IDPs find themselves, they remain, in situations of armed conflict and other situations of violence, first and foremost civilians and, as such, are entitled to every protection afforded that category of individuals under IHL. Once displacement occurs, however, all too often IDPs suffer extreme deprivation and are exposed to danger during flight, while displaced, and even upon return or resettlement.  What are the best ways of preventing displacement and, when it occurs, of protecting and assisting IDPs?
9. Conditions of Detention and Penitentiary Reform - Of the many people affected by armed conflict and other situations of violence every year, it is often those who are deprived of liberty that are at a particular risk of physical or mental abuse, or disappearance, and whose immediate needs such as food, water, and medical care are often not adequately met.  Three requirements(the prohibition of ill-treatment, the provision of satisfactory conditions of detention, and respect for procedural guarantees(serve to ensure that all persons deprived of liberty are treated humanely.  What standards and best practices have developed to meet these three requirements seeking to protect and respect prisoners and detainees?
DRAFT AGENDA

WORKING MEETING ON THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT

Date:  February 2, 2007
(Draft agenda prepared by the International Law Office ( 

Department of International Legal Affairs)

In resolution AG/RES. 2176 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of the International Criminal Court,” the General Assembly requested the Permanent Council to hold a working meeting on appropriate measures that states should take to cooperate with the International Criminal Court in the investigation, prosecution, and punishment of the perpetrators of war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide, and crimes against the administration of justice of the International Criminal Court. Likewise, it decided that the International Criminal Court, international organizations, and nongovernmental organizations would be invited to cooperate and to participate in that working meeting.

10:00 a.m.
Remarks by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS

· Presentation by the International Law Office on the background to the topic

10:30 a.m.
Report on the current activities of the International Criminal Court 

10:50 a.m.
Appropriate measures that states should take to cooperate with the International Criminal Court in the investigation, prosecution, and punishment of the perpetrators of war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide

11:10 a.m.
Appropriate measures to cooperate with the International Criminal Court in relation to crimes against the administration of justice of the International Criminal Court

11:30 a.m.
Dialogue with the delegations

1:00 p.m.
BREAK

3:00 p.m.
Implementation of the Rome Statute and the Agreement on Privileges and Immunities

3:30 p.m.
Measures adopted by OAS member states to adapt or amend their domestic law, as necessary, with a view to the full and effective implementation of the Rome Statute and, as appropriate, to adjust their domestic law to such instruments of international human rights law and international humanitarian law as may be applicable to them

4:00 p.m.
Dialogue with the delegations

5:30 p.m.
Preliminary report on the meeting

Closing remarks by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS

DRAFT AGENDA

SPECIAL MEETING ON THE PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW
CONTAINED IN THE OAS CHARTER

Date: March 15, 2007
(Draft agenda prepared by the International Law Office ( 

Department of International Legal Affairs)
The Special Meeting on the Principles of International Law Contained in the OAS Charter is being held pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2250 (XXXVI-O/06), “Obligation of Member States to Respect the Rules and Principles of International Law Contained in the Charter of the Organization of American States, in order to Preserve and Strengthen Peace in the Hemisphere,” operative paragraph 3 of which reads:

“3.  
To reiterate the mandate assigned to the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to hold a special meeting on the principles of international law contained in the OAS Charter.”

10:00 a.m.
Remarks by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS

· Presentation by the International Law Office on the background to the topic

10:30 a.m.
Presentation by the Chair and other members of the Inter-American Juridical Committee 

11:30 a.m.
Dialogue with the delegations

12:45 p.m.
Preliminary report on the meeting

Closing remarks by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS
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