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The programs receiving assistance from U.S. organizations are geographically widespread and vary in terms of the types of disabilities supported.  These programs reach people all over the globe and with a variety of disabilities. 

U.S. Department of State (DOS)

Various offices within the U.S. Department of State are involved in international disability-related activities.  In 2004, the Secretary of State, in cooperation with the Administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), appointed an Advisory Committee on Persons with Disabilities drawn from the public to provide advice on issues of concern to persons with disabilities in international assistance and foreign policy.  DOS appointed a Disability Coordinator to provide guidance to the Secretary.

DOS’ Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) sponsors and manages a wide range of academic, professional and cultural exchange programs that foster mutual understanding between U.S. citizens and people from other countries, including people with disabilities.  

The Fulbright Academic Exchange Program enables U.S. citizens to study, lecture, conduct research, teach or consult in more than 150 countries and brings foreign citizens to the U.S. to engage in like activities.  A number of grantees with disabilities participate in the program each year, with more than 22 countries sending or receiving disabled students and faculty. 

The Future Leaders Exchange Program brings secondary school students from Eurasia to study for a year in the U.S., including 15 to 20 students with disabilities.  These students receive special orientation programming to assist them in adapting to the U.S. and to their academic environments.  

Through its Citizen Exchange Program, ECA awarded a grant to The International Center’s U.S.-ASEAN Education Forum to develop opportunities for disabled young girls to participate in soccer. 

The National Clearinghouse on Disability and Exchange (NCDE) fosters communication between the disabilities and international exchange communities in the U.S. by providing information, advice and counsel to exchange organizations.  The NCDE recently has increased its efforts to serve disabled people going to or coming from the Muslim world. 

The Department’s Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor (DRL) provides funding that supports the human rights of persons with disabilities.  DRL funds are used to fulfill the Bureau's mandate to monitor and promote human rights and democracy worldwide.  For example, DRL awarded a multi-year grant to IFES to promote the human rights of people with disabilities in the MENA Region in political and electoral arenas, as well as improving the capacity of Disabled Persons Organizations.  See, http://www.state.gov/g/drl/c7607.htm.

U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) 

During the last five years, the Disability Rights Section has met with and provided technical assistance on U.S. disability rights laws to more than 50 foreign government and NGO representatives from over 18 countries. 

U.S. Access Board

The U.S. Access Board, an independent federal agency that develops and maintains design criteria for the built environment, transportation, telecommunications equipment, and electronic and information technology, provides technical assistance and training on accessible design. 

Delegations from other nations periodically consult the Access Board on accessible design in the U.S. and its accessibility guidelines and standards.  Such exchanges minimize the potential for bilateral trade friction and facilitate a better understanding of goals in the ICT sector.  The Board cooperates with the World Bank to heighten awareness and develop guidance on accessibility and disability in its projects.  See, http://www.access-board.gov/news/international.htm. 

U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)

In September 1997, USAID adopted a policy requiring that it not discriminate against persons with disabilities and work to ensure the inclusion of people with disabilities in USAID-funded programs and activities. The policy also calls on USAID missions to collaborate with NGOs to promote equal opportunity for persons with disabilities.  USAID is mandated to use accessibility standards in all construction or reconstruction efforts, as well as to include non-discrimination provisions in all contracts.  In 2005, Congress appropriated $2.5 million for programs and activities to address the needs and to protect the rights of people with disabilities in developing countries and directed USAID to require all grantees to specify how their proposed activities would address the needs of persons with disabilities.   

USAID gave a grant to Mobility International USA (MIUSA) to assist the development community in making its existing programs and institutional structures more inclusive.  See, http://www.usaid.gov/about_usaid/disability/.

U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)

DOL participates in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development’s Employment, Labor and Social Affairs Committee, a major component of the organization concerned with employment, immigration, industrial relations, statistics, women's issues and social policy.  DOL’s Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEP) provides assistance to NGOs and government officials, for example assisting Vietnam and Bangladesh to promote principles and laws that protect the rights of persons with disabilities.  ODEP cooperates with the EU to identify culturally-sensitive and effective employment practices.  DOL works to reduce child labor internationally, especially because such working conditions can make children susceptible to developing disabilities.  

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

Since 1992, HHS has held international conferences to discuss health care of children with special needs.  Countries share ideas on how to develop broad national policies as well as specific, practical local programs. 
The Administration on Developmental Disabilities funds a network of 64 Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Research, Education and Service to conduct research and provide training and technical assistance.  Many collaborate internationally.  See, www.aucd.org. 

U.S. Department of Education (EdD)

The International Rehabilitation Research Information and Exchange (CIRRIE) collects and disseminates information on international rehabilitation research and practices, assists researchers with proposal writing and exchange opportunities and helps service providers regarding the cultural needs of recipient populations. See, http://cirrie.buffalo.edu/. 

The National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR) provides leadership and support for a comprehensive program of research related to the rehabilitation of individuals with disabilities. See, http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/nidrr/index.html.

The Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center (RERC) on Technology Access for Landmine Survivors, located at the Center for International Rehabilitation, strives to improve the quality and availability of amputee and rehabilitation services for landmine survivors by focusing on the development of appropriate technology and mobility aids, and the creation of educational materials.  See, http://www.naric.com/.

The International Disability Educational Alliance Network (IDEAnet) is a global network of individuals and institutions working together on issues of importance to people with disabilities.  The IDEAnet website is serves the Rehabilitation Services and Disability Rights communities and facilitates communication and collaboration with the goal of improving practice in each of these areas. See, donate@ideanet.org.  

WHO Center for Psychiatric Rehabilitation is a World Health Organization Collaborating Center dedicated to improving the lives of persons with psychiatric disabilities and related programs and service systems. See, http://www.bu.edu/cpr/. 

WID Disability World is an online exchange service and webzine created by the World Institute on Disability to share international expertise in research and advocacy on disability issues, in English and Spanish.  See, http://www.disabilityworld.org/.  

The Office of Special Education Programs works cooperatively with the Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development in examining policies and practices of special education internationally and disseminating information to developing nations.  

U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) 

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has frequently made international presentations and visited or hosted representatives from foreign countries, providing information on the history of disability and independent living in the U.S. and the development of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Japan's Barrier Free Access Act of 2001 was modeled largely on the transportation provisions of the ADA based on work with DOT.  FTA has made presentations at the International Conference on Mobility and Transport (TRANSED).  See, http://www.tc.gc.ca/pol/en/transed2007/home.htm.  

Inter-American Foundation (IAF)

IAF provides assistance directly to non-governmental and civil society organizations in Latin America.  See, http://www.iaf.gov/, and http://www.iaf.gov/publications/Fact_Sheets/200371en/Disabledeng.pdf.
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