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Pursuant to Article 6 of the Convention, the states parties undertake to submit a report to the Secretary General of the Organization for transmission to the Committee so that it may be examined and reviewed.  Thereafter, reports shall be submitted every four years.  The reports must contain the following information:
a.
Any measures the member states may have adopted pursuant to the Convention;
b.
Any circumstances or difficulties that may have affected the degree of fulfillment of the obligations arising from the Convention; and
c.
Any progress made by the states parties in eliminating all forms of discrimination against persons with disabilities.


To perform its functions, the Committee adopted the following working procedures. First, it established four working groups to begin analyzing the reports of the states parties prior to the following meeting of the Committee, so that the reports, along with the comments, observations, and recommendations of the states making up the working group, would be known and dealt with at a meeting of the Committee in full.  Furthermore, as not all states parties have submitted their respective reports, the Committee decided to extend the deadline for their presentation.  States parties that have already submitted reports will also be allowed that extra time, should they wish to complete or add information.  Following that deadline, the Office of International Law will be given time to classify and, if necessary, translate and remit those reports to the other members of the working group, who will in turn be given a deadline for any comments, observations, and recommendations they might like to make regarding each of the reports of the other countries in their group. Both the report of each state party and the comments, observations, and recommendations of the states parties in their working group shall be transmitted to all the states parties prior to the following meeting of the Committee.  At that meeting, the states will present their reports, and the Committee will take into accounts the comments, observations, and recommendations made by the working group with a view to preparing its final report, which, pursuant to the Convention, must be submitted to the General Assembly.

At the first meeting of the Committee, the following working groups were established by lot, with due respect for geographic distribution: 

First group: Brazil, Venezuela, Nicaragua, Dominican Republic, and Chile.

Second group: Argentina, Ecuador, Panama, and Mexico.

Third group: Paraguay, Bolivia, Guatemala, and El Salvador.

Fourth group: Uruguay, Peru, Costa Rica, and Colombia.


It was suggested that working group meetings could be organized, with the support of the states interested in holding them, at any time prior to the next meeting of the Committee.
Timetable:

May 31:  deadline for submitting reports to the OAS Office of International Law, for states parties that have not already done so.  The same deadline shall apply to states parties that have already submitted their reports, but would like to expand on the information therein.
July 31:  deadline by which the Office of International Law has to classify, if necessary translate, and transmit the reports of the states parties to the other members of the working group.
October 30:  deadline for the states in the working group to put forward their comments, observations, and recommendations regarding each report of the other countries in their working group and send them to the OAS Office of International Law.
December 15:  deadline by which the Office of International Law has to have classified, if necessary translated, and distributed the comments, observations, and recommendations of the other members of the working group to the State whose report was examined, as well as to the other members of the Committee.

When all that has been done, the Committee would be ready to hold its next meeting. March 2008 has been suggested.  It was also suggested that the meeting would need to last five days.

Finally, it was recommended that, as indicated in the Committee’s Rules of Procedure and in the Guidelines for Preparing Reports, that states parties take into consideration, at all times, civil society organizations representing persons with disabilities.
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