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WORKING METHODOLOGY FOR THE SECOND MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE ERADICATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Proposal from the Committee Presidency 


The presidency honorably presents the following working methodology for the proceedings of the Second Meeting of the Committee. It is, as stated by its name, a proposal, whose main goal is to present suggestions to the plenary with a view to better and more efficiently make use of the time available during the next days.

Meeting Objectives


Having adopted the theme framework established during the morning sessions, the Second meeting of the Committee would is to cater for the execution of the following tasks:

1. The elaboration of the Report of the Committee to be presented to the General Assembly

2. The establishment of a correlation between the committee and the Action Programme for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities.

3.       The revision of the Committee Guidelines:

· Criteria for the composition of the Committee Director Organs

· Criteria regarding the policies for the designation of members.

· Definition of the participation of civil society members within the ambit of the Committee and their contribution to the reports to be written.

4. The establishment of parameters to measure the progress achieved within the member States as to what regards compliance with the Convention's rulings.

5. The financing of the activities of the Committee as well as that of the participation of the representatives in the Committee.

Proposal for Methodology


a. 
Sessions of the working groups


It is suggested that two sessions take place to allow the assessment of each of the working groups currently constituted (namely on Monday afternoon and Tuesday morning). These working groups are to report, on a per-country basis, on the components of the Final Report to be mentioned below.


It is likewise expected of the Committee to be able to analyze two countries every half-day, except for the working group that comprises 5 countries, which would require more time. It is proposed that the per-country report does not exceed 3 pages each. Without prejudice to the aforementioned regulations, each working group can advance in the elaboration of its conclusions, observations and suggestions.


In accordance with Article 9 of the Committee Guidelines, the sessions of the working groups are to be held in private, exception made if agreements are sealed to the contrary.


Accordingly, Article 3 of the guidelines, in its paragraph “f”, establishes that the working groups shall not have among their members a citizen of the Member State whose report is to be examined. 

· Content of the Report


In accordance with Article VI, paragraph 5 of the Convention, the report shall include the following elements:

1. Information regarding the measures taken by the Member States to achieve compliance with the Convention.

2. The progress achieved by the Member States in the eradication of all forms of discrimination against persons with disabilities.

3. The special circumstances and difficulties that the Member States have faced in implementing the rulings of the Convention.

4. General conclusions, observations and suggestions of the Committee for progressive and gradual compliance with the rulings of the Convention.

5. The debate that took place within the Committee.


b. 
Plenary sessions


Over the course of the meeting, seven plenary sessions will take place besides the closing session. On the afternoon of Tuesday July 29th the plenary sessions will be resumed. At the aforementioned occasion the following themes are proposed to be dealt with:


The establishment of a correlation between the Committee and the Convention on the Rights of the Persons with Disabilities adopted within the ambit of the United Nations.


The establishment of correlation between the Committee and the Program of Action for the 
Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities.


Revision of the Committee Guidelines:

· Criteria for the election of the authorities of the Committee

· Criteria regarding the policies for member designation.

· Definition of the participation of civil society members within the ambit of the Committee and their contribution to the reports to be written.


On the morning of Wednesday July 30th the third plenary session is to take place, on which we suggest the following themes are dealt with:


Establishment of parameters for assessment of the advances the member States have achieved as to what regards compliance with the rulings of the Convention.


Financing of the activities of the Committee, as well as that of the participation of the representatives in the Committee.


To deal with the themes proposed for the second and third plenary session, two informal working groups were constituted, which are to assemble on Wednesday July 30th from 9 a.m. To 11 a.m. 


On the afternoon session of Wednesday July 30th, the Committee will hold dialog with civil society organizations.


The two plenary sessions scheduled to take place on Thursday July 31st will be dedicated to a debate involving the entire Committee, with a view to elaborating the final draft of the section 'd' of the Final Report. For such end the Secretariat will consolidate the results from the working groups into a single document, which will be made available to the members of the Commitment on Wednesday night, in the form of a Draft of Final Report.


During the seventh plenary session, to take place on the morning of Friday August 1st, the draft of the Final Report to be presented to the General Assembly will be submitted to the Committee for approval, should it not be finished on the previous day. There will also be additional time for the discussion of other matters of relevance. The closing session is expected to take place at midday on Friday August 1st. 
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