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COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GENERAL
SECRETARIAT OF THI ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
AND THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

THE PARTIES TO TIHIS AGREEMENT: the General Secretariat of the
Orpanization ol American Stutes (hereinaflter referred to as GS/OAS), represented
Ly ity Secretary Gclncrul, Mr. César Gaviria, and the International Cominittee of
the Red Cross (hereinafter referred 1o as ICRC), represented by its President, Mr.

Cornelio Sommarga,

Bearing i mind that the Organization of American States (OAS) proclaims the
fuielanwental rights of the individoul and encourages the promotion of those rights;
Considering that the [CRC 15 the promoter and guardian of international

Liternunilprian law; |

Recalling that the General Assenbly, supreme organ of (e OAS, adopted at s
twenly-fourthe repular session, held o Belémy do Pard, Brazil, io 1994, a

resolution entitled "Respect for fternational Tlumanitarian Law," which, infer
alfa, recommends that the OAS Secretary General continug 1o cooperate with the
TCRC in disseaninating internalionad busnaniturian law and the work of the ICRC

amoeng member stales of the OAS;
. ' fl

[
Moting that the Geueral Assembly, at s twenty -{1fth regular session, held in
Montouts, Huai, o 1993, adopted another resolution endtled  "Respect for
Interaational Humanitarnn Liw, ™ whereby it recalled the activities carried out by
the HCRC, espearally i Uts capacuy as a specificalty neutral and independent

organizatlon awd interimediary;

Considering that one of the functions of the (G5/0AS 15 to establish cooperative
relations, o accordance with decisions reached by the General Assembly or the
Councils, with the Specialized Organizations, and ather national and internationat

urgdiizalions,



HAVLE AGRELD AS FOLLOWS:

ARTICLE T
Cooperation

The GS/OAS and the KRC will cooperate in matters of Commgn interest
fo the Americas. Couperation shall taks place especially in the following areas:

i Promation amd disseminalion of international humanitarian law;
ik, Measures (o improve respect for international humanitarian law;
1t Messures for the application of international humanitarian law;
iv. Meastres in support of JCRC's humanitarian action, and

V. Tomt spensorship of conferences, seminars, and other meetings on

tpies of comumen nterest.

For parpueses of such covperadon, the Parties will carry out joint projects,
for which they shall conclude supplementary aprecments or memoranda of

understand:ng in aceerdance with the puidelines established tn this Apreement.

Auy financiad obligations ncurred by the Parties as a resuft of this
Cooperation Agreement o supplementary  agreements of  memaoranda of
understanding that nay he sipmed shall be subject o the decisions ol their
povertsing bikles, the :lvalrilill)i}ily of funds, and 1o the standards, rules, and

regulations relating o budgerary and financial matlers,

ARTICTI T

Reciprogal Cong

Thie Parties will consult with cacli oter on a wegular basis concerning theic
plans of action and other matters that may be of muoilual interest in order (o

accomplish their obdectives and courdinate their respective gctivities,
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ARTICLL I1I
anez of Information and Documents
The Parties will exchange, on a regular basis, infonnation and doconents

On matiers of common interest.

The Purties, shall not be obilgated o provide each other with any
nfonmation whicly,- in ther view, je{)p:.{rtli:{cs the trust of any of their imembers
or of any entity or person from which or from whom that intormation may have
been received. Tnothit regard, ey recognize that cerin restrictions will need

to be applied in order w maintain te confidentiality of rhe information,

ARTICLI IV
Reciprocal Invitations

Both Parties may invite each other 1o participate al conferences or
meetings held by the various organs of the ather, inaccordance with their existing

rubes and when such meetings wddress matters of conunon interest,

ARTICLE ¥V

Scettlement of Disputes

Il

Any dispute that aises with repgard to the interpretation or inplementation
of s Agicement shall be setled through direct negotiation between the Parties,
Shonld dhe Pactes fadl o reach o setllement that is satistactory o both, they shall

submit their differences © o wtually agreed arbitration procedure,

This stall not signify o waiver by the GS/OAS and the ICRC of  their

privileges and inununilies under any agreements that are pertinent.
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AT W

Areidrents s Ageeciient ey wnly be nuade by outual consent in

witting  The mstvmens recording the awendinents shall be appended o this

Apreenenl and become part of

This Agreenent shals enter falo furce upon signature by both Parties.
However, the Parties may decounce 1 by wnitien notice 6 the contraty at least

(3] heee manths prior to the date wn wlach they wish o lerminate it

INCWIEINIESS WIHEREGE the duly acoredited representatives of the

Purties stpu this Cosperation Agreenent i lwo wiigivals un Enghsh, bolh versions

being equadly suthentic, nhe cily of Washingon, 120 oo May G . 1996,

For thie hternstional Cammitiee

For the General Seoretaring of
al the Rad Cross

the (Al

- - 1
. s ! e
o v i )
IR P : - st
e 4 e / / LA

o= Conelio Sumisinug e /o Césir Guvir

resilent Secrelry General




