AG/RES. 2420 (XXXVIII-O/08)
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE 
OPERATIONS OF THE OLIVER JACKMAN FUND 
TO FINANCE THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 3, 2008)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:


Resolution AG/RES. 2329 (XXXVII-O/07), “Establishment of the Oliver Jackman Voluntary Capital Fund to Finance the Inter-American Human Rights System”;


Resolution CP/RES. 924 (1623/07), “Regulations for the Operations of the Oliver Jackman Voluntary Capital Fund to Finance the Inter-American Human Rights System”;


Resolutions AG/RES. 2075 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2220 (XXXVI-O/06), “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Mandates Arising from the Fourth Summit of the Americas”; and


Resolutions AG/RES. 2128 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2227 (XXXVI-O/06), and AG/RES. 2290 (XXXVII-O/07), “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights,” and AG/RES. 1918 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 2223 (XXXVI-O/06), and  AG/RES. 2292 (XXXVII-O/07), “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights”;


BEARING IN MIND that the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that the member states reaffirm their intention to strengthen the inter-American system for the protection of human rights for the consolidation of democracy in the Hemisphere;


RECALLING that, at the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, in 2001, the Heads of State and Government of the Hemisphere mandated the General Assembly at its thirty-first regular session “to consider an adequate increase in resources for the activities of the Commission and the Court in order to improve human rights mechanisms and to promote the observance of the recommendations of the Commission and compliance with the judgments of the Court”; and pledged to continue promoting concrete measures to strengthen and improve the inter-American human rights system, in particular the functioning of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), focusing, inter alia, on substantially increasing the resources allocated to maintain ongoing operations, including the encouragement of voluntary contributions, and on examining the possibility that the Court and the IACHR will function permanently; and
CONSIDERING:


That the inter-American human rights system has been recognized universally for its work to develop jurisprudence for the protection of human rights, for its efficacy in promoting and protecting human rights in the Hemisphere, and for its contribution to strengthening national human rights systems and the rule of law;


That the system’s achievements in the promotion of human rights have prompted a significant increase in users and that, therefore, its ability to respond can be jeopardized if its funding is not adjusted to its needs;


That in the search for substantive solutions to ensure the proper functioning and sustainability of the system, the Oliver Jackman voluntary capital specific fund was established for the purpose of financing, with the income produced by capital contributions, the operations of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights; and


That it is necessary to explore alternatives for the Fund’s operations, thereby ensuring its viability and effectiveness, 

RESOLVES: 

1. To recognize the efforts of the Secretary General to raise specific funds to strengthen the human rights system.

2. To urge the member states to make voluntary contributions to enable the Oliver Jackman Fund to begin to operate, as a sign of their commitment to democracy, development, and human rights in the Hemisphere.

3. To instruct the Secretary General, as part of his efforts to raise external resources to launch, prior to December 2008, through the Secretariat for External Relations, a specific fundraising campaign to strengthen the Oliver Jackman Fund.

