AG/RES. 2390 (XXXVIII-O/08)
STRENGTHENING PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT:  POLICY DIALOGUE, TECHNICAL COOPERATION, STRUCTURE, AND MECHANISMS

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 3, 2008)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 192 (XI-O/07), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 193 (XII-O/07), “Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 194 (XII-O/07), “Strengthening Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development”; and CIDI/RES. 213 (XIII-O/08), “Strengthening Partnership for Development:  Policy Dialogue, Technical Cooperation, Structure, and Mechanisms”; and

Resolutions AG/RES. 2303 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development”; AG/RES. 2304 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development”; and AG/RES. 2305 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development”;

REAFFIRMING the content of each of the preambular and operative paragraphs of the resolutions mentioned in the preceding paragraph;

REITERATING the importance of strengthening the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and its organs, as well as mechanisms for policy dialogue and technical cooperation, with the purpose of improving its work;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

The important mandates of CIDI and those emanating from the sectoral meetings of ministers and high-level authorities in the economic, social, educational, cultural, labor, tourism, sustainable development, and scientific and technological areas, as well as the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009; and

The importance for member states to engage in substantive policy dialogue at CIDI meetings on topics of common interest, making it possible to achieve progress in the formulation of policies, the definition of priorities, and the development of specific actions aimed at promoting integral development in the Hemisphere;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO:

That a process of reflection and consultation is under way within the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on policy dialogue mechanisms within CIDI and the present structure of partnership for development, exploring diverse options for strengthening it; and

That, in its 2007-2008 Work Plan, CEPCIDI decided to give priority to this process of reflection and consultation and that, in this regard, a day of reflection was convened, for February 4, 2008, in order to learn about the scope of the work of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), exchange views on the direction integral development should take within CIDI/OAS, and determine how to move forward jointly and in a coordinated manner to invigorate existing mechanisms and make them more efficient, effective, and transparent;

RECALLING:

That CEPCIDI, on the basis of the many valuable contributions received from the member states on the focus and priorities of the role and mandates of CIDI, decided to form and install a working group with the mandate of “considering the various options for strengthening CIDI and its organs and improving their functioning”;

That, at the Thirteenth Regular Meeting of CIDI, held on May 14 and 15, 2008, at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., a joint dialogue was held for the first time with the officers of the inter-American committees and of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, for the purpose of better coordinating their work and of learning first-hand about their activities and achievements and the challenges they face in implementing their mandates; and

That, according to the mandate issued in resolution AG/RES. 2304 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development,” the Government of Mexico offered to host the special technical meeting in which national cooperation authorities and experts would participate to consider the possibility of implementing cooperation mechanisms and modalities that make the most efficient use of the capacities of the OAS as a multilateral organization and of the capacities of all member states, through cooperation among states at different levels of development in projects of particular benefit to the relatively less developed countries; and 

CONSIDERING that the report of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) indicates that some mandates remain pending, which fully justifies their being reiterated and renewed, in the interest of strengthening inter-American cooperation for integral development,

RESOLVES:

1. To reiterate and renew the contents and pending mandates of resolutions AG/RES. 2303 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development”; AG/RES. 2304 (XII-O/07), “Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development”; and AG/RES. 2305 (XII-O/07), “Strengthening Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development.”

2. To recognize the work of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) in the process of reflection and consultation on mechanisms for policy dialogue within the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and the present structure of partnership for development, and in particular the establishment of the CEPCIDI working group with the mandate of “considering the various options for strengthening CIDI and its organs and improving their functioning.”

3. To accept with gratitude the offer by the Government of Mexico to host the special technical meeting on September 23 and 24, 2008, with the participation of national cooperation authorities and experts,  pursuant to the mandate issued in resolution AG/RES. 2304 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development.”

4. To request that, when CEPCIDI considers possible courses of action to strengthen CIDI, its organs, and mechanisms for policy dialogue and technical cooperation, should it find it necessary to amend the provisions of the statutes of CIDI, CEPCIDI, the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI), and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) or their supplementary provisions, it propose those amendments and approve them ad referendum of CIDI and the General Assembly, as appropriate.

5. To recommend to the appropriate political bodies of the Organization of American States (OAS) that, in fulfillment of the mandates contained in the aforementioned resolutions, they adhere to the established timeframes and deadlines; and to instruct the General Secretariat to do likewise.

6. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to support the work that CEPCIDI will carry out through its working group, and to continue supporting the efforts of the member states to meet the commitments set forth in the resolutions referred to in operative paragraph 1.

7. To request CIDI to follow up on the work of the working group of CEPCIDI and, on the basis of its reports, to present to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session recommendations for consolidating CIDI and its organs.

8. To request CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session on the actions taken in pursuit of the renewed mandates and on the outcome achieved.

9. To request that CIDI, with the support of the General Secretariat, report to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
