AG/RES. 2389 (XXXVIII-O/08)
ERADICATION OF HUNGER:  2008 - INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE POTATO
(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 3, 2008)
THE general assembly,


HAVING SEEN resolution CIDI/RES. 212 (XIII-O/08), “Eradication of Hunger: International Year of the Potato”;

CONSIDERING:

That the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes as one of the Organization’s essential purposes the eradication of extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere; and that the member states have agreed, among other basic aims, to devote their utmost efforts to achieving adequate nutrition, especially through the acceleration of national efforts to increase the production and availability of food; and

That the United Nations General Assembly, by its resolution 60/191 (68th plenary meeting, December 22, 2005), declared 2008 as the “International Year of the Potato,” taking into consideration that potato is a staple food in the diet of the world population and affirming the need to focus world attention on the role that the potato can play in providing food security and eradicating poverty, in support of achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

CONSIDERING ALSO:

That, in the Declaration of Mar del Plata of the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Argentina, 2005), the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their “commitment to fight poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion in order to raise the standard of living of our peoples and strengthen democratic governance in the Americas”; and

That the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas (Mexico, 2004) recognizes that overcoming poverty, hunger, and social inequality are major challenges facing many countries of the Hemisphere in the 21st first century; 

RECALLING that the potato originated in the environs of Lake Titicaca, and that from there its cultivation spread to all the Andean countries, where it was deemed the “people’s food” and played a central role in the Andean world view; and

BEARING IN MIND:

That at the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, held on Isla Margarita, Venezuela, from October 8 to 10, 2003, which adopted the Declaration of Margarita (RANPEIS/DEC. 1/03), the authorities of the OAS member states with responsibility for social development policies and programs expressed their commitment to seeing that the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), as the hemispheric political forum for dialogue in combating poverty, contributes to the follow-up, evaluation, and monitoring of the eight development goals established in the United Nations Millennium Declaration;

Resolution AG/RES. 2332 (XXXVII-O/07), “The Importance of Nutrition for Achieving Healthier Populations and Integral Development,” which reaffirmed the will of the member states to strengthen cooperation in the struggle against chronic, emerging, and re-emerging diseases and to strengthen, within national health systems, primary health-care actions as a step to prevent diseases, their causes–such as malnutrition–and their consequences, and to reduce morbidity; and urged them to join forces to reduce rates of malnutrition and poor nutrition due to deficit or excess intake of food; and 

Resolution AG/RES. 2346 (XXXVII-O/07), “Support for Efforts to Eradicate Child Nutrition in the Americas,” which urged the member states “to give top priority in their poverty reduction strategies to eradication of child malnutrition in the Hemisphere” and urged the region to promote horizontal cooperation in the region and to strengthen national bodies dedicated to coordinating efforts to combat child malnutrition,

RESOLVES:

1. To welcome with satisfaction the declaration of 2008 as the “International Year of the Potato.”

2. To request the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system to contribute, within their areas of competence, to the efforts of the member states to reduce rates of malnutrition in the Hemisphere by providing support for food crops, inter alia, the potato.

3.
To request that the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), with the support of the General Secretariat, report to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

