AG/RES. 2370 (XXXVIII-O/08)
FUTURE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN INDIAN INSTITUTE

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 3, 2008)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 1718 (XXX-O/00), “Reform of the Inter-American Indian Institute”; AG/RES. 1933 (XXXIII-O/03) and AG/RES. 2046 (XXXIV-O/04), “Support for the Restructuring of the Inter-American Indian Institute”; and AG/RES. 2131 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2284 (XXXVII-O/07), “Situation of the Inter-American Indian Institute”;


RECOGNIZING that the Inter-American Indian Institute (III) was established in 1940, with the signing of the First International Convention of Pátzcuaro, for the main purpose of fostering collaboration in the coordination of indigenous policies of the member states; requesting, compiling, organizing, and distributing scientific research, legislation, historical archives, and other documents related to the indigenous peoples of the Americas; and carrying out publication and dissemination activities to bring about an increased awareness of indigenous peoples;


RECOGNIZING ALSO that in 1953, the Institute became an inter-American specialized organization of the Organization of American States (OAS), whose status was the subject of the Agreement between the Organization and the Institute dated October 28, 1985;


RECOGNIZING FURTHER the important historical contribution of the III as an institution that promotes indigenous policies in member states and fosters research and the training of individuals dedicated to the development of indigenous communities, and that it contributed to the development of national authorities tasked with addressing the needs of indigenous peoples in the member states;

NOTING the valuable bibliographic, historical, newspaper, and visual archives of the III and the essential need to salvage them and give them wider dissemination; 

CONCERNED over the difficult financial situation that the III has endured for a considerable period of time, which significantly hampers its capacity to carry out the plans and achieve the objectives that led to its establishment;

RECOGNIZING that the member states have determined that analysis of the future of the Institute cannot be postponed; and 

BEARING IN MIND the need to continue reaffirming and broadening the commitment of states to promote the integral development of indigenous peoples, 

RESOLVES:

1.
To recognize the important historical contribution made by the Inter-American Indian Institute (III) as a key factor in promoting the development of national and international policies for recognizing, renewing appreciation for, and giving consideration to the indigenous peoples in the Americas, as well as the value of its historical and documentary heritage.

2.
To acknowledge that the Inter-American Indian Institute, at the time, in encouraging a closer relationship of state agencies and academia with the cultural, economic, and social reality of indigenous peoples, helped motivate the direct participation of those peoples in the formulation, implementation, and evaluation of policies directed towards their full development.

3. To make the following recommendations on the future of the Institute:

a. That, acknowledging the financial difficulties faced by the Inter-American Indian Institute, the Executive Committee of the Inter-American Indian Institute evaluate whether it is appropriate to close the Institute, taking into consideration the following:

i. Denunciation of the Pátzcuaro Convention by all states still party to that international instrument; or

ii. A decision by the Executive Committee of the Institute to close it; 

b. In the event that a decision is made to close the III, that the costs thereof be addressed;

c. That necessary measures be taken to salvage, maintain, and disseminate the bibliographic, historical, newspaper, and visual archives of the III so that they may be as widely accessible as possible and thus serve as input for research related to indigenous peoples;

d. That the proposal of the National Autonomous University of Mexico be accepted, considering that it would make it possible to meet the objectives recommended in the preceding paragraph;

e. That any initiatives respect the multinational nature of the heritage of the III;

f. That loaning the archives be considered a possibility, or that donating them be considered if it is acceptable to all states;

g. In the event that the responsible institution decides to stop maintaining the collections, that any future determination be made collectively by the states parties to the Pátzcuaro Convention, if is still in force, or, if it is not, by the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS);

h. That measures be taken aimed at disseminating the archives to all the countries in the region and, to that end, that consideration be given to entering into agreements with other libraries to allow access to the digital archives, especially an agreement with the OAS Columbus Memorial Library. 


4.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the Inter-American Indian Institute on these recommendations.
