AG/RES. 2361 (XXXVIII-O/08)
SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERICAN DECLARATION
OF THE RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF MAN
(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 3, 2008)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
CONSIDERING that the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) proclaims fundamental human rights as one of the principles of the Organization; 

RECALLING that the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man was adopted at the Ninth International Conference of American States (Bogotá, 1948);
UNDERSCORING that the 60th anniversary of the American Declaration falls in 2008;
BEARING IN MIND that the American Declaration was the first international instrument to enumerate basic human rights and recognized that the international protection of those rights should be the principal guide of an evolving American law; and
AWARE that both the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights have recognized that the American Declaration is a source of international obligations for the OAS member states,
RESOLVES:
1. To reaffirm the importance of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man as one of the fundamental instruments of the inter-American human rights system.
2. To urge all member states to continue to ensure its effective implementation and to step up activities geared toward its promotion.
3. To invite governments, the General Secretariat, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, and the other pertinent organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization of American States, in accordance with their respective mandates, as well as civil society organizations, to disseminate the Declaration widely, along with other inter-American and international human rights instruments.
4. To hold a special meeting of the Permanent Council to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man.
5. To encourage states and civil society organizations to organize national and regional activities in commemoration of the 60th anniversary of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and to report thereon to the General Secretariat.
6. To invite the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session on the programs and activities carried out to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man.
7. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

