AG/DEC. 59 (XXXVIII-O/08)
RECOGNITION OF THE NATIONAL SYSTEM OF VENEZUELAN YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S ORCHESTRAS AND PROMOTION OF CULTURAL INITIATIVES FOR YOUTH

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 3, 2008)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the value of cultural training for children and youth, including music and the plastic arts, as tools for the development of their personalities and for social inclusion;

CONSIDERING:


That the State Foundation for the National System of Venezuelan Youth and Children’s Orchestras is a cultural institution of the Government of Venezuela, dedicated to the pedagogical, occupational, and ethical well-being of children and youth, through the teaching and collective practice of music to the highest standards, and to the prevention, training, and rehabilitation of groups that are especially vulnerable because of their age and socioeconomic circumstances;


That the National System of Venezuelan Youth and Children’s Orchestras constitutes a novel and pioneering initiative that has so far provided musical education to more than one million children and young people, nationally and internationally. It has become a social inclusion and social development project that is very well known both within and outside Venezuela;


That the activities of the system of orchestras interacts with the community through cooperation and the exchange and cultivation of pivotal values that help transform children, youth, and the family environment;


That the State Foundation for the National System of Venezuelan Youth and Children’s Orchestras enjoyed the support–in the 1990s and for several consecutive years–of the Organization of American States (OAS), through the Inter-American Culture Program, which included a financial contribution toward the consolidation of the youth and children’s orchestras program in several countries in the Hemisphere; and


That the State Foundation for the National System of Venezuelan Youth and Children’s Orchestras has received support from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to build the Latin American Social Action Center for Music; and

RECOGNIZING:


That the State Foundation for the National System of Venezuelan Youth and Children’s Orchestras received the 1993/1994 UNESCO International Music Prize;


That Dr. José Antonio Abreu, founder of the National System of Venezuelan Youth and Children’s Orchestras, received, in recognition for his work and dedication to youth and children, the 1995 “Gabriela Mistral” Inter-American Prize for Culture, awarded by the OAS, the 2001 Right Livelihood Award, and the 2005 UNICEF Prize; and


That the National System of Venezuelan Youth and Children’s Orchestras received the 2008 Prince of Asturias Award for the Arts, “for having combined, within a single project, the highest artistic quality and a profound ethical conviction applied for the improvement of our social reality,”
DECLARES:

1.
Its recognition of the excellent work and successful experience of the National System of Venezuelan Youth and Children’s Orchestras at both the national and the international level, as well as of similar efforts by youth and children’s orchestras in numerous countries of the Hemisphere.

2.
Its decision to promote the development of similar initiatives in the different countries of the Hemisphere, as a contribution to the personal–intellectual, spiritual, cultural, social, and professional – development of children and youth in our Hemisphere, driven by the desire to achieve highest standards.

3.
Its decision to recommend to the Permanent Council and to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) that they convene a joint special meeting in recognition of the National System of Venezuelan Youth and Children’s Orchestras, within the resources available in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 

4.
The need to continue supporting and strengthening initiatives in the arts and culture aimed at the social inclusion and development of the children and youth of our countries.

