AG/RES. 2495 (XXXIX-O/09)


CELEBRATING FIFTY YEARS OF SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS: 
REAFFIRMING SUPPORT FOR THE OAS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
AND INSTITUTIONAL COOPERATION IN HIGHER EDUCATION

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 4, 2009)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

REAFFIRMING that Article 49.c of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS), adopted in 1948, establishes that “[h]igher education shall be available to all, provided that, in order to maintain its high level, the corresponding regulatory or academic standards are met,” and that, in 1957, the Report of the Inter-American Committee of Presidential Representatives to the Heads of State of the American Republics recommended the establishment of the “Scholarship Program of the Organization of American States”; 

RECALLING that the establishment of the Scholarship Program by the OAS Council in 1958 promoted cooperation among the states of the Americas in exchanging knowledge and experience to further develop the Hemisphere’s human and physical resources, strengthening ties among people in the Americas by awarding scholarships and affording other opportunities to students. This decision has led to the regular provision over 50 years of invaluable and prestigious scholarships as well as related services;

CONSIDERING that, in line with these decisions and subsequent resolutions and mandates of the political bodies of the OAS, Executive Order 08-01 Rev. 2, “Structure of the General Secretariat,” reaffirms that the OAS Scholarship Program remains an essential function of the Department of Human Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development.  At the same time it promotes the formation of “strategic alliances for the awarding of scholarships and the expansion and diversification of scholarship services in the member states”; the planning and promotion of “new approaches concerning scholarships and human resource development”; and the “development of technical capabilities in the member states by way of scholarship and training programs, academic exchange, and other means of increasing access to higher education and professional training,” through the use of innovative information and communication technologies;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Manual of Procedures for the Scholarship and Training Programs of the Organization of American States, on which consensus was reached within the OAS; and
TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that the Latin American and Caribbean Area for Higher Education (ENLACES)
/ was established in 2008 to ensure Latin American and Caribbean cooperation and academic integration, and that at the conclusion of the ENLACES conference convened in the Office of the Secretary of State for Higher Education, Science, and Technology of the Dominican Republic on March 9 and 10, 2009, that hemispheric organization adopted the Declaration of Santo Domingo, which calls upon “the Organization of American States (OAS) and International Financial Organizations to reinforce programs and action related to Higher Education, Science and Technology in Latin America and the Caribbean,”

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the contribution of the scholarship programs of the Organization of American States (OAS) to the training of leaders, academics, researchers, and professionals in the Hemisphere working in the public and private sectors.

2. To hold a special joint meeting of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development and the Permanent Council in the first quarter of 2010 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the OAS scholarship program.

3. To continue to support the OAS scholarship program through the Department of Human Development.

4. To reaffirm its support for the OAS scholarship program in the area of higher education.

5. To request the Secretary General to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

6. To request the Secretary General to distribute this resolution to the pertinent regional and international organizations.

�.	A description of ENLACES may be found in the first section of the Declaration of Santo Domingo.





