AG/RES. 2491 (XXXIX-O/09)


HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION IN PLANNING FOR AND RESPONDING TO COMMUNICABLE DISEASES, INCLUDING INFLUENZA A (H1N1)

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 4, 2009)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING that the Charter of the Organization of American States embodies, inter alia, the principles of solidarity and cooperation in relations among its member states;

RECOGNIZING WITH CONCERN that the influenza A (H1N1) virus epidemic poses a global challenge, with repercussions in the health, economic, commercial, and social spheres and on the enjoyment of human rights;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that various countries of the region have been affected by the influenza A (H1N1) virus epidemic;


CONVINCED that international collaboration in a spirit of solidarity and coordination is the most effective means of dealing with communicable diseases, including influenza A (H1N1); 

REAFFIRMING that states have the obligation to protect all human rights and fundamental freedoms of all persons, and that everyone has the right to preservation of his or her health to the extent permitted by public and community resources;  

CONVINCED of the need to redouble preventive efforts to combat the spread of the epidemic in the region and the world, by following, as and when needed and without discrimination, the recommendations of the World Health Organization (WHO), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), and other pertinent international organizations, such as the International Civil Aviation Organization and the World Tourism Organization;

RECOGNIZING the efforts made by affected states to mitigate the epidemic and prevent its spread, as well as the support received from the WHO and PAHO; and

DETERMINED to strengthen cooperation and hemispheric solidarity in this regard,

RESOLVES:

1. To urge the member states to adopt the necessary measures at all levels to comply with the provisions laid down by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), contained in the International Health Regulations and other norms agreed to regarding actions to plan for and respond to a pandemic influenza, in order to prevent the spread of the influenza A (H1N1) virus.

2. To urge the states to ensure that any measures taken are based on available scientific evidence and are aimed at avoiding the spread of the virus, and that they are implemented with strict respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

3. To express its solidarity with the states affected by the influenza A (H1N1) virus epidemic and its condolences for the loss of lives from this disease.

4. To express its appreciation to the Government of Mexico for the responsible, transparent, and timely manner in which it transmitted, from the early stages, information to the international community about the outbreak of this epidemic.  This made it possible to have valuable information for decision-making by specialized organizations and by states in which cases of this type of influenza were reported.

5. To strengthen channels for cooperation, coordination, and information at the hemispheric level, in order to improve early warning systems for the surveillance and control of communicable diseases, including influenza A (H1N1).
6. To urge the states to redouble their efforts to make their populations more aware of the preventive and hygiene measures they should take, and to provide information on the risks of communicable diseases, including influenza A (H1N1), in a transparent and timely fashion.

7. To urge the states to promote research and technological development to prevent and mitigate cases of communicable diseases, including influenza A (H1N1).

8. To support the work of the WHO and PAHO in this regard and to encourage them to pursue efforts to ensure that the international community has an influenza A (H1N1) vaccine as soon as possible.

9. To request the WHO and PAHO to continue studying the evolution of the epidemic and the risk of an influenza A (H1N1) virus pandemic and to keep the international community informed thereof.

10. To invite PAHO to present periodic reports to the Permanent Council; and to invite the Permanent Council, in turn, to report to the General Assembly of the Organization at its fortieth regular session, in 2010, on the evolution of the influenza A (H1N1) epidemic and on measures taken by the member states.

