AG/RES. 2478 (XXXIX-O/09)


SIXTH MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION 
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 4, 2009)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 209 (XIII-O/08) and AG/RES. 2386 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Report of the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI”; and CIDI/RES. 222 (XIV-O/09), “Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI”; and

Resolutions CEPCIDI/RES. 150 (CXLVI-O/08) and CEPCIDI/RES. 154 (CL-O/09), convening the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI;

CONSIDERING:

That, at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, the Heads of State and Government recognized the importance of access to education as a core component of the fight against poverty and inequality in our countries and committed to improving both access to and the quality of basic education, recognizing that providing educational opportunities is an investment in the future of the peoples of the Americas; and

That, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their commitment to achieving a gross secondary education enrollment rate of at least 75 percent by the year 2010 and called on the Ministers of Education, with the support of the Organization of American States, specialized international and regional institutions, and civil society organizations, to develop strategies to make quality secondary education accessible to all our young people by 2015, especially the most vulnerable groups and those with special education needs.  These strategies should be based on the principles of equity, quality, relevance, and efficiency in education, taking into account the gender perspective and student diversity, and should also encourage innovation and creativity;
/ and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT: 

That it is incumbent on the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), in the framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009, to foster dialogue to promote the development of education as one of its priority areas;

That, as part of the follow-up process for the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI and in preparation for the sixth ministerial meeting, the Tenth Meeting of the Authorities and Executive Committee of the Inter-American Committee on Education was held in Washington, D.C., on February 26 and 27, 2009; 

That at that meeting the delegation of Ecuador proposed “Better opportunities for the youth of the Americas:  Rethinking secondary education” as the theme for the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI, and that the topic will be referred to all the member states for consideration; and

That the member states have undertaken, with support from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, significant work to follow up on the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI and are engaged in preparations for the sixth ministerial meeting,

RESOLVES:

1. To accept with gratitude the offer of the Government of Ecuador to host the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI, from August 12 to 14, 2009. 

2. To call upon the member states to participate in the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI by sending their highest-level education authorities.

3. To request the Inter-American Committee on Education, with the help of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to continue supporting the process of preparation and follow-up of meetings in the education area, and to provide regular updates on that process to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development.

4. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

�.	The Government of Nicaragua places on record its express reservation to the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.  During that event, Nicaragua expressed its view that the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas was unacceptable and inadequate as it did not resolve a number of matters that were extremely important for the Hemisphere and were still under discussion.  Nor does Nicaragua accept that references may be made to that Declaration in the resolutions to be adopted by the OAS General Assembly.  Nicaragua reaffirms that the items on the General Assembly agenda should be derived from the debates and deliberations of the Heads of State and Government in Trinidad and Tobago.





