AG/RES. 2471 (XXXIX-O/09)


REPORT OF THE SECOND MEETING OF MINISTERS AND
HIGH AUTHORITIES ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 4, 2009)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN resolutions CEPCIDI/RES. 145 (CXL-O/08) and AG/RES. 2388 (XXXVIII-O/08), which convened the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI; CIDI/RES. 174 (X-O/05) and AG/RES. 2087 (XXXI-O/05), “Report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI”; and CIDI/RES. 220 (XIV-O/09), “Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI”;
HAVING SEEN the Final Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI (CIDI/REMCYT-II/doc.7/09);

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Heads of State and Government gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, undertook to improve the quality of science education and to incorporate science, technology, engineering, and innovation as principal factors in national strategies and plans for social and economic development, for the fundamental purpose of helping to reduce poverty and generate decent jobs, and that, in that regard, they expressed support for the Declaration and Plan of Action of Lima adopted at the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO that the Declaration of Quebec City, adopted at the Third Summit of the Americas, states that ministerial meetings are producing significant results in support of Summit mandates and that this cooperation will continue to be developed; and

CONSIDERING:

That on October 27 and 28, 2008, the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI was held in Mexico City, Mexico; 

That the dialogue of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology focused on the theme “Science, technology, engineering, and innovation as tools for human prosperity” and analyzed three topics:  science, technology, engineering, and innovation and policies for integral development, especially those that promote social inclusion and sustainable food production; science, technology, engineering, and innovation as tools for sustainable management of natural resources (biodiversity, environment, biotechnology, and energy resources); and science, technology, engineering, and innovation as tools for increasing productivity, focusing on human resource education and training and technological innovation; and 

That the Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology adopted the Declaration of Mexico (CIDI/REMCYT-II/DEC. 1/08) and the Plan of Action of Mexico (CIDI/REMCYT-II/doc.6/08 rev. 1),

RESOLVES:

1. To congratulate the Government of Mexico for successfully hosting the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI.

2. To endorse the Declaration and the Plan of Action adopted at the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI, which are part of this resolution.

3. To instruct the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology to follow up on the ministerial agreements and the Plan of Action of Mexico.

4. To instruct the General Secretariat to lend the necessary support, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to the preparations for, and follow-up to, the meetings in the area of science and technology.

5. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to report to General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
APPENDIX I

DECLARATION OF MEXICO:

“SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND INNOVATION 

AS TOOLS FOR HUMAN PROSPERITY”
/
(Adopted at the seventh plenary session, held on October 28, 2008, 

and reviewed by the Style Committee on August 19, 2009)

WE, THE MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), meeting in Mexico City on October 27 and 28, 2008, on the occasion of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) of the OAS, 
CONSIDERING:

That the Heads of State and Government meeting at the Fourth Summit of the Americas in Mar del Plata, Argentina (2005) undertook the commitment to support improvements in the quality of science education and to incorporate science, technology, engineering, and innovation as major factors in national economic and social development plans and strategies with the primary purpose of contributing to reducing poverty and generating employment.  In this sense, they also supported the Declaration and Plan of Action of Lima adopted at the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI; 
That the Fifth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago (2009), has identified as its central theme “Securing our Citizens’ Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security, and Environmental Sustainability,” and that in this context science, technology, engineering, and innovation make an essential contribution toward achieving those goals;

RECALLING:

That the Heads of State and Government meeting at the Summit of the Americas in Punta del Este, Uruguay (1967) pointed, for the first time at the hemispheric level, to the importance of science and development for the economic and social development of our countries; 

That the Summits of the Americas, including Miami, United States (1994), Santiago, Chile  (1998), Quebec City, Canada (2001), Monterrey, Mexico (2004), and Mar del Plata, Argentina (2005), recognized the importance of science and technology, innovation, energy, and environmental protection as the bases for sustainable development and regional integration; 

That the Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Science and Technology in the Hemisphere, held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia (1996), emphasized the strategic role of science and technology in socioeconomic development and recommended, in the context of regional integration and cooperation, that importance be given to generating knowledge, formulating appropriate public policies, and creating and utilizing science and technology indicators, as well as to promoting innovation;

That the OAS General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2304 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development,” which recognized the need to implement innovative cooperation mechanisms and modalities that make the most efficient use of the capacities of the OAS as a multilateral organization; and

RECOGNIZING:

That science, technology, engineering, and innovation are indispensable elements to achieve human prosperity and social cohesion which, in a broad sense, integrates social inclusion and participation as strategies for equitable redistribution of income, building social capital, and equal access to public goods and services through the generation and dissemination of knowledge for development and social well-being; 

That those countries that have invested resources in the area of science and technology have been able to improve their level of human development and that, as a result, it is essential to increase public and private investment in this area, with the support of the multilateral organizations; 

That strengthening of science education is a fundamental pillar of the social legitimization of scientific and technological activities, with a view to promoting economic and social development in the Americas; 

That technological developments require innovative policies in science and technology that allow the harmonious and safe development of advanced research in specific areas, such as biotechnology and biosafety, energy, agriculture, new materials, and nanotechnology, among others, and that take into account their impact on the quality of life and the environment; 

That bilateral and multilateral hemispheric cooperation is fundamental to complement and promote national efforts geared toward building human and institutional capacity for the development of science, technology, and productive innovation; 

That member states should commit efforts to stimulate public and private investment in research and development to promote the competitiveness of industries and growth and economic development in the Hemisphere; 

That full integration of the gender perspective in science, technology, engineering, and innovation is critically important for the equitable participation of women in the development of the knowledge society with equal access to the benefits thereof; 

That the participation of civil society
/ is important for the advance of science, technology, engineering, and innovation and that its contribution enriches and helps to guide the countries’ public policies;

That science and technology are essential tools for the sustainable management of natural resources;

That scientific research and technological innovation offer an opportunity to promote and strengthen sustainable food production at the hemispheric level in order to make it more competitive and socially beneficial, with emphasis on the development of rural areas;
The value of traditional knowledge and of the technologies and innovations of indigenous peoples and local communities and their contributions to advances in biotechnology and the sustainable management of natural resources; 

That biotechnological research and biosafety, given their impact and relationship to foods and the environment, are areas with the greatest potential for contributing to economic growth and the social development of our peoples; 

That the engineering capacity of countries is a fundamental basis for putting applied science and research into practice, as well as for attracting new investment capital; 

That the synergy among engineering, technological management, and innovation helps to improve companies’ productivity and competitiveness, promoting the expansion of markets, creating skilled jobs, and reducing poverty; 

That innovation, together with natural resources, capital, and human resources, are basic elements for promoting economic growth and social development; 

That the creation of new knowledge promotes innovation by generating higher levels of productivity and competitiveness; 

That in order to remain globally competitive and, in the light of the increasingly technological content of goods and services, companies must adapt continuously to technological change through significant investments in research and development; 

That competitiveness increasingly depends on human resources and educational quality to develop applied research and make better use of natural resources; 

That the Inter-American Metrology System (SIM) has been an exemplary program of cooperation that has achieved the participation of the 34 OAS member states, making it possible to significantly drive the provision of technological services (metrology, standardization, accreditation, certification, assays and tests, and others), which are essential for guaranteeing the quality of the products and processes with which we compete in the global economy, and that these services are essential to ensure competitiveness of small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and are essential to the quality of life (health, security, and environment); 

That the protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights should contribute to the promotion of technological innovation and to the transfer and dissemination of technology, for the mutual benefit of producers and users of technological knowledge and in a manner conducive to social and economic welfare and to a balance of rights and obligations; 

The value of traditional knowledge, including its social, economic, intellectual, scientific, ecological, technological, commercial, educational, and cultural value, acknowledging that traditional knowledge systems are frameworks of ongoing innovation; and  

That information and communication technologies are essential for the efficient and effective management of data and information, as well as for the establishment and dissemination of specialized collaborative networks, which are the basis of the knowledge society, 

DECLARE THAT WE SHALL JOIN FORCES TO:

I. In the context of science, technology, engineering, and innovation, and public policies for integral development: 
1. Formulate and implement national policies in science, technology, engineering, and innovation directed at the creation and application of knowledge that are clearly integrated with economic and social policies and that bear in mind the principles of solidarity, equity, and social justice seeking human prosperity. 

2. Make efforts to significantly increase public investment in science and technology and to encourage private sector investment so as to promote research and development and technological innovation. 

3. Promote linkages among the public, private, academic, scientific, and technological sectors through special programs that promote the building of knowledge-and-innovation-based societies in the Hemisphere. 

4. Support the establishment and strengthening of national innovation systems directed to the productive sectors in order to improve their productivity, their performance, and their competitiveness. 
5. Prepare and implement social inclusion policies and programs that allow the excluded sectors of our societies to be included in the concrete benefits of science, technology, engineering, and innovation. 

6. Encourage early education in science and mathematics in formal and nonformal settings, thereby encouraging younger people and society in general to participate in science, technology, engineering, and innovation activities. 
7. Promote the generation and dissemination of knowledge of science and technology, and innovation and public engagement as tools for social inclusion and cohesion in the member states. 
8. Encourage research and technological transfer and innovation, as well as other mechanisms to provide incentives for the sustainable production of food and the development of rural areas.

9. Develop actions needed to integrate the gender perspective in science and technology policies and programs and to promote gender equity and equality; and provide incentives encouraging greater participation by women in scientific-technological and engineering careers.

10. Facilitate interaction between the scientific and technological research communities, promoting the establishment and expansion of national research networks and synergy among educational institutions, research centers, governments, companies, and civil society.

11. Promote regional and international cooperation to support strengthening of science, technology, engineering, and innovation to encourage applied research and development, collaboration via networks and research communities, capacity-building, and the competitive development of companies.

12. Promote mechanisms for incorporating knowledge into national and other production chains consisting of companies from two or more countries as a strategy for developing regional competitiveness.

13. Promote the establishment and strengthening of advanced scientific and technological networks and other cooperation mechanisms with emphasis on supporting advances in countries with less scientific and technological development in the region.

14. Undertake action by member states to develop a hemispheric space for scientific and technological knowledge.

15. Promote, facilitate, and enhance the mobility of researchers, especially doctoral students, among member states, in order to promote regional integration and collaborative research.

II. In the context of science, technology, engineering, and innovation as tools for sustainable management of natural resources

1. Collaborate on the development and implementation of policies and programs aimed at sustainable management of natural resources.

2. Promote the development of biotechnology and biosafety as strategies for the economic, social, and environmental development of the countries, in keeping with their domestic legislation and international obligations.

3. Promote research and development of technologies that contribute to food security and nutritional quality for our peoples.

4. Promote regional and international cooperation for research, development, and innovation in biotechnology and renewable and non-renewable energy resources through alliances, in accordance with domestic laws, between government and the private sector, academia, research centers, and civil society in general that will incorporate greater use of available international financing of science, technology, and innovation as well as the design of new financing instruments.

5. Promote better utilization and diversification of renewable energy sources, as well as more efficient use of non-renewable energy sources, using technologies and management tools that help to preserve the environment, with special emphasis on countries with less scientific and technological development, via cooperation and technology transfer.

III. In the context of science, technology, engineering, and innovation as tools for increasing productivity 
1. Promote strengthening of the links between companies and universities and research institutes to prepare, attract, and retain qualified personnel, including engineers and innovators to collaborate in the development of new processes, products, and services. 
2. Promote the development of skills in micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) in order to foster and facilitate the production of necessary goods and services, which in turn generate new economic activities and decent employment.  

3. Foster the creation of an entrepreneurial culture for the development of new and technology-based businesses and enterprises, through networks and business incubators and access to credit, and availability of venture capital for new businesses as a strategy for fostering human prosperity.

4. Support the expansion and strengthening of technological services (metrology, standardization, accreditation, calibration, inspection, analyses, assays and tests, quality certification, and others) that contribute to the competitiveness of enterprises with special emphasis on facilitating access by MSMEs to these services.

5. Improve the quality of education in applied science, technology, engineering, and mathematics, fostering certification and accreditation of engineering programs in the region and strengthening the links between the scientific-technological sector and the productive sector, including training for young people in entrepreneurial abilities and skills. 
WE REAFFIRM our commitment to support and strengthen the capacities of the OAS to respond to mandates arising from the Summits of the Americas process in the context of science and technology, as well as those resulting from this and other meetings of Ministers and High Authorities in Science and Technology. 
WE RECOGNIZE the work of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCyT) as the promoter and facilitator of policies and programs intended to link science, technology, engineering, and innovation as components for promoting the development of a science-and-technology culture in the Americas. 
WE AGREE that it is of fundamental importance to link the results and conclusions of this Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities in Science and Technology with the Summits of the Americas process, particularly within the framework of the upcoming Fifth Summit of the Americas. 

APPENDIX II

PLAN OF ACTION OF MEXICO:

“SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND INNOVATION

AS TOOLS FOR HUMAN PROSPERITY”
/
(Adopted at the seventh plenary session, held on October 28, 2008, 
and reviewed by the Style Committee on August 19, 2009)

Science, technology, engineering, and innovation (STEI) have been recognized as indispensable for promotion of our peoples’ development.  Efforts and activities of both the government and the private sector in these areas affect economic growth and the well-being of the population.  In this context, the governments have identified several priorities reflected in the Declaration of Mexico in three main themes to promote human prosperity.  This Plan of Action seeks to promote fulfillment of the general objectives outlined in the Declaration of Mexico, and thereby help the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) to make genuine and tangible progress in their efforts to eradicate poverty, inequality, and exclusion in the Hemisphere.  To that end the governments, through their Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, pledge to develop and carry out multi-year action plans with well-defined goals that include guidelines, programs, and activities to promote the development of STEI in their countries.  They also undertake to establish mechanisms for evaluation and monitoring of the degree of attainment of the established goals.

THEREFORE,

BASED ON THE DECLARATION OF MEXICO, WE, THE MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, AGREE:

I. In the framework of science, technology, engineering, and innovation, and public policies for integral development:

1. To promote spaces for the integrated and interconnected coordination of policies in science, technology, engineering, and innovation (STEI) in areas of common interest for member states.

2. To promote initiatives and programs that foster the establishment of institutional and legal frameworks conducive to greater integration and cooperation between scientific and technological development and the innovation process, in order to create the requisite conditions for the member states to move steadily forward in the technology field.

3. To promote the generation of national science, technology, engineering, and innovation indicators to measure and evaluate each country’s scientific/technological performance and to serve as an indispensable tool for the development of effective policies in those areas.  Efforts will be made to establish uniform methodologies for gathering scientific and technological data in the countries, in order to obtain precise, comparable indicators on science, technology, engineering, and innovation in the member states and in order to measure the effectiveness of scientific and technological output and its impact on society.

4. To develop and strengthen mechanisms to disseminate and popularize science and technology in order to contribute to the creation of a scientific and technological culture in the countries and achieve higher levels of public engagement.

5. To promote a significant increase in government and private-sector budget funding to finance scientific and technological research and development programs, as well as programs for innovation and competitiveness.

6. To develop and apply policies and mechanisms to strengthen the development of national institutions of excellence in STEI (e.g., universities, research centers, public and private corporations) that are equipped to respond swiftly to technological changes and the current needs of society.

7. To establish incentives and programs to promote the training of human resources in science, technology, engineering, and innovation.

8. To plan and carry out actions to improve the quality of math and science education at all levels, with special emphasis on engineering at both the undergraduate and graduate levels.  For this purpose we shall seek cooperation and advisory services from the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE).

9. To promote the continuous upgrading, expansion, and technological updating of the countries’ scientific and technological research infrastructure and the establishment of networks for cooperation comprising universities, research centers, and technological institutes.

10. To strengthen and expand throughout the Hemisphere the FEMCIDI “Program for Fostering the Use of Advanced Networks in Latin America for the Development of Science, Technology, and Innovation,” which is being implemented in the framework of the Latin American Cooperation of Advanced Networks (CLARA).

11. To strengthen intraregional, extraregional, and international cooperation in STEI to encourage applied research, networking, human resource training, and the development of competitive enterprises.

12. To entrust the OAS, in the framework of the hemispheric agenda for science, technology, engineering, and innovation, with promoting and coordinating cooperation activities involving public and private funding entities and international cooperation agencies.

13. To promote and strengthen doctoral and post-doctoral scholarship programs that contain a component for internships in other countries and take account of gender equity and equality.

14. To instruct the OAS to include in its scholarship program doctoral and post-doctoral internships in science and technology in the Hemisphere that take account of gender equity and equality.  For this purpose we shall seek cooperation and advice from the CIE.

II. In the framework of science, technology, engineering, and innovation as tools for sustainable management of natural resources: 

1. To cooperate with actions to improve science and engineering education in order to train highly qualified human resources and promote applied research and development aimed at the sustainable use of natural resources.

2. To develop and implement programs and actions that promote greater cooperation with the private sector in the use of technologies to improve food safety and the nutritional quality of food in the Hemisphere’s different climate zones.

3. To promote partnerships and agreements among the government, the private sector, the academic community, research centers, and civil society to encourage innovation through the exchange of experiences and information on technology and renewable energy.  This shall be accomplished by using recognized and available services and technologies, as well as reciprocal internships, improvement in the quality of research, and dissemination of best practices.

4. To foster, in the framework of the OAS and in coordination with the Department of Sustainable Development, a hemispheric agenda for scientific and technological cooperation on energy, with emphasis on intensifying the use of renewable energy, encouraging the exchange of knowledge and experiences and broad cooperation between the member states.

5. To support the expansion of mechanisms for cooperation in research and development between the public sector, the academic community, civil society, and the private sector so that the region’s cumulative experience and the benefits of projects now in execution may be extended to all countries of the region.

III.
In the framework of science, technology, engineering, and innovation as tools for increasing productivity:

1. To review and update university engineering curricula to train engineers and scientists who are highly qualified and oriented toward applied sciences.  The curricula should also encourage entrepreneurship.

2. To implement programs to improve supply-chain management of goods and services and scientific/technological infrastructure in the countries, in order to enhance the competitiveness of corporations and improve their capacity to participate in global trade.

3. To support the development of national quality infrastructure (metrology, standardization, accreditation, and quality certification) necessary to offer technological services (calibration, inspection, analyses, and assays and tests) with recognized results.

4. To strengthen the Inter-American Metrology System (SIM), enhancing its capabilities and its role in supporting the development of the national measurement infrastructure and the quality of the measurement results of member states.  This role extends to obtaining interregional and global acceptance of the national calibration and measurement capabilities. 

5. To take the necessary steps to set up technology parks, business incubators, and programs for entrepreneurs, and other efforts to promote the establishment of competitive technology-based companies that generate highly skilled jobs.

6. To reinforce the Engineering for the Americas initiative by supporting the work of the OAS to seek and obtain resources to fund its action program and launch it.

IV. Mechanism for follow-up of the Meetings of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology:

1. The governments, through their Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, will continue to meet periodically to improve and develop new forms of cooperation and understanding among the countries of the Americas, strengthening the hemispheric framework of the institutions and transmitting those suggestions to the Summits of the Americas process.  To this end, the OAS General Secretariat is directed to make a special effort to identify and make available the resources needed to hold Meetings of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology at least once every four years, and meetings of COMCyT every year.

2. The governments, through their Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, will have primary responsibility for implementing the mandates of the Declaration and Plan of Action of this Ministerial Meeting.  We entrust COMCyT with conducting due follow-up on these commitments at its annual meetings.

3. The governments, through their Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, will endeavor to broaden financial support for the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) and consider the advisability of reviewing the mechanisms, methodology, implementation, and evaluation of the impact of programs and projects in the sectoral account of science and technology, in order to facilitate obtaining/raising more funding from member states and external sources.

4. The governments, through their Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, urge the OAS, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and the Department of Science and Technology, to provide advisory services and assistance to the member states on a permanent basis and ensure adequate support for COMCyT’s activities.  To do this, the capacity of the Department of Science and Technology as Technical Secretariat of COMCyT shall be appropriately strengthened.

�.	Document distributed as CIDI/REMCYT-II/DEC. 1/08.


2.	Venezuela believes that the term “civil society” should be supplemented with the concept of organized communities and, in a wider sense, the different sectors of society.


�.	Document distributed as CIDI/REMCYT-II/doc.6/08 rev. 1.





