AG/RES. 2470 (XXXIX-O/09)


XVI INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF LABOR

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 4, 2009)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 207 (XIII-O/08) and AG/RES. 2384 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Report of the XV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; CEPCIDI/RES. 153 (CXLIX-O/09), “Convening of the Sixteenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML)”; and CIDI/RES. 223 (XIV-O/09), “XVI Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”;
CONSIDERING:

That, at the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, Canada, from April 20 to 22, 2001, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed the fundamental importance of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML);

That, at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, the Heads of State and Government acknowledged the important contributions of the ministries of labor to achieving its objectives of creating jobs to fight poverty and strengthen democratic governance and to promoting decent work and social and labor policies that encourage investment and economic growth with equity;

That, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009, the Heads of State and Government agreed to promote “continuous training programmes in collaboration with workers’ representatives and the private sector as appropriate, with the goal of generating the necessary technical skills to enable workers to respond to the demands of the labour market,” and in that regard they called upon “the Ministers of Labour, within the context of the OAS Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour (IACML), in collaboration with their workers’ and employers’ consultative bodies and with the support of the ILO, as appropriate, to endorse, at the 16th IACML to be held in 2009, a work programme that advances these objectives”;
/ and

That the dialogue of ministers of labor that took place during the XV IACML, held in Trinidad and Tobago in 2007, was focused on the topic of work as central to social and economic development; and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the XV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, held in Trinidad and Tobago in 2007, welcomed the offer of Argentina to host the XVI IACML;

That the working groups of the Conference met in Montevideo, Uruguay, in April 2008;
That the working groups of the Conference will meet in Mexico City, Mexico, in May 2009 to follow up on the Declaration and the Plan of Action of Port of Spain, adopted at the XV IACML;

That the technical preparatory meeting for the XVI IACML will be held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in July 2009, where it is expected that agreements will be reached on the draft Declaration and draft Plan of Action and that the final versions of the reports of the working groups will be adopted; and

That the member states, with support from the General Secretariat, have done significant work to follow up on the XV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor and to prepare for the XVI IACML, 

RESOLVES:

1. To accept with gratitude the offer of the Government of Argentina to host the XVI Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML), to be held from September 23 to 25, 2009.

2. To recognize the unique importance of holding the XVI IACML this year, in light of the current economic crisis and its impact on employment.

3. To call upon the member states to participate in the XVI IACML by sending their highest-level labor officials.

4. To instruct the General Secretariat to support, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, the meetings of the working groups of the IACML, as well as preparations for the XVI IACML, and to report periodically to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on that process.

5. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

�.	The Government of Nicaragua places on record its express reservation to the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.  During that event, Nicaragua expressed its view that the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas was unacceptable and inadequate as it did not resolve a number of matters that were extremely important for the Hemisphere and were still under discussion.  Nor does Nicaragua accept that references may be made to that Declaration in the resolutions to be adopted by the OAS General Assembly.  Nicaragua reaffirms that the items on the General Assembly agenda should be derived from the debates and deliberations of the Heads of State and Government in Trinidad and Tobago.





