AG/RES. 2465 (XXXIX-O/09)


MIGRANT POPULATIONS AND MIGRATION FLOWS IN THE AMERICAS

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 4, 2009)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2326 (XXXVII-O/07), and AG/RES. 2356 (XXXVIII-O/08) “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas”; 

RECALLING WITH SATISFACTION the decision taken by the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States (OAS) at its meeting of October 24, 2007, to establish the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM) to analyze migration issues and flows from an integral perspective, taking into account the relevant provisions of international law, especially international human rights law; 

RECALLING the important work of the OAS in promoting and protecting the human rights of migrant workers and their families; 

RECALLING ALSO the adoption, by resolution AG/RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05), of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families; 
RECALLING FURTHER resolution CIM/RES. 252 (XXXIV-O/08) of the Inter-American Commission of Women, adopted in November 2008, which urged the CEAM to continue to integrate a gender perspective in its analysis of international migration;

CONSIDERING the importance of continuing the discussion and analysis of human migration, regular and irregular, and migration flows in the Americas and their causes and impact on all member states; 

RECOGNIZING that migration is also a reflection of the processes of integration and globalization, and a phenomenon that should be examined from a multilateral and multidimensional perspective, integrating a gender perspective; 
RECOGNIZING ALSO that all member states are countries of origin, transit, and destination of migrants, and the social and economic importance of migration in the member states; 

EMPHASIZING the importance for member states of being able to rely on accurate and timely information regarding migrant workers, an important indicator of migratory trends in the Americas, as a basis for formulating public policies, cooperation activities, and the exchange of best practices; 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that these migration flows will very likely increase as a result of various social, economic, political, and demographic factors, including migration resulting from subregional integration efforts; 

TAKING NOTE of the discussions of the CEAM meeting of February 13, 2009, held pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2356 (XXXVIII-O/08) to identify ways to link the efforts of the OAS to the regional migration consultative processes, such as those of the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM or “Puebla Process”), the South American Conference on Migration, and the Specialized Forum on Migration of MERCOSUR; which are reflected in document CE/AM-77/09 rev. 3; and 

TAKING NOTE ALSO of the results of the special meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on implementation of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, which was held on February 12, 2009, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2289 (XXXVII-O/07), and underscored the need to follow closely the impact that the global financial crisis can have on migratory flows and trends, 

RESOLVES:

1. To welcome the work that the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM) has been doing to analyze migration issues and flows from an integral perspective, taking into account the relevant provisions of international law, especially international human rights law.

2. To welcome also the work that the CEAM has undertaken with respect to discussion of temporary worker programs, migration and development, the brain drain, disaster situations, care to migrant communities, consular assistance and protection, and gender perspectives on migration.

3. To encourage the CEAM and the General Secretariat to continue to fully engage member states in the process of planning and executing its activities. 

4. To reaffirm the importance of migration data and information, especially the Migration Information System of the Americas (SIMA), and to thank the member states for their contributions to the sharing of information and best practices in relation to their existing legal frameworks, regulations, policies, and programs. 

5. To welcome the efforts undertaken by the General Secretariat to contribute to improving information and knowledge about migration flows and trends through the initial phase of implementation of the Continuous Reporting System on Labor Migration for the Americas (SICREMI). 

6. To request the Organization of American States (OAS), through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to continue to seek ways to link its efforts and share information in the area of migration with the regional processes involved in migration issues, such as the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM or “Puebla Process”), the South American Conference on Migration, the Specialized Forum on Migration of MERCOSUR, the Andean Community of Nations, and other forums, and to report back to the CEAM on the progress made.

7. To encourage member states to continue discussing their experiences and providing information to the General Secretariat on their existing legal frameworks, regulations, policies, and programs.

8. To request the OAS to deepen its work on the important topics of migration and development, remittances, migration and the brain drain, gender perspectives on migration, and migrant children and adolescents, and to examine how the economic and financial crisis has affected migrants in these various areas.

9. To request the OAS to continue to work on the development of a database that complements those already available on existing legal frameworks and regulations related to migration, and on the identification and mapping of the different temporary worker programs in which nationals of the member states are engaged, and to report to the CEAM on progress in this regard. 

10. To urge the CEAM to continue its work and to instruct the Permanent Council to undertake, in the second quarter of 2010, an evaluation of the same that considers, among other things, the rationalizing and unification of the approach to the topic of migration in the OAS.

11. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

