AG/RES. 2448 (XXXIX-O/09)

STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS FOR THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 4, 2009)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING:


The Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights (A/CONF.157/23), which reaffirmed the important and constructive role played by national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights (NHRIs);


Resolution 2005/74 of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, “National institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights”;


The relevant reports of the United Nations Secretary-General, including his reports presented to the 10th session of the United Nations Human Rights Council entitled “National institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights” (A/HRC/10/54) and “The process currently utilized by the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights to accredit national institutions compliant with the Paris Principles” (A/HRC/10/55); and


Resolution AG/RES. 2411 (XXXVIII-O/08), in which the General Assembly encouraged “the governments and organs of the inter-American system to promote the establishment of forums for dialogue between the institutions of the kind to which this resolution refers and the pertinent organs of the inter-American system, in order to strengthen their contribution to the democratic order in the Hemisphere”;


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 2411 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2345 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2221 (XXXVI-O/06), and AG/RES. 2132 (XXXV-O/05), “Strengthening of the National Human Rights Systems of the Member States and Support for the Work of Defenders of the People, Defenders of the Population, and Human Rights Attorneys or Commissioners (Ombudsmen),” which recognized the importance of national systems for the promotion and protection of human rights in safeguarding the rights of individuals;


WELCOMING the decisions of a growing number of states to establish national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights in accordance with the Principles relating to the status of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights, “Paris Principles,” adopted by the United Nations General Assembly through resolution 48/134;

CONVINCED of the important role of the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (ICC) in promoting and protecting human rights and in accrediting national institutions in conformity with the Paris Principles;


RECALLING the commitment made by member states in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City in 2001, to strengthen the capacity of national human rights institutions and to contribute to the successful establishment of the Network of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights of the Americas (Network of the Americas); and


RECALLING ALSO resolution AG/RES. 2421 (XXXVIII-O/08), in which the General Assembly recognized the important contribution that NHRIs accredited by the ICC can make to the work of the Organization of American States in the promotion of human rights, and resolved to facilitate, once the appropriate administrative and procedural requirements are in place, the participation of all NHRIs from member states, including those accredited by the ICC, as well as representatives of the Network of the Americas, in the human rights activities of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization of American States,

RESOLVES:

1. To recognize national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights (NHRIs) which are members of the Network of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights of the Americas (Network of the Americas) accredited by the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (ICC) with “A” status in accordance with the Paris Principles, for the purposes of this resolution.

2. To adopt the following administrative and procedural modalities for allowing the participation of NHRIs, referred to in the previous paragraph, in political bodies of the Organization of American States (OAS) dealing with human rights-related issues:

a. The Secretariat of the Network of the Americas will provide to a focal point in the OAS General Secretariat an updated list of ICC-accredited NHRIs with “A” status, on a bi-annual basis;

b. Representatives of ICC-accredited NHRIs from the Secretariat of the Network of the Americas or of the ICC Chair who wish to participate in OAS human rights-related meetings will inform the OAS General Secretariat in advance, providing the name and position of the individual representing them;

c. The OAS General Secretariat will register ICC-accredited NHRIs representatives upon request and provide them with all required documentation to allow their participation;

d. One dedicated seat in relevant rooms will be allocated to NHRIs to allow registered representatives to participate in meetings;
e. Registered representatives will be allowed to speak after member states, within their mandates, under human rights-related items of the agenda;

f. Registered representatives will participate in their own right in meetings of the OAS in a manner consistent with the operational regulations of the relevant body, so as to provide expert advice and specialized information on subjects in which they have special competence or interest; and

g. The Chair of the relevant body will authorize registered NHRI representatives to issue documents under their own classification within the OAS classification system and to submit information and documentation under human rights-related agenda items of the OAS.

3. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

