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Mr. Chairman,
Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Distinguished colleagues and dear friends, 

I am very much pleased to be here with you today and I have a great honour to present the desire and interest of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in joining and participating in activities of the Organization of American States. 

I would take this opportunity to inform you that the long-standing activity and efforts which the Organization for American States is putting in the maintenance of peace and security, strengthening the rule of law, human rights, and promotion of democracy are well known and respected in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. 

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia strongly supports all decisions adopted by international organizations with a view to combating terrorism as well as all measures taken to that effect. It stands ready to engage, in common with other UN member countries, in the efforts to eliminate international terrorism as soon as possible and totally. 

In my country it is also widely known the importance and the role of Organization of American States in the promotion of free markets, developments of free trade, in the tackling of issues of the environment and sustainable development.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has good bilateral relations with all the states of the Americas. It is our wish to promote and develop further these relations through regional and multilateral cooperation in all fields where the participating States of the Organization of American States undertake joint activities. 

After more than a decade of dictatorship, civil wars which resulted in tragedies, sufferings, hundreds of thousands of refugees, my country is passing through transition, willing to sustain and strengthen free market economy, consolidation of democracy and to expand possibilities for advanced security, stability and development in our region and worldwide. By participating in the work of your Organization, I am certain that the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia will greatly benefit from your experience in overcoming these crucial problems and issues we are faced with, and that my country could eventually bring some new perspective on some of the issues which could be valuable for your activities.

Having in mind such interest and desire for developing bilateral as well as multilateral cooperation with all 34 countries of the Organization of American States, I would like to express my hope that this meeting is the beginning of a new quality in our relations. I also look forward to it as a step in the establishment of status of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia as Permanent Observer to the Organization of American States.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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