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The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and has the honor to forward, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1816 (XXX-O/01), the reply of the Government of Mexico to the questionnaire “Study on the Rights and the Care of Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment.”


The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the Organization of American States avails itself of the opportunity to reiterate to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs the assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C.

May 3, 2002

Organization of American States

Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

Washington, D.C.

REPLY OF THE GOVERNMENT OF MEXICO TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE

ON THE RIGHTS AND THE CARE OF PERSONS

UNDER ANY FORM OF DETENTION OR IMPRISONMENT

QUESTIONNAIRE

1. In the opinion of your state, in addition to the specific provisions of a universal nature and the general provisions set forth in American regional human rights instruments, would it be useful to have a specific regional instrument that addressed the major questions involved in the topic of the resolution?

Yes.

2. Does your state consider it advisable for such an instrument to take the form of a statement of guiding principles?

Yes, although account must be taken of the progressive development of international instruments in the area of the promotion and protection of human rights.  A declaration would mean that more countries subscribed
 to the instrument.
3.
In your state, at the domestic level, are there specific legal provisions relating to the rights and care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment
?
Yes.  At the constitutional level, the rights of persons under detention and imprisonment are specifically enshrined in Articles 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22.  The topic is also governed by the following federal legislation:

· Federal Penal Code, in particular, Title Four, on the execution of sentences;

· Federal Code on Penal Procedure;

· Law establishing minimum standards for the social rehabilitation of convicts;

· Law on the Treatment of Juvenile Offenders within Ordinary Jurisdiction in the Federal District and within Federal Jurisdiction in the Republic of Mexico



In every federative entity (31), legislation similar to the abovementioned federal legislation is in force.
ANNEX
PRISON POPULATION DATA*


PRISON POPULATION OF MEXICO.  RATE PER 100,000


Total population (tried and convicted)
168


GROWTH OF PRISON POPULATION IN MEXICO


1999

2002

Increase
Percentage


139,699
168,861
29,154

21%


PRISON OVERCROWDING IN MEXICO


Capacity
Current prison population
Excess








(density per 100 spaces)


135,699
168,861


25%

PERSONS IN DETENTION BUT NOT CONVICTED



Total

Not convicted
Percentage


1999

144,261
61,211

42%


2002

168,861
70,857

42%


*Current as of February 2002.  Includes local, state, and federal systems.
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�This word would include both signatories and those who acceded to the declaration. krl


�See note No. 1. krl


�Interpretation per Alejandro Aldai of the Permanent Misson of Mexico.  Laws which are local within the Federal District are of federal rank for the rest of the country. krl





