- 34 -
- 1 -

[image: image1.jpg]CID/@
\_Z



[image: image2.png]


FIRST MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH 



OEA/Ser.K/XVIII

AUTHORITIES OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 


DRAFT
November 11-12, 2004







25 October 2004

Lima, Peru








Original: English

Hemispheric Initiative

“Legal Metrology for the Caribbean”

Introduction

Metrology, the science of measurement, is an essential and many times critical part of the infrastructure of all economies to: 

· Facilitate commerce and international trade – increase trust in trade and facilitate competitiveness in the global market;

· Provide consumer protection – protect the consumer against fraud as a result of incorrect measurement;

· Support quality control – enhance the quality of agricultural, mining and industrial products;

· Ensure safety control in industry and society – prevent accidents caused by explosion, radiation, etc.;

· Support health protection – protect against damage caused to health by incorrect measurements, dosages, etc.;

· Support environmental protection – protect against noise, radiation, exhaust gases pollution;

· Stimulate scientific research and development – ensure correct results as all experimental results are based on measurements; and

· Support navigation, aviation, telecommunications, time signals – prevent accidents, which occur from the incorrect transfer of data and information.


Recent developments in the world economy such as the globalization of markets and the liberalization of world trade pose serious challenges for the region’s industries and private sector enterprises. In small economies, especially those in the Caribbean, there is a need to support business and exports through a measurement infrastructure, which provides accurate and trusted measurements. Legal metrology is fundamental to the basic measurement infrastructure. 


In the Caribbean, only a few of the countries have relatively well developed legal metrology programs. Therefore, legal metrology infrastructure and programs across the region must be strengthened in order to give all the countries opportunities for regional cooperation and trade. The development of a functional metrology infrastructure will provide support for commerce and trade and consumer protection through an efficient and traceable measurement service. Measurement related transactions range from open-air markets to multinational corporations in food, petroleum, and mining industries.  Different approaches should be considered in different environments based upon how well weighing and measuring devices are maintained, whether or not a credible scale and meter service industry exists, whether or not businesses perform adequate self-policing practices, and whether or not pre-packaged commodities are a significant part of the market. 

The objectives of a proposed legal metrology initiative include the following:

· Ensure the accuracy of commercial transactions;

· Ensure that commercial weighing and measuring devices comply with legal metrology requirements;

· Provide consumer protection;

· Ensure fair competition among businesses;

· Facilitate value comparisons by consumers; and

· Facilitate commerce and international trade.

1. Proposed actions
To develop a metrological frame of reference and a capability in measurements traceable to the international measurement system that meets the needs of each Caribbean nation and is accepted by members of the international community at large.  In doing so, metrology systems within the Caribbean will have to be harmonized because of the critical links between metrology, trade and economic development in the region. This entails support for the establishment and development of metrology capabilities in the Member States:  i.e. working with the national standards bodies in all Member States to develop their metrology capabilities. To promote economic activity and development, it is necessary to increase the human resource capacity, enhance physical resources, review, update and harmonize existing weights and measures legislation and develop training programs. This should also include institutional collaboration and the strengthening of interactions with all stakeholders (government, industrial sector, and other regional and extra-regional national metrology laboratories, etc.). Actions taken should encourage the sharing of regional facilities in specialty areas for both laboratory and field based activities.  
2. Activities needed
a) Review, update and enhancement of existing legislation. Current laws in many of the Caribbean countries are outdated and ineffective to support modern approaches to trade and commerce, and to protect consumers and the environment. In light of regional and external trading arrangements it is important that the laws are harmonized.
b) Infrastructure development. Acquire appropriate standards and equipment to conduct both field inspections and laboratory calibrations. In order to promote commercial activity as well as to protect the health and safety of the environment, areas of concern include inter alia:  testing of weighing devices to determine accuracy – especially market scales, testing of length measures for the measurement of fabric, cord etc, testing of petrol pumps; determination of the net contents of packages being offered for sale and establishing if deviations from the declared net contents are within legally acceptable limits; testing and verification of price scanners; temperature calibration, time and frequency measurements.  
c) Capacity building for sustainability. This should be developed in conjunction with regional members as well as institutes in other members of this hemisphere and may need to be tailored accordingly to meet the peculiar needs of countries depending on their particular areas of economic activity.  This should allow for the utilization of national and international programs.
d) Regional and hemispheric cooperation. A determination of the areas for which there could be shared facilities, best practices, procedures, and approval systems in a manner that would ensure maximization of resources. 
e) Areas of special consideration.  Consideration should be given to some specific areas of concern such as temperature, mass, volume, pressure, chemical measurement to support healthcare, environment and food sectors and time and frequency (especially important for the rapidly growing service industries: telecommunications providers, banks, stock exchange etc.)  
3. Organization

To ensure that these activities are transformed into action this plan should be led and implemented by the Inter-American Metrology System (SIM) with the assistance of the Technical Secretariat of the Office of Education, Science and Technology (OEST) of the OAS. This is a major undertaking and will require a commitment and support of Member States, and technical and financial organizations such as: OIML, BIPM, CROSQ, IADB, CDB, and WB.
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� ACRONYMS:


	BIPM (French)	- International Bureau of Weights and Measurements 


	CDB 	Caribbean Development Bank


	CROSQ 	Caribbean Regional Organization for Standards and Quality 


	IADB 	Inter- American Development Bank


	OIML (French) 	International Organization for Legal Metrology 


	WB 	The World Bank








