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Introduction



Today it is almost a truism to say that the 21st Century will be dominated by the paradigm of innovation and competitiveness, and that it will lead to the establishment of new enterprises and sources of employment and novel ways of producing, distributing, and marketing goods and services. Information, knowledge, and new technologies are strategic resources for pursuing that paradigm, which require, if they are to achieve their full potential, actions in the educational and labor spheres.



Innovation is a systemic process capable of injecting knowledge into new enterprises, products, and processes as part of a new business vision and entrepreneurial culture with strong ties to scientific and technological sectors.


The 2002-2005 Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development could provide a framework for effective regional development activities in which scientific, technological, and skills-improvement systems play an important part. 

Implementation of a  Program for Productive Competitiveness and Employment for the region as a whole that regards a social and labor agenda as integral to economic growth and as a way to ensure that benefits are equitably distributed opens up new, interesting and promising paths based on areas of common interest.  These include, above all:

· Projects related to new enterprises, products, processes, or services pursuing multilateral objectives and criteria

· Regional import substitution and/or an increase in the value-added of exports, based on appropriate and targeted incorporation of applied technology to processes and products.

· The technological input needed for each project could be provided in whole or in part by each country’s scientific and technological system or by a counterpart in some country of the region, or through agreements among them.

· The effort made by scientific and technological institutions to solve real problems in the region economy will result in new lines of research and development, with the added benefit that the available financing will be directed toward areas of considerable social impact and thus contribute to the welfare of the population by creating new sources of employment.

1.
Proposed actions


Apply methodologies for identifying issues and opportunities for each country geared to: 

a. Making the productive structure more competitive;

b. Fostering companies’ capacity to innovate;

c. Establishing or consolidating small and medium-sized technology-based enterprises (SMEs).
To achieve these goals, there has to be a strategy for identifying and selecting issues and projects requiring:  

a. Integrated production chains and value added through technological  progress;

b. Exports to new markets;

c. National and/or regional production of key imported inputs;

d. Solutions to deal with threats to output; 


Priority will be attached to the projects with the greatest socio-economic impact on the region; associative enterprises; projects that encompass the largest number of stages in a production chain within a given sector; projects aimed at generating new enterprises or increasing the value added of a particular product; labor-intensive projects that enhance labor skills; and projects geared to increasing productivity and/or competitiveness.  This last factor is considered crucial, now that Latin American countries or regions have stepped up negotiations aimed at playing a more prominent role in trade with the more highly developed blocs.

2.
Activities 

The activities will involve: 

a. Identification of opportunities;

b. Evaluation and pre-selection of opportunities;

c. Conducting further studies to clarify critical aspects of the Program (activities plan, market surveys, assessment of technological options, etc.);

d. Presentation of projects, from the opportunities shortlist;

e. Selecting projects and determining their technological requirements;

3.
Organization

For these activities to materialize, the leadership of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT) and the support of its technical secretariat, the OAS Office of Education, Science and Technology, will be needed. 
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