Discussion Document

"Essential Role of Science, Technology, Innovation 
and Science Education for Creating Employment, Confronting Poverty, Strengthening Democratic Governance and Delivering the Benefits of Democracy

In the recent Roundtable with Civil Society and the Special Session of the CISC: “Creating Employment to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance”, mention was made of the importance of incorporating the subjects of Science, Technology, Innovation and Science Education (S&T&I&SE) as horizontal components of the discussion. The sessions were divided in themes, namely: a) Creating Employment in the Americas, b) Creating Employment to Confront Poverty and c) Creating Employment to Strengthen Democratic Governance. The incorporation of S&T&I&SE in the final summary of the Roundtable highlights the importance of Forum. Participation in this open discussion will greatly increase the chances of introducing S&T&I&SE components both in the discussions leading to the 2005 Summit but also achieve the incorporation of such components in the final decisions that will be reached by the Heads of State and Government of the Americas in Mar del Plata, Argentina this November.

This introduction will quote from existing documents prepared by the Summit Process, the InterAcademy Council (IAC) Report on “Inventing a Better Future,” the International Council for Science (ICSU), and the OAS Office of Education, Science and Technology Report on “Science, Technology, Engineering and Innovation for Development.”  Since the focus of this Forum is the importance of Science, Technology, Innovation and Science Education to the goals of the Summit of the Americas Process, no mention will be made this Introduction to other essential components, that are currently best represented and discussed by other Civil Society Organizations.

“Creating employment signifies an effort to reach out to micro, small and medium-sized enterprises through assistance and training, an increase focus on vocational training and other schooling systems to create high quality employment and the creation of an institutional environment that fosters business and investment”. At the same time it should be noted that “In a world moving rapidly towards the knowledge-based economies of the 21st century capacity building in science and technology (S&T) is necessary everywhere. But the need is greatest for the developing countries”. In reaching out to micro, small and medium-sized enterprises each country should make an effort to build, from a locally based S&T&I platform, adequate science-based technologies that are applicable to local conditions. Without these considerations the “dilemma between underdevelopment with employment or modernization without employment” may never be broken. “An increase focus on vocational training and other schooling systems to create high-quality employment” may be doomed to failure if schooling, from the very beginning, fails to include science education as an integral part. Citizens that fail to understand the basis of the current change to the knowledge-based economy will have no place in high quality employment.

“Improve rule of law, fight corruption, increase transparency and democratic accountability can increase long-term per capita incomes”. The importance of S&T&I&SE in these themes cannot be overstated. Information Technology (IT) and modern Forensics have dramatically changed the ways and means by which governments and society can assess transparency, investigate crimes and make accountability possible. Again, only local capacity building and education can achieve the local use of these technologies. 

“In our time, science, technology, engineering and innovation play a fundamental role in the creation of wealth, economic growth and in the improvement of the quality of life for all citizens of the Americas. These areas are engines of integral development. They generate employment and well-being through innovation and the commercialization of new products and services; they help reduce poverty, improve education, health, nutrition and trade; and are essential for building new capacities that are essential in the 21st. century.” They are also needed for sustainable development.
This brief Introduction focuses on some of the themes that will make part of the Summit of Mar del Plata next November. In reading the documents prepared for the Roundtable, as well as the Declaration and Plan of Action of Lima among other support documents available at the Forum, please help us to build a consensus on the roles of S&T&I&SE as specifically focused on the themes of the Summit

