Towards the IV Meeting of Ministers of Education

August 10 – 12, 2005

Consultation with Civil Society

The Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE agreed, in the meeting held on February 15th and 16th, 2005, in Washington, DC, that “the Technical Secretariat will carry out consultations with the civil society organizations” in preparation for the IV Meeting of Ministers of Education. 
In order to ensure that the vision and recommendations of civil society organizations reach the IV Meeting of Ministers of Education, a virtual dialogue shall be offered via the Technical Secretariat’s website at www.oas.org/consulta and entitled the “Virtual Dialogue with Civil Society Organizations on: Quality education for social inclusion, the development of a democratic citizenry and preparation for productive work.”  The comments and recommendations received on the forum will be incorporated into a final document that will be presented at the IV Meeting of the Ministers of Education in Scarborough. 

The organization selected by the CIE to moderate the Civil Society Dialogue is the Inter-American Organization for Higher Education (OUI) and the virtual dialogue will be moderated by its representative, Prof. Manuel Moreno from the University of Guadalajara, Mexico.  

Topic of Discussion

The thematic discussion for the dialogue will be guided by the four key introductory questions from the agenda of the IV Meeting of the Ministers of Education. These include: 

1. How can we evaluate the success of our actions to provide quality education to all our citizens?

2. How can education fulfill the social agenda to build a more inclusive and democratic society?
3. How can education contribute to the Summit priorities of job creation, decreased levels of poverty and strengthening democratic governance?
4. How might we best develop a roadmap for promoting social inclusion, developing a democratic citizenry, and preparing for work through quality education?  
In addition, several documents will be distributed in order to frame the dialogue with civil society around the same topics to be discussed by the Ministers of Education. These include:

1. Base document, Prepared by the Moderator and the Technical Secretariat, the base document highlights background information and current issues within the Inter-American context. 

2. The Draft Declaration of the IV Meeting of Ministers of Education. 

3. Declaration by Civil Society The document presented to the ministers by Civil Society Organizations at the III Meeting of the Ministers of Education in Mexico City in August 2003.    

Schedule

May 23 –27


· The Technical Secretariat will work with Summit Office of the OAS and with the ministries to continue to add organizations to the participant list. 

May 26 

· Manuel Moreno, University of Guadalajara, submits first draft of the base document to the Technical Secretariat for feedback and suggestions 

May 30   

· Base documents sent to participants with invitations and is then uploaded onto the webpage and virtual forum   

June 1-5 

· Input and recommendations from participants on proposed methodology 

June 6-12 

· Brainstorming 

June 13-26 

· Open Dialogue 

June 27-July 1 

· Conclusions

July 1-8

· Drafting of the final document to be presented in the four official languages at IV Meeting of Ministers of Education

Languages, translations, and weekly synthesis

· Comments will be received in the four official languages of the OAS.

· Translations on the forum will be done within 2 days of each posting into the two working languages of the OAS (Spanish and English).  

· At the end of each week a synthesis of the discussions will be posted and sent out via email to all participants. 

Budget

The website costs and technical support will be financed by the Technical Secretariat.  The moderator will offer its services in kind.  The translation of the final document in the four official languages will be covered by the allotted budget for the IV Meeting of Ministers of Education.

Moderators

The moderator will have the following responsibilities:

· To prepare the base document to open the discussion with the assistance of the Technical Secretariat

· To publish the base document on the forum on May 30, 2005

· Encourage the participation and motivate the discussion at least two to three times a week 

· To translate the commentaries in the two working languages of the OAS (Spanish and English) 

· To provide a weekly synthesis of the comments posted.

· To continually integrate comments that are posted into the base document  

· To prepare the final consultation document with the assistance of the Technical Secretariat  
