2
- 2 -


[image: image1.wmf]GENERAL  ASSEMBLY

THIRTIETH REGULAR SESSION
OEA/Ser.P

June 5, 2000
AG/INF.256/00

Windsor, Canada
29 September 2000


Original:  Spanish





STATEMENT BY DR. ADALBERTO RODRÍGUEZ GIAVARINI,

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, INTERNATIONAL TRADE, AND WORSHIP

OF THE ARGENTINA REPUBLIC

DIALOGUE OF HEADS OF DELEGATION,

THIRTIETH REGULAR SESSION OF THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

RESTRUCTURING THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM IN THE LIGHT OF

THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS:  

STRENGTHENING AND MODERNIZING THE OAS

STATEMENT BY DR. ADALBERTO RODRÍGUEZ GIAVARINI,

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, INTERNATIONAL TRADE, AND WORSHIP

OF THE ARGENTINA REPUBLIC

DIALOGUE OF HEADS OF DELEGATION,

THIRTIETH REGULAR SESSION OF THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

RESTRUCTURING THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM IN THE LIGHT OF

THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS:  

STRENGTHENING AND MODERNIZING THE OAS

WINDSOR, JUNE 6, 2000

1. The objective and principal aim that should guide the reform process now under way at the Organization of American States is for the OAS to consolidate its position as the foremost political forum in the Hemisphere.

2. In order to embark upon such a consolidation process, the OAS must have the political and material support of every member state.

3. To speak in such terms is to conceive of an OAS in which the highest authorities meet regularly to discuss the items on a COMMON hemispheric agenda.

4. By virtue of the mandates assigned in its Charter and the decisions of its General Assembly, the Organization of American States is the forum par excellence for political consensus in the Hemisphere and the principal framework for the development of international law at the regional level.  More recently, it has been strengthening its position as a leading player in the area of partnership for development.

5. The Organization’s deepening relationship and integration with the hemispheric summit process is now an established fact, and this will be even more true in the coming years.  A look back readily confirms the truth of this statement.

Rather than competing with one other, the summits and the OAS are complementary.  The OAS is the only formally structured mechanism capable of channeling and executing the summit mandates at the regional level.  After the necessary administrative adaptation and, above all, the necessary political decisions, the OAS should not only assume the role of secretariat of the summit process but be closely involved in the preparation and definition of its mandates and, especially, the political follow-up to those mandates, as well as in their implementation where appropriate.

6.
Political decision-making at the hemispheric level revolves mainly around the hemispheric summit process, through direct participation by the heads of state and government of the region.  However, this process is not supported by a formal structure or organization for central coordination of the implementation of and follow-up to its mandates.

7. The mechanism established with the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) is not, in practice, what one would expect in terms of an effective, dynamic follow-up process.  Today it is imperative that we have a mechanism of liaison and follow-up that goes beyond the current practice of receiving reports and observations--an irrelevant and laborious exercise.

The essential role the Organization is called upon to play in the follow-up and support to, and strengthening of, the hemispheric summits must not be ignored.  It must be developed and revitalized as a formal, established follow-up mechanism.

8. The OAS–that is, the states--must not confine itself to merely executing or coordinating the summit mandates.  It should participate actively in their conception and design.

9. One of the greatest challenges facing the OAS and the inter-American system as a whole is coordinating and defining courses of action under the hemispheric summit process.  A crucial aspect of modernizing the system, without necessarily amending the Charter, will be the automatic adoption of those presidential mandates as political mandates of the Organization, which would prevent duplicated efforts and parallel agendas.

10. Strengthening and modernizing the inter-American system requires a clear definition of the Organization’s role in the light of the summit process.  If the OAS remains in its parallel orbit, overshadowed by that of the Summits and devoid of political content, sustaining it, and justifying its existence, will be very difficult.

11. The OAS General Assembly is the proper forum for establishing political mandates for the areas of government involved in the initiatives and defining the purpose and scope of ministerial meetings in those sectors.  Such meetings are already being held in the OAS framework.  Under the new structure, the General Assembly should define the criteria for, and characteristics of, the ministerial meetings or meetings of experts held in pursuit of the hemispheric aims established by the heads of state and government of the Americas.

12. One approach to bringing about these changes might be to re-involve the heads of state and government in OAS activities.

That would mean incorporating the summit process into OAS affairs at the Organization’s highest political level:  the General Assembly.

13. The OAS Charter provides, in Article 54, that the General Assembly is the supreme organ of the Organization, and gives it the most important functions.  It does not define the “level” of the representatives.  It says only that “all Member States have the right to be represented in the General Assembly.”
14. The member states could decide that every four years (or at some other set interval) the General Assembly would be constituted at the highest level: the heads of delegation would be the heads of state and government.

15.
The hemispheric summits would thus assume a formal, permanent structure.  At the same time, they would receive institutional and logistical support at an appropriate level, rather than the minimal support they now receive.  The OAS would have a stronger foundation and more solid political objectives, and this would justify its role in the summit process.  Essentially, efforts would not be duplicated, unnecessary expenses would be eliminated, and the reduction of multilateral exercises would produce a unified hemispheric agenda.
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