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The Secretary of the Permanent Council of the Organization presents his compliments to the permanent representatives and is pleased to inform them that, at the request of the permanent representatives of the member states of the Central American Integration System (SICA) (a copy of which is attached), the Chair has convened a special session of the Council for Sunday, October 17, 2004, at 3:00 p.m. in the Hall of the Americas to review the situation in Nicaragua.
[Stamp: Republic of Nicaragua, Central America]

Permanent Mission of Nicaragua

to the Organization of American States, Washington, D.C.

October 16, 2004

Ambassador Aristides Royo
Chair of the Permanent Council

Permanent Representative of Panama

to the Organization of American States

Excellency:


I have the honor to address Your Excellency to request you kindly to convene a special meeting of the Permanent Council for tomorrow, Sunday, October 17, 2004, at 3:00 p.m., pursuant to the resolution of the Meeting of the Presidents of the Member States of the Central American Integration System in Support of Democracy in Nicaragua, which I attach.


Thanking you in advance for your attention to this matter, I wish to avail myself of the opportunity to convey to Your Excellency renewed assurances of my highest consideration.






Carmen Marina Gutiérrez Salazar,






Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua

RESOLUTION OF THE MEETING OF PRESIDENTS

OF MEMBER STATES OF THE CENTRAL AMERICAN INTEGRATION SYSTEM
IN SUPPORT OF DEMOCRACY IN NICARAGUA

THE MEETING OF CENTRAL AMERICAN PRESIDENTS,


BEARING IN MIND the Inter-American Democratic Charter and the Framework Treaty on Democratic Security in Central America;


CONSIDERING:



That the Central American peoples have a right to democracy and their governments the obligation to provide it and defend it;



That the effective exercise of representative democracy is the basis of the rule of law and of the constitutional regimes of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS);



That one of the purposes of the Central American Integration System (SICA) is to consolidate representative democracy and strengthen its institutions;



That threats to democracy in any of the member states of SICA constitute a collective challenge to the System as a whole, that requires Central American solidarity and action; and

HAVING HEARD the statement by President Enrique Bolaños Geyer regarding the current state of the democratic institutional process in his country,

RESOLVES:

1. To express its support for democracy in Nicaragua and its institutions.

2. To express its concern at recent events in that country that posed a serious threat to the democratic institutional system, the rule of law, democratic governance, and the legitimate exercise of power.

3. To express its solidarity with the people and Government of Nicaragua.

4. To instruct the permanent representatives of the member states of the Central American Integration System to the OAS to call immediately for a meeting of the Permanent Council to consider the risk to the democratic political and institutional process and the legitimate exercise of power in Nicaragua; to request assistance for strengthening and preserving democratic institutions in that country and to arrange for an urgent visit by a Mission to Nicaragua.

5. To reiterate its recognition of the work of the President of the Republic of Nicaragua in his efforts to strengthen and preserve democracy in his country and to eradicate corruption: principles and values to which the whole region is committed.
Done in the city of Managua, in the Republic of Nicaragua, on this sixteenth day of October, in the year two thousand four.

For the Government of Belize



For the Government of Costa Rica

Moisés Cal





Roberto Tovar Faja
For the Government of the Republic


For the Government of the Republic

of El Salvador





of Guatemala

Elías Antonio Saca




Oscar Berger

For the Government of the Republic of


For the Government of the Republic of

Honduras





Panama

Ricardo Maduro




Samuel Lewis
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