- 12 -



PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 
CP/CG-1806/09 



1 June 2009


GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Spanish

REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE

(For the 2008-2009 period)

A. AUTHORITIES

The General Committee, in compliance with Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, was installed at a meeting held on July 15, 2008. Comprising one representative from each member state, it was chaired by the Chair and Vice Chair of the Permanent Council in accordance with the terms of Article 15 of those same Rules of Procedure.

The Committee began its work on February 18, 2009, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Osmar V. Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS, and with Ambassador Carlos Sosa Coello, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the OAS, serving as vice chair.

From April to June 2009 it was chaired by Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada, with Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti, serving as vice chair.

B. ALLOCATION OF TOPICS

On June 30, 2008, the Permanent Council, pursuant to Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure and in accordance with the functions set forth in Article 16 thereof, agreed that the General Committee would be responsible for considering the mandates of thirteen resolutions adopted at the 38th regular session of the General Assembly and of nine annual reports from organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (CP/doc. 4325/08).

At its inaugural meeting on February 18, 2009, it adopted its work plan (CP/CG-1756/09) and working methodology. Eight meetings were held between February and May, which received and considered the draft resolutions submitted by the permanent missions (23), the annual reports assigned to it (9), and other reports requested by the General Assembly (6). At the end of its work, the General Committee referred to the Permanent Council, for its consideration, twenty-two approved draft resolutions, one draft resolution that could not be considered because it was submitted under Other Business at the last meeting, and two reports. 

C. WORKING MEETINGS 

At its first meeting, held on February 18, 2009, the General Committee considered and adopted its work plan and working methodology (CP/CG-1765/09). It heard and noted presentations on the following reports: “Support for Enhanced Interregional Cooperation with the African Union” [AG/RES. 2419 (XXXVIII-O/08)], presented on behalf of the Secretary General by Ms. Irene Klinger, Acting Secretary for External Relations; “Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” [AG/RES. 2371 (XXXVIII-O/08)], presented by the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), Ms. Carmen Lomellin; “Support for the Inter-American Commission of Women” [AG/RES. 2374 (XXXVIII-O/08)], also presented by the Executive Secretary of the CIM.

At its second meeting, held on April 8, 2009, the Committee heard presentations on the following annual reports: Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), given by that organization’s Director, Dr. Mirta Roses (CP/doc. 4368/09 and add. 1); Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN), given by the President of the IIN’s Directing Council, Mr. Mario Viquez (CP/doc. 4370/09 and addenda); Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD), given by Judge Andre Surena (CP/doc. 4367/09); Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) (CP/doc. 4384/09), given by the Acting Executive Secretary, Ms. Mercedes Kremenetzky.

It also heard and took note of the presentation on the report “Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors” (CP/doc. 4370/09 add. 1) given by the Director General of the Inter-American Children’s Institute, Ms. María de los Dolores Aguilar de Marmolejo, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2432 (XXXVIII-O/08). It was agreed to postpone consideration of the draft resolution on this topic (CP/CG-1765/09 rev. 1), presented by the Delegation of Uruguay, to give the delegations sufficient time to consult with their authorities.

The meeting also considered the draft resolution (presented by the Delegation of Peru) on the “Twentieth Pan American Child Congress.” The General Committee agreed to refer the draft resolution to the Permanent Council for consideration, with the recommendation that, as indicated in Article 123 of the OAS Charter, it submit the draft agenda and rules of procedure for that Congress for consideration by the member states.

It also heard a presentation of the Secretary General’s report on the “Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (PIA)” given by the Acting Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), made in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2425 (XXXVIII-O/08) and contained in document CP/CG-1761/09 corr. 1. The General Committee took note of the report presented to it and ordered its transmission to the Permanent Council.

At a meeting held on April 22, 2009, the General Committee heard a presentation on “Strengthening the Role of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Organization of American States,” given by Dr. Sébastien Sigouin, Director of International Policies and Relations of the Canadian Human Rights Commission. Consideration of the report and draft resolution presented by the Delegation of Canada (CP/CG-1770/09) was postponed for a future meeting, to give the delegations sufficient time to consult with their authorities.

It also heard a presentation on “Follow-up to the Symposium on Delimitation, Demarcation, Reaffirmation, and Maintenance in Support of Peace, Stability, Cross-border Cooperation and Development,” held in Maputo, Mozambique, on December 17-19, 2008, given by Dr. Victor Rico, Director of the Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions. The General Committee thanked Dr. Víctor Rico and tool note of his presentation.

It then heard the “Report on the Work of the General Secretariat in the Field of Electoral Cooperation and Observation, 2008-2009,” given by Mr. Pablo Gutiérrez, Director of the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation of the Secretariat of Political Affairs (DECO) in accordance with resolutions AG/RES. 2422 (XXXVIII-O/08) and AG/RES. 2428 (XXXVIII-O/08). The Committee expressed its gratitude and took note of this presentation. 

Presentations were heard about the draft resolutions on “Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Creation and Installation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the 40th anniversary of the Adoption of the American Convention on Human Rights (Pact of San José, Costa Rica), and the 30th Anniversary of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights,” presented by the Delegations of Costa Rica, Chile, Colombia, and Mexico (CP/CG-1766/09) and on “The 50th Anniversary of the Creation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the 40th Anniversary of the Adoption of the American Convention on Human Rights, and the 30th Anniversary of the Installation of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights,” presented by the Argentine Republic (CP/doc. 1768/09). The Chair of the General Committee proposed postponing consideration of these two draft resolutions, to which the meeting agreed, and it was suggested that given the similarity of the two drafts, the proposing delegations should meet and submit a single draft resolution for consideration by the General Committee.

At its meeting on April 29, the General Committee received the Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) (CP/doc. 4382/09), presented by Ms. Graciela Piedras, Principal Specialist of the CITEL, and the Annual Report of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (CP/doc. 4388/09).

It studied the draft resolution “Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” (CP/CG-1771/09), presented by the Delegation of Chile. The decision on this draft resolution was postponed for a future meeting in order to give the delegations sufficient time to conduct the consultations deemed necessary. 

It also considered the draft resolution “Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions at the Organization of American States” (CP/CG-1775/09), presented by the Delegation of Canada. Given that there were delegations that had received no instructions from their foreign ministries and were consequently unprepared to join a consensus, the General Committee decided to postpone its decision until the next meeting.

The Delegation of Chile presented the draft resolution “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women” (CP/CG-1772/09), which was approved without changes and was referred to the Permanent Council for its consideration.

Consideration continued of the Permanent Council’s draft report on “Strengthening the Role of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Organization of American States” and its draft resolution (CP/CG-1770/09 rev. 1). The General Committee adopted the report that was presented (CP/CG-1770/09 rev.2) and decided to postpone, until a later meeting, its decision on the draft resolution (CP/CG-1770/09 add. 1).

The delegations of Costa Rica and Argentina reported that they had finished their informal negotiations on the draft resolution “The 50th Anniversary of the Creation and Installation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the 40th Anniversary of the Adoption of the American Convention on Human Rights (Pact of San José, Costa Rica), and the 30th Anniversary of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights” (CP/CG-1766/09 rev. 1) and that they were ready to present it at the next meeting of the General Committee, thus allowing the time necessary for the corresponding translations to be prepared. The Delegations of Brazil and Paraguay asked to be included as joint sponsors of this new draft resolution. The Delegation of Nicaragua presented one paragraph for the preamble and one operative paragraph for consideration during the next discussion of this draft (CP/CG-1779/09).

At the meeting held on May 6, 2009, eleven draft resolutions and one draft report were considered.

Consideration continued of the draft resolution presented at the previous meeting by the Delegation of Chile on the “Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” (CP/CG-1771/09), which was approved and referred to the Permanent Council for its consideration and subsequent transmission to the General Assembly.

Consideration also continued of the draft resolution presented by the Delegation of Canada on “Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions at the Organization of American States” (CP/CG-1775/09), which was also approved and referred to the consideration of the Permanent Council.

The Delegation of the United States presented the draft resolution “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality,” (CP/doc. 1778/09) which was approved ad referendum of Venezuela.

The Delegation of Chile presented the draft resolution “Human Rights and the Elderly” (CP/CG-1780/09), for which the Delegation of Peru asked to be included as a joint sponsor. Several delegation spoke on the topic of this draft resolution, requesting amendments and proposing new paragraphs. The General Committee decided to postpone its decision on this draft resolution until a reviewed document, containing the proposals made by the meeting, could be presented.

“Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance Among the Member States” (CP/CG-1782/09) was presented by the Delegation of the Argentine Republic. Several delegations spoke about this draft resolution and proposed amendments to it, and so it was decided to postpone a decision on it until a future meeting of the General Committee.

Consideration continued of the draft resolution on “Strengthening the Role of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Organization of American States” (CP/CG-1770/09 rev.2 add.1). Following a lengthy debate, the draft resolution was approved with the suggested amendments.

The Delegation of Mexico presented the draft report and draft resolution on “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere” (CP/CG-1791/09 and CP/CG-1784/09, respectively), which were approved ad referendum of the United States.

The Delegation of Canada also presented the draft resolution on “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CP/CG-1785/09), consideration of which, at the request of several delegations, was postponed.

The Delegation of Chile presented the draft resolution on “Strengthening the Activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas” (CP/CG-1787/09), which was approved without changes. 

The draft resolution on “Promoting Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere” (CP/CG-1786/09) was presented by the Delegation of Canada. At the request of several delegations, in order to receive the necessary instructions from their authorities, consideration of this draft resolution was postponed for a future meeting of the Committee.

Finally, the meeting returned to the consideration of the draft resolution presented by the Delegations of Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, and Mexico on “The 50th Anniversary of the Creation and Installation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the 40th Anniversary of the Adoption of the American Convention on Human Rights (Pact of San José, Costa Rica), and the 30th Anniversary of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights” (CP/CG-1766/09 rev. 1) and the new paragraphs proposed by the Delegation of Nicaragua (CP/CG-1779/09). Following a lengthy debate, the General Committee resolved to continue with its consideration of this draft resolution at a future meeting.

At the meeting of the General Committee held on May 12, 2009, six draft resolutions were considered: 

The Delegation of Peru presented the draft resolution “XX Pan American Child Congress – Inter-American Specialized Conference” (CP/CG-1789/09), which was approved without changes.

The draft resolution “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CP/CG-1785/09 rev. 1) and the proposed changes submitted by the Delegation of Venezuela (CP/CG-1795/09) were considered, and the decision on them were postponed until the next meeting of the General Committee.

The Delegation of El Salvador presented the draft resolution “Consumer Protection” (CP/CG-1790/09), consideration of which was postponed until a future meeting. 

Consideration continued of the draft resolution “Promoting Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere” (CP/CG-1786/09 rev. 1) and, once again, the decision on it was postponed until the changes proposed by the meeting could be incorporated.

Consideration also continued of the draft resolution “Human Rights and the Elderly” (CP/CG-1780/09 rev. 1), which was approved with the changes suggested by the meeting. 

The meeting once again turned its attention to the draft resolution “The 50th Anniversary of the Creation and Installation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the 40th Anniversary of the Adoption of the American Convention on Human Rights (Pact of San José, Costa Rica), and the 30th Anniversary of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights” (CP/CG-1766/09 rev. 2) and of the notes from the permanent missions of Nicaragua (CP/CG-1785/09 rev. 1 and CP/CG-1795/09), decision on which was once again postponed in order to incorporate the changes proposed by the meeting. 

The penultimate meeting of the General Committee was held on May 14, 2009, in order to study nine draft resolutions.

The draft resolution on “The 50th Anniversary of the Creation and Installation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the 40th Anniversary of the Adoption of the American Convention on Human Rights (Pact of San José, Costa Rica), and the 30th Anniversary of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights” (CP/CG-1766/09 rev. 3), along with the proposals made by the Delegation of Nicaragua (CP/CG-1779/09) and the Delegation of Venezuela (CP/CG-1794/09), was studied and approved by the General Committee ad referendum of Nicaragua (CP/CG-1766/09 rev. 4).

The draft resolution “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CP/CG-1785/09 rev. 2) was approved with the amendments proposed by the meeting.

The Delegation of Colombia presented the draft resolution “Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices” (CP/CG-1797/09), which was jointly sponsored by the Delegation of Honduras. It was approved with the changes proposed by the meeting. 

The draft resolution “Consumer Protection” (CP/CG-1790/09) was presented by the Delegation of El Salvador. The General Committee resolved to postpone its decision until a future meeting, after a review of the document to include the suggestions made by the other delegations.

Consideration was again given to the draft resolution on “Promoting Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere” (CP/CG-1786/09 rev. 2), which was approved with the changes suggested by the meeting. 

The Delegation of Canada presented the draft resolution on “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Reports of the Organs, Agencies, and Entities of the Organization of American States” (CP/CG-1792/09), which was approved with the changes suggested by the meeting.

Consideration was again given to the draft resolution “Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States” (CP/CG-1782/09 rev. 1 corr. 1). The General Committee postponed its decision pending the presentation of a revised version of the document including the changes proposed by the meeting. 

The draft resolution “Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors” (CP/CG-1765/09 rev. 3) originally presented by the Delegation of Uruguay and jointly sponsored by the Delegations of Colombia, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Brazil, Chile, Bahamas, Ecuador, Venezuela, Panama, Dominican Republic, Mexico, and Guatemala, was approved ad referendum of the United States following a fourth recess for its negotiation among the Delegations of Uruguay, Argentina, and the United States.

The Delegation of Mexico presented the draft resolution on “Hemispheric Cooperation to Prepare for and Respond to Communicable Diseases, Including the A (H1N1) Influenza” (CP/CG-1798/09). Since the delegations had not had enough time to consult with other authorities, it was decided to postpone consideration until a future meeting.

At its last meeting, held on May 20, 2009, the General Committee considered the remaining six draft resolutions.

The draft resolution “Support for Socioeconomic Development and Sustainable Political Stability in Haiti” (CP/CG-1803/09 corr. 1) was presented by the Delegation of Haiti, with the Delegations of Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, United States, Jamaica, Mexico, Peru, Dominican Republic, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Trinidad and Tobago, Paraguay, and Venezuela acting as joint sponsors. The Delegation of Nicaragua requested the inclusion of a footnote and, with that inclusion, it was approved. 

The Delegation of the United States presented the draft resolution “Support for Enhanced Interregional Cooperation with the African Union” (CP/CG-1799/09), which was approved with the changes proposed by the meeting.

Work continued on the draft resolution originally presented by the Delegation of Mexico on “Hemispheric Cooperation to Prepare for and Respond to Communicable Diseases, Including the A (H1N1) Influenza” (CP/CG-1798/09 rev. 1), which was approved without changes.

The draft resolution “Consumer Protection” (CP/CG-1790/09 rev. 1) was approved without changes.

Work also continued with the draft resolution on “Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States” (CP/CG-1782/09 rev. 2), which was approved without changes. 

Finally, the Delegation of the Dominican Republic presented the draft resolution “Celebrating 50 years of Awarding Fellowships – Reaffirming Support for the OAS Scholarship Program and Institutional Cooperation in Higher Education” (CP/CG-1800/09). The General Committee approved the draft resolution presented with certain changes.

Under other business, the Delegation of Brazil presented, without classification, the “Follow-up on the Declaration of Recife”; absent the corresponding translations and since this was the final scheduled meeting, the General Committee referred this to the consideration of the Permanent Council with classification CP/CG-1804/09.

D. ANNUAL REPORTS
The General Committee received eight annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization. Only the Inter-American Indian Institute (III), which was to have submitted a closing report on the institution, failed to do so. 
Under general observations and recommendations, the General Committee underscored the presentation of all the reports within the statutory time allowed and acknowledged their contribution to promotion of the principles and objectives of the Organization and of the inter-American system  It also urged the organs, agencies, and entities to include a section with the quantifiable outcomes achieved pursuant to the provisions of previous General Assembly resolutions and to adopt their respective reports, in accordance with the appropriate procedures, at least 120 days prior to the regular session of the General Assembly.
Following are the specific observations and recommendations for each report:
· Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) – The Annual Report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) to the General Assembly (CP/doc. 4368/09 and add. 1) was presented by the Director of PAHO, Dr. Mirta Roses, at the meeting of April 8, 2009.  Her presentation was accompanied by two videos entitled “Annual Report of the Director” and “Vaccination: An Act of Love.” 
Dr. Roses said that PAHO’s work was shaped by its five-year Strategic Plan (2008-2012) founded upon the principles and areas for action established in the Health Agenda for the Americas. She said that that Plan was in line with the Eleventh General Programme of Work and medium-term Strategic Plan of the World Heath Organization. 
After listening to the presentation by the Director of PAHO and the comments and observations of the delegations of Mexico, Peru, United States, Venezuela, Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, Honduras, Colombia, Costa Rica, Bolivia and Haiti, the General Committee expressed its appreciation to Dr. Roses and congratulated her on PAHO’s work to enhance the health of the people of the Americas. It took note of the report that had been presented and decided to forward it to the Permanent Council for submission to the General Assembly at its next regular session.
· Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) – The Annual Report (CP/doc.4370/09 and addenda) was presented by the Director of the IIN Directing Council, Mr. Mario Viquez at the meeting of April 8, 2009.
Mr.Viquez commented on actions undertaken by the Office of the Director General, which is the Institute’s operational organ, pursuant to mandates and recommendation received from OAS organs and the Institute’s own organs, within the framework of the IIN Action Plan 2007-2011, adopted by the IIN Directing Council at its 82nd Regular Meeting  He pointed out that those actions were being conducted in three principal areas: promotion and protection of human rights, the legal area, and communication and information, and he explained what had been achieved in each area. 
In thanking Mr. Viquez for his presentation of the report and while expressing its support for the work of the IIN and stressing its achievements over the year as a whole, the United States delegation wished to establish that it disagreed with some of the information presented, above all with respect to the agenda and rules of procedure of the Congress approved at the 83rd Meeting of the Directing Council. The delegation said that it was its understanding that they had been approved as drafts and not adopted in their final form, as the report suggested. The delegation also urged the IIN to increase its coordination with the technical areas of the OAS General Secretariat, especially with the Department of Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, which had particular expertise regarding resolution AG/RES. 2432 (XXXVIII-O/08).
The General Committee expressed special appreciation for the presence of Mr. Mario Viquez and agreed to take note of the Annual Report of the Institute, as well as the comments and observations of the delegations of Costa Rica, United States, Mexico, Argentina, Peru, Canada, Chile, Bolivia, Uruguay and Jamaica. It decided to refer the report to the Permanent Council, for submission to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session.
· Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD) – The Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4367/09) was presented by its Vice President, Judge Andre Surena, at the meeting of April 8, 2009.
Judge Surena briefly described the composition of the Administrative Tribunal. He mentioned that for the first time in the history of the Tribunal a meeting had been held away from headquarters thanks to the invitation extended by Judge Alma Montenegro of Panama. That had led to a fruitful exchange of views with leading figures in the Panamanian Government.  He also pointed out that the Tribunal had been using teleconferencing to conduct interviews and that that had saved a considerable amount of money. He said it had proved to be a very efficient way to work and that the idea was to use it in future meetings of TRIBAD.
Judge Surena also announced that work was being done on amendments to the Statute and Rules of Procedure of the Tribunal, which, if approved, would reduce both costs and processing times and render the whole system more efficient. He added that all parties would benefit from those savings.
The delegations of the United States and Mexico requested that the annual report be remitted to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, given its financial implications.
The General Committee thanked Judge Surena for coming and congratulated the Tribunal on the major work it had carried out. It also agreed to transmit the report, along with the observations and comments of the delegations, to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session, as well as to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for it to consider its possible budgetary and financial implications.
· Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) – The Annual Report of the CIM (CP/doc. 4384/09) was presented by its Executive Secretary a.i., Ms. Mercedes Krementzky, at the meeting held on April 8, 2009.

Ms. Kremenetzky gave the presentation on behalf of the President of the CIM, Minister Laura Albornoz Pollmann. She noted that during the period covered by the report, the CIM held the 34th Assembly of Delegates of the CIM was held, which elected a new Executive Committee; the 3rd meeting of Ministers responsible for the Advancement of Women also took place. She also explained that the current Executive Committee had set itself the goal of achieving, over the 2008-2010 period, the political repositioning of the CIM and of ensuring that the gender agenda was not merely of interest to authorities responsible for women, or their delegates, but would also consolidate its integration at the regional and global levels. She said that gender-based violence, human smuggling and trafficking, HIV-AIDS, the political participation of women, their economic autonomy and work, gender and the environment, and strengthening the institutionality of gender had been set as thematic priorities.

She also referred to the work carried out by the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM as the Technical Secretariat of the Mechanism for Follow up on the Implementation of the Convention de Belém do Pará (MESECVI) at the Second Conference of the MESECVI States Parties, which adopted the Rules of Procedure of the Conference of States Parties, the Declaration, Conclusions, and Agreements of the Conference, the national reports, and the hemispheric report.

She reported that another important topic addressed by the CIM was the projects it carried out in Central America and Caribbean that seek to encourage the formulation and implementation of comprehensive policies and programs to prevent violence and HIV-AIDS and to offer treatment women who suffer from them. 

She said that progress had been made in addressing the question of women’s human rights through an examination of the commonalities between HIV-AIDS and violence against women with the publication of a pamphlet and an on-line training course for personnel responsible for health care and gender matters, held at CARICOM in December 2008.

She also reported that, as a priority topic for the CIM, it had begun to work on the topic of gender and natural disasters by preparing a study for the incorporation of a gender perspective into natural disaster mitigation in Latin America and the Caribbean, explaining that it studied the particular vulnerabilities of women in the face of natural disasters and the best way to mitigate and respond to their effects. 

She also noted that a study into gender and global warming had been carried, exploring the links between climate change and gender with a view to formulating recommendations on the best methods and mechanisms for incorporating gender into public policies on climate change.

The Delegations of Uruguay, Chile, Peru, United States, Venezuela, Mexico, and Costa Rica addressed the topic and thanked the Executive Secretary a.i. for her presentation. The General Committee congratulated the CIM for its work in promoting the rights of women in the Hemisphere, and particularly for its assistance in integrating gender awareness within the General Secretariat and for the major steps taken with the implementation of the IAP; it proposed that the report and the member states’ observations and comments be conveyed to the Permanent Council for it, in turn, to transmit them to the next regular session of the General Assembly, which the meeting agreed to do. 

· Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) – At its meeting held on April 29, 2009, the General Committee heard a presentation of the annual report of the CITEL given by Ms. Graciela Piedras, Principal Specialist in Telecommunications (CP/doc.4382/09).

Ms. Piedras gave her presentation with the assistance of PowerPoint (CP/CG-1783/09) and, after a brief overview of the CITEL, she explained that the focus of its work emphasized collaboration and coordination with regional and international telecommunications agencies and with credit and development agencies; the training of government officials and executives from the private sector; encouraging the definition of common positions; and determining the region’s telecommunications priorities.

She also explained that, today, communications come in many formats and are in constant evolution and she pointed to the major progress made in the growth of the information society. 

She explained that CITEL’s focuses on six main areas: policy coordination and regulation; technical standardization; procedural issues; training; regional and international cooperation; and the dissemination of information. In particular, she described the results obtained in those areas during 2008.

She also spoke of the activities programmed for 2009 and 2010 with the different workshops, seminars, and meetings to be held, culminating with the Fifth Assembly of CITEL, to be held in Mexico.

The General Committee thanked Ms. Piedras for her presentation and took note of the report annual and of the comments made by the Delegations of Argentina, Uruguay, Mexico, the United States, and Peru, which expressed their gratitude for the important work carried out by CITEL; the meeting agreed to convey it to the Permanent Council with a view to its subsequent transmission to the 39th regular session of the General Assembly.

· Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) – Because of timetabling and budgetary considerations, the annual report was submitted directly for consideration by the General Committee at its meeting on April 29, 2009.


The General Committee took note of the report annual (CP/doc.4388/09) and emphasized the activities carried out: in particular, its projects in the areas of spatial data infrastructure, territorial zoning, new global history applied to the Americas, and its response to emergency situations caused by natural disasters; it also urged it to continue with its efforts to design and finalize the “Pan American Agenda 2010-2020” and the establishment of the “Pan American Laboratory for Natural Disaster Observation.” It was agreed to convey it to the Permanent Council and to the General Assembly, with the comments made by the Delegations of the United States and Mexico, which emphasized the importance of the PAIGH’s work in the Americas.

· Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) – The annual report was presented to the Permanent Council of the Organization by Dr. Chelston W. D. Brathwaite, Director General of IICA, this being the last year of his mandate. 


Dr. Brathwaite presented the Institute’s new outlook on food security in the Americas, explaining that the aim was to establish it as a priority in the Hemisphere, not only in order to address current needs, but also to prevent an even worse situation in the future. 


The representatives of Argentina, Costa Rica, United States, and Uruguay thanked the Director General of IICA for his presentation, and they acknowledged the work of the Institute and its Director in the fields of agriculture, health, agritourism, agroenergy, and others. The Permanent Representative of Belize, on behalf of the members of CARICOM, acknowledge the importance of IICA’s work in supporting the member states and announced that the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Agriculture would take place in Jamaica in October 2009.

The Permanent Council thanked Dr. Chelston Brathwaite for the leadership shown in the field of international agricultural development, and the Permanent Council took note of the report he had presented.

· Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) – The annual report of CIDI (CP/doc.4394/09 and CP/doc. 4394/09 add. 1) was presented by Ambassador Efrén Cocíos, Permanent Representative of Ecuador and President of the Fourteenth Regular Meeting of CIDI, to the Permanent Council of the Organization on May 13, 2009.

In speaking of the activities carried out by CIDI and its subsidiary organs, the delegations emphasized the importance of continuing to promote hemispheric dialogue and of stepping up efforts to strengthen partnerships among the member states to support integral development and, in particular, to help eliminate poverty in the Americas. They also thanked Ambassador Cocíos for presenting the report, for the leadership shown during the 2008-2009 period, and for the actions undertaken to respond to the mandates entrusted to CIDI and its subsidiary organs. The delegations also thanked the Executive Secretary for Integral Development, Ambassador Alfonso Quiñónez and his team, for the support they had given this political body.
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