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DRAFT 

DECLARATION OF COCHABAMBA ON "Enhancing FOOD SECURITY and nutritionWITH SOVEREIGNTY IN THE AMERICAS"

(Presented by the Delegation of the Plurinational State of Bolivia)

THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), gathered in Cochabamba, Plurinational State of Bolivia, on the occasion of the forty-second regular session of the OAS General Assembly,

CONSIDERING that ["Living Well" (Vivir Bien)] needs to be promoted among the populations of the Americas, which means establishing the conditions needed for individuals and society to develop their full potential in harmony with nature 
[BEARING IN MIND that a nutritious diet is a fundamental prerequisite for Living Well and that therefore it is necessary to strengthen all aspects of food production, access, and consumption for men and women in the region, in the framework of the multiple and diverse dietary knowledge, customs and practices of our peoples];

RECOGNIZING the that, in essence, food is not a commodity but a gift from Mother Earth that allows life to begin and regenerate and perpetuate humankind; paramount importance of increased and improved investment in agriculture for achieving food security and nutrition for all.
BEARING IN MIND that some 925 million people in the world are suffering from malnutrition or chronic hunger, approximately 45 million of them in Latin America and the Caribbean, nine percent of that region's population;
BEARING IN MIND ALSO that an inadequate diet can be correlated with nontransmissible chronic diseases, such as obesity, diabetes, and high blood pressure which are gradually affecting all the countries of the Americas; 
RECOGNIZING that there are major gaps among and within the countries of the region with respect to nutrition, because while some countries have made significant progress toward eliminating hunger and malnutrition, in others these problems are still manifestations of the poverty of their populations, affecting the most vulnerable segments, such as children under five years of age, school-age children, pregnant and breastfeeding women, older persons, and indigenous populations; 

RECOGNIZING ALSO that the direct problems of developing countries have to do with the impact of multiple and simultaneously occuring -- energy, financial, climatic, and food -- crises; Furthermore, that the food crisis triggers greater demand for food, [DEL: higher and more] [ADD: excessively] volatile food prices,. The problems of countries with hunger and malnutrition issues have worsened and countries that are net importers of food face ever more daunting challenges;
RECOGNIZING, TOO, that demand for food is growing and that the Americas region has high potential  to produce large quantities  of food, which could benefit the food exporting countries and at the same time those that need to import them in a framework of open and transparent trade and science-based standards:] [ADD: FREE FROM TRADE-DISTORTING MEASURES].
 Alternative Peruvian—Canadian proposal
TOMANDO EN CUENTA que en nuestra región existe una significativa cantidad de pequeños productores y comunidades dedicadas a la provisión de alimentos, aunque su resulta de vital importancia se va reduciendo de forma sostenida, debido sobre todo a: la baja que los Estados Miembros incrementemos la  inversión del gasto pública en el sector agropecuario e implementemos políticas que promuevan la modernización de la industria agropecuaria; presión de modelos de desarrollo agrario que privilegian a la moderna industria agropecuaria; existencia de políticas comerciales que van en desmedro de estos productores; transferencias y donaciones de alimentos que desincentivan la producción; y ausencia de las condiciones mínimas para que los pequeños productores puedan vivir de lo que producen
ACKNOWLEDGING that there are a series of problems in the region with regard to food production, access, and consumption that are exacerbated by [] severe weather, shortage of water, and climate change, s,that could have negative impact on agricultural producers, particularly g the poorest farmers and populations t. Furthermore, that production processes are increasingly dependent on a global economy and on privatization of the use of seeds and less dependent on decisions taken by the States and farmers in our countries. 

ACKNOWLEDGING, TOO, that most of the countries in the region have made major progress with social programs and some of them have developed more comprehensive and complementary activities 
BEARING IN MIND that nutritional food security exists when everyone enjoys at all times physical, social, and economic access to harmless, sufficient, nutritional, and culturally appropriate food with which to satisfy his or her nutritional needs and lead an active, healthy life; Food security exists when all people, at all times, have physical, social and economic access to sufficient safe and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life. 

CONSIDERING that food sovereignty means the ability of states and peoples, either independently or as a region, to exercise their sovereign right to freely establish and implement their food and nutrition policies geared to achieving nutritional food security; to organize food production, access, and consumption in accordance with the needs of their populations; and to assign priority to the production of food by small, family- and community-based farmers, and to the local consumption of food; 

BEARING IN MIND that, in the framework of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), , the human right to food is exercised  realized when every man, woman, or child, either alone or in common with others, has at all times physical and economic access to adequate food or to the means of obtaining it,.
CONSIDERING that the simultaneous achievement of food security with sovereignty in the context of fulfillment of the right to food requires a new, more just, equitable, and inclusive world order with respect to food. The foundations of such an order are: (i) sovereign exercise of states' rights to decide on aspects relating to food production, access, and consumption in their territories, and to assign priority to national production and consumption of food; (ii) comprehensive and complementary national, and regional, and global actions relating to food production, access, and consumption; (iii) innovative,, sustainable and science-based food and agriculture policies and practices in harmony with nature and the rights of Mother Earth; (iv) fulfillment of the human right to food, with an emphasis on the vulnerable and poorest segments of the population; and (v) the establishment of new institutional mechanisms for handling food-related issues;

,
DECLARE:
1. Their decision that the "Knowing how to Eat in order to Live Well" philosophy must guide both public policies with a comprehensive and multisectoral approach and private and community actions to guarantee food production, access, and consumption for men and women in order to eradicate hunger and malnutrition in the Americas agricultural policies and public investment give priority to food production and nutrition and increase the resilience of local and traditional food systems and biodiversity, with a focus on strengthening sustainable smallholder food production, reducing post harvest losses, increasing post harvest value addition, and on fostering smallholder-inclusive local, national and regional food markets including transportation, storage and processing; 

2. Their commitment to promote, at the Río+20 United Nations Conference, the incorporation of sustainable agriculture in support of food security and better nutrition food security with sovereignty and the right to adequate nutrition as one of the core objectives of sustainable development.
3. Their readiness to move ahead with the definition of the purposes, objectives, and goals of a new order with respect to food, taking into account its regional scope and its application at the national level, in the context of a roadmap to be completed in 2013.
Their acknowledgment that smallholder farmers, many of whom are women, play a central role in producing most of the food consumed locally in many developing regions and are the primary investors in agriculture in many developing countries

4. Their commitment toecognizing and fostering diversification of output, the diversity of products on the markets and on people's tables, the protection of local varieties, and promotion of food cultures and traditions, as qualitative indicators of  pro-active regional efforts within the framework of this Declaration.
5. Ensure that public policies and investment play a catalytic role in the formation of partnerships among agricultural investors, including private-public, farmer co-operative-private and private-private partnerships, to ensure that the interests of smallholders are being served and preserved by those partnerships, and recognize that, in many cases, the State has a crucial role to play in facilitating access of smallholders to credit, technical and extension services, insurance, and markets
6. Ensure that public investment, services, and policies for agriculture give due priority to enabling, supporting and complementing smallholders’ own investment with particular attention to women food producers who face specific difficulties and need specific policies and support
7. Their affirmation that this effort calls for regional commitments, in the framework of the exercise of sovereignty of states and peoples, and that common policies need to be advanced with respect to: 

a) [REMOVE: Mechanisms to prevent the commodification of genetic resources, water privatization, biopiracy and illegal transfer of genetic material, the selling off of land to foreign hands, and the involvement of monopolies and/or oligopolies in the production and marketing of seeds and food. ]

b) [REMOVE: Regulation to punish financial speculation based on food production and marketing].

c) Prioritizing domestic supply with domestic and regional production.

d) Promoting fair and open trade in agricultural produce and review of trade policies that hurt the small farmer.

e) Regulating food transfers and donations in the framework of solidarity between states and peoples while avoiding the creation of dependency. 

f) Control of eExcessive volatility in food prices [REMOVE: and speculation] in food product markets.
g) Encouraging intra-regional marketing of foods, especially agroecological products, from communities and small farmers. 

h) 
i) b) Promoting a significant expansion of agricultural research and development, and its funding, including by strengthening the work of the reformed CGIAR, supporting national research systems, public universities and research institutions, and promoting technology transfer, sharing of knowledge and practices, including for family farming, and capacity building through North-South and South-South cooperation; 

j) c) Supporting the development, or review, by Member Countries, of comprehensive national food security strategies which are country-owned and led, evidence-based and inclusive of all key partners at national level, in particular civil society, women’s and farmers’ organizations, and which establish policy coherence in respective sectors, including national economic policies, to address food price volatility; 

k)  Establishing and enforcing lLegal frameworks to ensure the safety of food products and support science-based policies in this regard  protect the population against malnutrition, with emphasis on controlling the marketing of foods that harm human health. 
8. Their determination to promote, in the region, preparation or strengthening of a Food and Nutrition Security Plan (2014-2025), or its equivalent for each country, based on comprehensive, multisectoral, and participatory planning and implementation of programs and projects linking food production, access, and consumption, taking into consideration the following strategies: 

a) Creating better conditions and capacities for production and consumption of healthier, safer, more nutritious, agroecological, and culturally-appropriate foods for men and women and for access thereto, with emphasis on urban areas.

b) Encouraging improved sustainable  food production and consumption patterns.

c) Empowerment and strengthening of poor and vulnerable smallholder farmers, particularly women family farming, small farmers, and peasant, indigenous, and native communities, people of African descent, cooperatives and other systems of associations, and medium-size farmers, equitably between men and women. 

d) Development of processes for proper nutritional education and promotion of micro-nutrients and biofortified foods.

e) Transition from social safety-net programs towards more comprehensive, structural, and long-term programs.

f) Health protection and equal access for men and women to health services?as a result of comprehensive and multisectoral interventions.

9. Their determination to promote and strengthen, within the countries of the region, the development of public policies, programs, and incentives to reduce the pressures of food production on ecosystems that are fragile and unsuitable for agricultural activities; avoid soil degradation, water pollution, strictly control the use in agricultural production of agrochemicals and substances that could be that are harmful to the environment and to human health; promote services for improvedl access to farming technologies, technical assistance, health, and safety; and promote processes for risk management, natural disaster emergency plans, and climate change adaptation plans for food security.
10. Their commitment to promoting in the region public policies aimed at achieving [REMOVE: a more equitable distribution of land and other natural resources for] [ADD: sufficient] increased food production, as well as for the effective exercise of the right to water, through programs to ensure good governance of and expand fair equitable access to natural resources and secure tenure of land, fisheries and forests ater as basic requirements for achieving proper nutrition. 
11. Their commitment to advancing biodiversity protection in the region by preventing the introduction of agricultural technology packages involving genetically-modified seeds of species – for which the countries of the region are centers of origin or diversity – which pose a threat to the genetic heritage, biodiversity, and health of life systems, as well as to human health. 
12. Their decision to promote public policies for land devoted to agroforestry, agroforestry-pastoral, and livestock purposes. [REMOVE: in the region to be used for food production rather than for biofuel production.] 
13. Their decision that the countries of the region develop, over the next five years, the legal and institutional frameworks needed for the exercise and enforcement of the right to food, with emphasis on the poorest and most vulnerable persons in rural and urban areas, and with gender equity.

14. [REMOVE: Their commitment to promoting the establishment of a Regional Fund, with allocation of public resources from the region's developed countries, for transfer to food production, access, and consumption initiatives in the developing countries.]

15. : ADD Promote:
a) Definition of the purposes, objectives, and indicators of the new regional food order.
b) Coordinating the design and implementation of multilateral efforts in the region, within the framework of food sovereignty. 

c) Intraregional coordination for the dissemination of local scientific and technological expertise and technical assistance in the areas of food production, access, and consumption, within the framework of South-South cooperation.
d) Strengthening national and local capacities to create and analyze information and in capacities to execute and monitor policies, programs, and projects on food issues.
e) Conducting annual follow-up on fulfillment of the decisions and commitments set forth in this Declaration.
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. 
17. Their decision to promote quinoa consumption in the countries of the region, within the framework of the UN declaration of 2013 as the "International Year of Quinoa," because of its high nutritional value and important role in achieving food and nutrition security and eradication of poverty and malnutrition. 

18. [Their commitment to making every effort in the area of legal and institutional development and to allocating more public resources and encouraging greater private investment for the issues established in this Declaration, as well as to requiring international cooperation agencies working in the region to broadly and consistently support this effort.] 
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