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OF A DEMOCRATIC CULTURE THROUGH EDUCATION”
This document is being distributed to the permanent missions
and will be presented to the Permanent Council of the Organization.
Permanent Mission of Panama
Organization of American States 
Washington, D.C. 

PANAOEA-1-52

February 17, 2004
Excellency:

In my capacity as Coordinator of the Working Group, I have the honor to address Your Excellency to forward to you the revised version of the draft agenda for the Special Meeting of the Permanent Council on the topic “Promotion of a Democratic Culture through Education,” decided on in resolution AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03) and convened for March 31, 2004.

The version now being submitted to the Permanent Council reflects the concerns and suggestions of delegations on the original draft prepared by the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy and the Unit for Social Development and Education.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Juan Manuel Castulovich

Permanent Representative of Panama

Chair of the Working Group
His Excellency
Ambassador Paul Durand
Chair of the Permanent Council
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES ON “PROMOTION
OF A DEMOCRATIC CULTURE THROUGH EDUCATION”
Proposed Agenda
8:30 - 9:00 a.m.
Registration
9:00-9:45 a.m.
Opening session
1. Chair of the Permanent Council
2. Chair of the III Meeting of Ministers of Education and of the Inter-American Committee on Education
3. Secretary General of the OAS
Module I:  Diagnostic assessment of the current situation in the formal and non-formal education sectors in the OAS member states  
9:45-1:00 p.m.
· Panel 1: Diagnostic assessment of the current situation in the formal education sector, with emphasis on how educational processes are being used to foster and promote a democratic culture in basic education.  (The USDE Director will give a brief presentation on the situation in the Hemisphere and the Inter-American Committee on Education will select, on the basis of subregional representation, five ministers or vice ministers of basic education to make concise diagnostic assessments and explain the strategies and methodologies used to strengthen values training in basic education.  Special attention will be paid to strategies used with youth.  This panel will be moderated by the Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education.)
11:15 a.m.
Coffee break
1:00-2:30 p.m.
Lunch
2:30-5:30 p.m.
· Panel 2: Diagnostic assessment of the current situation in the non-formal education sector, with emphasis on how educational processes are being used to foster and promote a democratic culture.  (The UPD Director will give a brief presentation on the situation in the Hemisphere with regard to non-formal education, and civil society representatives who have done field work will be invited to make a brief assessment and present their experiences.  The following will be selected:  an individual working in this area with political parties, an NGO that has worked on the matter at the regional level, and representatives of the media involved in the issue, as well as a young leader to represent the interests of youth in the question.  This panel will be moderated by an Ambassador from the Permanent Council.)
Day two:
Module II:  Analysis of how educational processes are being used today to promote a democratic culture and how they may be used more efficiently
9:00-12:15 p.m.
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Panel 3: Experts in this area who are able to conduct a critical review of what is being done in the Hemisphere and present alternatives for action will be selected.  (Among the panelists invited will be Judith Torney-Purta, who will present the results of the USDE study “Strengthening Democracy in the Americas through Civic Education,” which examines the opinions, knowledge, and attitudes of youths concerning civic values and the teacher profile required to carry out that task and makes recommendations on strengthening democracy through education.  This panel will be moderated by an Ambassador from the Permanent Council.)
12:15-1:45 p.m.
Lunch
Module III: Toward an Inter-American Program of Democratic Values, Peace, and Human Rights
2:00-4:00 p.m.

Working Groups: Proposal for Concrete Action
4:00-4:45 p.m.
Plenary session: Presentation of proposals for concrete action for an Inter-American Program of Democratic Values.  This panel will be moderated by an Ambassador from the Permanent Council.)
4:45 p.m.
Final comments and conclusions
1. Chair of the OAS Permanent Council
2. Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education
3. General Secretariat
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