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This document is being distributed to the permanent missions
and will be presented to the Permanent Council of the Organization.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

NAMING OF AN OAS MEETING ROOM AFTER DR. JOSÉ GASPAR DE FRANCIA

(Presented by the delegation of Paraguay)

THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

CONSIDERING that the architecture of the headquarters of the OAS reflects the social and cultural differences and similarities to be found among its member states, and that therefore its meeting rooms have been named after various distinguished figures of the Americas;

RECALLING:


That Dr. José Gaspar Rodríguez de Francia directed the heroic deeds of May 14 and 15, 1811, which culminated in the independence of Paraguay from Spain;


That as a graduate of the prestigious University of Córdoba, Argentina, and Doctor of Theology, he was a major exponent of the philosophy of the Enlightenment.  That school of thought, which extolled freedom of the individual and the existence of unalienable rights to that freedom as an essential ingredient of the State, influenced the Declaration of Independence of the United States of America in 1776, the Constitution of 1787, and the French Revolution’s Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen of 1789: the fundamental texts underpinning today’s constitutionalism and the rule of law;


That Dr. José Gaspar de Francia’s political and gubernatorial work made him the leader and consolidator of his country’s independence.  The political and intellectual prowess of this Paraguayan patriot are nowhere better seen than in his foreign policy, in his Confederal Plan,  contained in his Note of July 20, 1811 addressed to the authorities (Junta Superior Gubernativa) of Buenos Aires, which constitutes a forerunner of the integration system of the southern cone countries of the Americas.  He supported a confederation of states consisting mainly of the provinces that made up the Viceroyalty of Río de la Plata and he maintained that it should be based on the sovereignty of each of the states, established in an international pact or treaty.  The ruler of Paraguay sought to form a Union or Confederation of the states that today make up MERCOSUR, for their joint defense and to strive for the well-being of the members of the Union, and for the rest of the continent, within a system of unity, friendship, and consensus based upon equal rights.


That being a man of great personal austerity, Dr. José Gaspar de Francia, was a pioneer in South America of the fight against corruption.  He insisted on high ethical standards and practices at every level of government administration and punished offenders severely.


That Paraguay’s founding father partook of the same ideals that the Liberator, Simón Bolívar, expounded in his Letter of Jamaica of 1815, as well as those of José Gervasio Artigas, founder of Uruguay, and those of José de San Martín and others.  He also shared the ideas of Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin and the founding fathers of the United States of America; and

That the naming of one of the meeting rooms after the founding father of the Paraguayan nation and one of the forerunners of Pan Americanism will be a way of rightly paying tribute to and honoring the memory of the illustrious Dr. JOSÉ GASPAR RODRIGUEZ DE FRANCIA precisely at the headquarters of the Organization of American States,

RESOLVES:
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To name the meeting room (opposite the Rubén Darío room) on the 8th floor of the Building of the Americas of the Organization of American States JOSÉ GASPAR DE FRANCIA in honor of the illustrious founding father of Paraguay.
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