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QUARTERLY REPORT TO THE PERMANENT COUNCIL ON EXPENDITURES MADE FROM FUNDS ALLOCATED UNDER CP/RES.831 (1342/02)

(Office of External Relations)

The Office of External Relations was created on July 23, 1997 by Executive Order 97-4. Its purpose is to advise the various offices of the General Secretariat and the governing bodies on all activities associated with external relations, while promoting and maintaining communication with the Permanent Observers, headquarters country of the Organization, nongovernmental organizations, academic institutions, the private sector, and nonprofit organizations, among others. The activities advanced by the OER are thus focused on fostering the exchange of information between the OAS and external institutions, increasing awareness about its activities, coordinating efforts to enhance the image of the Organization, and providing a point of contact and references for interested internal and external audiences.

In 2002, Permanent Council Resolution 831 (1342/02), paragraph j, resolved “To appropriate…...one hundred thousand dollars (US$100,000) to pursue outreach activities approved by the Permanent Council to be implemented by the Department of Public Information and the Office of External Relations or as otherwise assigned by the Permanent Council.” Of this amount, the Director of the Office of External Relations and Officer in Charge of the Department of Public Information decided to allot US$35,000 to the Office of External Relations.

During the fourth quarter of 2003, and as part of its outreach activities, the Office of External Relations used a total of US$12,341.52 of the funds allocated under CP/RES.831 (1342/02). Of this total, US$2,379.50 were used to cover the travel expenses of the Assistant Secretary General to represent the Organization at the annual Americas Project colloquium and US$9,000 were used to hire a contractor to organize and carry out a number of special outreach events and conferences. In addition, the OER purchased a banner with the OAS logo to display at public events organized by the OER in order to highlight the presence of the Organization and participation in these programs. The cost of this outreach tool was US$962.02.

Following is a breakdown of expenditures during 2003, as well as a detailed description of the activities implemented:

Beginning balance as of January 1, 2003:



$35,000.00

Interest earned:







$ 513.00

Amounts spent and already reported

in prior periods (Jan.-Sept 2003):




$ 8,882.00

Expenditures for Oct.1-Dec31, 2003:




$12,341.52

Ending balance as of Dec 31, 2003:




$14,289.48 
/
The Americas Project

The "Americas Project" is a joint undertaking of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Baker Institute at Rice University, which recognizes the best and the brightest in leadership in the countries of the hemisphere, in a wide variety of fields. The main objectives of the "Americas Project" are to promote a better understanding among the young leaders of the Americas, to increase and foster the exchange of ideas and information among these individuals, and to provide the basis for a viable network among them. The individuals selected to participate in this project must be from an OAS member state between the ages of 25 to 40 who have demonstrated significant achievements in their careers, leadership qualities, and ability to have an impact on society. In 2003, the program consisted of a three-day colloquium, which included discussion sessions, working groups, a panel of experts, and a keynote speaker. The theme of the 2003 seminar was the state of democracy in the Americas. The discussions among the leaders focused on various elements of democratic governance, such as performance by the judiciary, increasing accountability in the budget, combating corruption, and encouraging a constructive role for civil society in fostering democratic practices. Young leaders from sixteen countries of the region participated including, Argentina, Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Peru, Suriname, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela. The panel included experts Linn Hammergren of the World Bank, Dr. Jorge Santistevan, former Human Rights Ombudsman of Peru, Dr. Andreas Schedler, professor of political science at the Center for Economic Research and Training (CIDE) in Mexico City, and Dr. Rudolf Hommes, private advisor to President Uribe of Colombia and former Finance Minister of Colombia (1990-1994). The panel moderator was Dr. Kurt Weyland, Associate Professor of Government at the University of Texas at Austin. The Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, was the keynote speaker and represented the Organization at this year’s colloquium.

Conference Series
During this three-month period, the Office of External Relations organized and co-hosted, together with the Center for Latin American Issues at the George Washington University, a series of seminars to inform the Washington community about three major hemispheric issues: The FTAA Process; The Results of the Special Conference on Security and the Special Summit of the Americas in Monterrey, Mexico.  A contractor was hired from September through December, 2003 to work on the logistics of this conference series, which included identifying and contacting the speakers and panelists for the scheduled conferences, handling mailing lists, preparing and sending out the invitations, keeping track of confirmations, registering participants, preparing and distributing programs, making arrangements for stage set up and other services needed, taking charge of the follow-up of each event, including the distribution of information documents and working papers, posting conference information, and acting as liaison between the OER and external audiences with regard to information on such conferences. Following are the details of these events.
On November 24, 2003, the OER organized a seminar on the negotiations held in Miami at the ministerial level from November 16 to November 21, 2003, to share with the Washington public the results of those negotiations and to discuss the key issues remaining. The seminar was held at The George Washington University campus. The expert panel included Rubens Barbosa, Ambassador of Brazil to the United States, Ross Wilson, Chief Negotiator for the United States, Richard Bernal, Director General, Caribbean Regional Negotiating Machinery, and Hector Marquez, Minister of Trade, Embassy of Mexico. Dr. Sherry Stephenson, Deputy Director of the OAS Trade Unit, moderated the conference.
Likewise, on December 4, 2003, the OER held a seminar on “The Results of the Special Conference on Security” in the Ruben Dario Conference Room at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C. Jorge Mario Eastman, Advisor to the Secretary General on hemispheric security issues, moderated the discussion of the expert panel, which included Ambassador Miguel Ruiz-Cabañas, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, Ambassador Valter Pecly Moreira, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS, Mr. Tim Dunn, Deputy Permanent Representative of the United States to the OAS, and Dr. Joseph Tulchin, Director of the Latin American Program at the Woodrow Wilson Center.  The panel examined a wide range of hemispheric security issues, including crime, corruption, democratic governance, illicit arms-trafficking, narco-trafficking, money laundering, public health issues, and the role of the media in dealing with these concerns.

Finally, on December 11, 2003, the OER hosted a Pre-Summit Conference to examine the key issues to be debated in Monterrey, Mexico. This conference was inaugurated with opening remarks by the Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Miguel Ruiz Cabañas, Ambassador Marc Lortie, Assistant Deputy Minister for the Americas of Canada, and Dr. Richard Feinberg Professor of International Political Economy and Director of the APEC Study Center at the University of California, San Diego. Following these presentations an expert panel was convened, which included the Executive Coordinator of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy, the Director of Development Programs of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development, and the Director of the Unit for Social Development and Education of the OAS. Mr. Donald Mackay, Executive Director of the Canadian Foundation for the Americas (FOCAL), moderated the conference.

These three seminars attracted more than 500 individuals from the Washington area, including diplomats, academics, representatives of NGOs, think tanks, the private sector, as well as government officials and the local media.

*
To date, US$21,223.52 have been spent, including the expenditures made in the first and second quarters, which are detailed in the first and second quarterly reports on expenditures made from funds allocated to the Office of External Relations under CP/RES. 831 (1342/02). During the third quarter of 2003, no funds were used. The current account balance as of December 31, 2003 is US$14,289.48. Of this amount, US$12,000 has been obligated for future expenses, leaving a total balance of US$2,289.48.
	USE OF FUNDS ALLOCATED UNDER CP/RES.831 (1342/02)

	FIRST QUARTER

(January-March 2003)
	Activity
	Executed Funds

	
	Contractor Children’s Page
	US$500.00

	
	Contractor Speaker’s Bureau
	US$2,000.00

	SUBTOTAL:
	
	US$2,500.00

	SECOND QUARTER

(April-June 2003)
	Contractor Permanent Observer Document (June-August 2003)
	US$3,000.00

	
	Travel Speaker I/ Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$329.00

	
	Per Diem & Terminal Expenses Speaker I/ Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$170.84

	
	Hotel Speaker I/ Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$159.16

	
	Travel Speaker II/ Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$833.00

	
	Per Diem Speaker/ II Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$110.84

	
	Terminal Expenses Speaker II Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$120.00

	
	Hotel Speaker II/Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$159.16

	
	Contractor Children’s Page
	US$500.00

	
	Contractor Second Stage of Speaker’s Bureau
	US$1,000.00

	SUBTOTAL
	US$6,382.00

	THIRD QUARTER 

(July – September 2003)
	US$0.00

	FOURTH QUARTER

(October-December 2003)
	OAS participation in V Annual Americas Project


	US$2,379.50

	
	Contractor:

Seminar on Results of Security Conference

Seminar on FTAA 

Seminar on Special Summit of the Americas

 
	US$9,000.00

	
	Purchase of OAS/OER banner
	US$962.02

	SUBTOTAL
	US$12,341.52

	TOTAL
	US$21,223.52

	INITIAL ALLOTMENT
	US$35,000.00

	INTEREST
	US$513.00

	BALANCE
	US$14,289.48

	FUTURE OBLIGATIONS
	US$12,000.00

	FINAL BALANCE
	US$2,289.48


 

CP12244E01
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���
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