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GENERAL SECRETARIAT PROPOSAL FOR A SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL ON THE TOPIC
“PROMOTION OF DEMOCRATIC CULTURE THROUGH EDUCATION”
This document is being distributed to the permanent missions
and will be presented to the Permanent Council of the Organization.
EXPLANATORY NOTE

On August 5, 2003, the Chair of the Permanent Council, under the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03), operative paragraph 5.a, requested that the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy and the Unit for Social Development and Education present to the Permanent Council a document containing proposals for optimal fulfillment of the mandate issued in that resolution. 

At the Permanent Council meeting of October 14, 2003, the two General Secretariat units presented the document “General Secretariat Proposal for a Special Meeting of the Permanent Council on the Topic ‘Promotion of Democratic Culture through Education’ ” (CP/doc.3782/03).

The Council took note of the information provided and of the observations and suggestions of the delegations.  Two decisions were reached.

The first was to postpone the meeting until the first quarter of 2004.  The second was that the topic “Promotion of Democratic Culture through Education” would again be placed on the agenda of an upcoming meeting of the Permanent Council, once the General Secretariat had presented a revised version of the proposed agenda for the special meeting that reflected the recommendations offered by the delegations.

[image: image3.wmf] 

 

PERMANENT COUNCIL

 

[image: image4.wmf] 

 

PERMANENT COUNCIL

 

[image: image5.png]



November 14, 2003
Excellency:

On behalf of the Unit for Social Development and Education (UDSE) and the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), we have the honor to address Your Excellency regarding your request of October 14, 2003 for a revised agenda for the special session “Promoting A Democratic Culture through Education”.  The revision of the attached agenda is based on the observations and recommendations made by delegations in the session of the Permanent Council on October 14th and in the subsequent allotted period of 15 days recommended by the your Excellency.  

We would highly appreciate your kind assistance in arranging for the document to be distributed to the permanent missions.   


Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration.

His Excellency
Dr. Salvador Rodezno Fuentes
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Honduras
Chair of the Permanent Council
Washington, D.C.
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Draft proposal 
/
Special meeting: “Promotion of Democratic Culture through Education”

Permanent Council of the Organization of American States
 Supported by the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy
and the Unit for Social Development and Education

A. Agenda
8:30-9:00 a.m. 
Registration

9:00-9:45 a.m.
Inauguration
1. Chairman, OAS Permanent Council 
2. President, Inter-American Committee on Education 
3. OAS Secretary General
Module One: Democratic Culture and Education
9:45 a.m.-1:00 pm
· Panel One:  Defining Democratic Culture (moderated by Ambassador from Permanent Council)
1. Specialist on Democracy
2. Specialist on Education for Democracy
3. Minister of Education
4. Political Representative
5. Civil Society Representative (expert on gender issues)
6. Youth Representative

11:15  Coffee Break 

1:00-2:30 p.m.  Lunch

2:30 a.m-4:00 p.m.
· Panel Two: What is the role of education in strengthening democratic culture? 

Recipients of the Andres Bello Inter-American Education Award (Moderated by Ambassador from Permanent Council)
4:00-4:15 p.m.  Coffee
Module Two: Analysis of Exemplary Programs from Member States, Civil Society, Political Parties, and the Media
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
· Panel Three:  Initiatives from Civil Society, Political Parties, and the Media in the theme of strengthening a culture of democracy through education (moderator:  Executive Coordinator, Unit for the Promotion of Democracy)
1.
Representative from civil society
2. Representative from political parties
3. Representative from the media
Day Two
9:00-11:00 a.m.
· Panel Four:  Initiatives in Basic Education from the Ministries of Education of 
Member states.  One from each sub-region.  (moderator: Director, Unit for Social Development and Education)
1. Minister of Education or Vice Minister (Southern Cone)
2. Minister of Education or Vice Minister (Andean Region)
3. Minister of Education or Vice Minister (Central America)
4. Minister of Education or Vice Minister (Caribbean)
5. Minister of Education or Vice Minister (North America)
11:00-11:15 Coffee
11:15-1:00 p.m.
· Panel Five:  Initiatives of the General Secretariat (Moderated by Ambassador from Permanent Council)
1. Unit for Social Development and Education 
a. UDSE/UMD Study on Youth Civic Engagement and Civic Education
b.
Portfolio of Consolidated Programs 
2. Unit for the Promotion of Democracy
a. Democracy Training Courses for Young Leaders
b. Joint UPD/UDSE Education for Democracy Activities
3. Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development
4. Inter American Commission of Women
5. Inter American Children’s Institute 
6. Inter American Commission on Human Rights
1:00-2:15 p. m. 
Module III: Conclusions and Recommendations  
2:15 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Break Out Sessions 
1. OAS/ Inter-American System
2. Ministers of Education and members of the Inter-American Committee on Education  
3. Civil Society and Youth
4. Media
5. Political Parties
6. Academics/Educational Institutions
4:00-4:45 p.m.  Plenary session
4:45 p.m.  Final Remarks and Conclusions
1. Chairman, OAS Permanent Council
2. Executive Coordinator, Unit for the Promotion of Democracy
3. Director, Unit for Social Development and Education 
4. President, Inter-American Committee on Education
B. Annotated Agenda
In its resolution AG/Res. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03) the XXXIII General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) requested that the Permanent Council, with the collaboration of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) and the Unit for Social Development and Education (UDSE), organize a special session on the Promotion of democratic culture through education that includes participants from political parties, civil society, academic institutions and other organizations.
Concurrently, at the III Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, celebrated on August 11th and 12th 2003 in Mexico City, the ministers requested (CIDI/REM/RES. 10 (III-O/03)) “that the Inter-American Committee on Education organize a meeting before the end of the year to share our programs in values education in order to strengthen the decision we made in Punta del Este in 2001 to promote education for peace and against violence.”
Given the concordance in mandates and the importance of strengthening and supporting democratic culture through education, as stated in articles 26 and 27 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the special session shall seek to obtain a general vision about how education can increase democratic knowledge, support democratic participation and instill democratic values in the citizens of our Hemisphere.  In addition, the meeting shall provide the opportunity for increasing cooperation across sectors, hence, permitting a more effective response that supports the long-term objective of strengthening democratic culture in our hemisphere through education.
Module I:  Democratic Culture and Education
It is proposed that the panels in the first module would center on the concept of “democratic culture” and seek to identify and highlight the links between democratic culture and education. 

Panel One:  Defining Democratic Culture
Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that, “the OAS will continue to carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, bearing in mind that democracy is a way of life based on liberty and enhancement of economic, social, and cultural conditions for the peoples of the Americas.”
Tolerance, respect, and peaceful conflict resolution are some examples of democratic values and ideals that citizens identify as important parts of their democratic culture. Yet the process of imparting these values and practices requires more than a simple prescription or well-intentioned rhetoric. This panel will address the issues and challenges surrounding the question, ‘What is meant by democratic culture?’
Panel Two: What is the role of education in strengthening democratic culture?
The Inter-American Democratic Charter acknowledges that “education is an effective way to promote citizens’ awareness concerning their own countries and thereby achieve meaningful participation in the decision-making process, and reaffirming the importance of human resource development for a sound democratic system.”  Moreover, Article 16 states “education is key to strengthening democratic institutions, promoting the development of human potential, and alleviating poverty and fostering greater understanding among our peoples.” 
The purpose of this panel would be to examine one of the fundamental purposes of education, that is, the democratic education of citizens, within the context of the Americas.  To this end, it is suggested that the OAS draw upon the expertise and experience of its most renowned and accomplished education scholars (who are incidentally also recipients of the OAS prize in education) so that they provide a conceptual framework that links education with democratic culture from each of the sub-regions of the hemisphere.
Module II: Analysis of Exemplary Programs from Member States, Civil Society, Political Parties, and the Media
Panel Three:  Initiatives from Civil Society, Political Parties, and the Media in the theme of strengthening culture of democracy through education
Civil Society, Political Parties, and the Media have an important impact on shaping and guiding the development of democratic culture in the hemisphere.
The purpose of this panel would be to highlight the activities and accomplishments made by civil society groups, political parties and the media in promoting democratic culture through education. Panelists will discuss issues ranging from a free press to the role of political parties in educating their constituents and future members to participate more effectively in democratic political processes.
Panel Four:  Initiatives from the Ministries of Education of member states

The Ministers of Education of the Americas share the commitment embodied in Article 27 of the charter which stresses that “special attention shall be given to the development of programs and activities for the education of children and youth as a means of ensuring the continuance of democratic values, including liberty and social justice.”  At their meeting in Mexico City, the Ministries of Education of the OAS Member States stressed the importance of sharing their programs and activities in values education. This panel would serve as a forum for the countries to share their experiences and reflect on opportunities for horizontal cooperation.
Panel Five: Initiatives of the General Secretariat
The OAS has been actively working to promote democratic culture in the hemisphere through a wide range of initiatives and activities.  This panel would seek to offer the various Units and Commissions of the General Secretariat the opportunity to share information on their progress in this issue and examine the possibility for more collaborative initiatives in the future.
Module III: Conclusions and Recommendations
The closing module would invite representatives from each sector to identify more effective and collaborative ways to promote democratic culture in our hemisphere.  Recommendations will emerge for each sector and for the Inter-American system.  After the breakout sessions sector representatives will present their recommendations in the plenary session.
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�.	This agenda is contingent upon securing adequate funding. 
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